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a A ew Hümbie CHAS 
Only this, that it is the Work 5 
of a Man, who hath employ- 
ed many Years of a Life, 
now almoſt exhauſted, in in- 
culcating the Duties, and de- 
fending the Doctrines, tau ught 
by our bleſſed Seda with 
an honeſt, and an rn 5 
Zeal. Thoſe Duties, which 
Your Life moſt effectually 


preacheth, and Your Man- 


ners, and Example, ſo glo- 
riouſly adorn, nnn. and 
5 recommend. YE 9 ATT. 
It is Your Glory, Madam, 
to have added a new Luſtre to 
Royalty: and to have added 
new Honour, to that truly 
illuſtrious Family, into which, 
„ | 3 vou 
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affianced; by the 


ITY 


aments, and Excel- 
kacke, that could have made 


that Addition: Exalted Piery, 


the 'Ma am, not Vour high 
Birth; and Quality, are theſe 
Diſcourſes humbly inſcribed. 

To be humble wittious A- 
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pliſ bment „ == hee q 
And your Acceptance of this 


— ene Ma diſtinguiſh- 
ed; and fo hi ly honoured. 
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amiable Character in other 


Dr fc r 


1 Theſe which would i in the E- 
ſtimation of the World, con- 


ſtitute the higheſt; and inoft 


Princes, how glorious 1 is it, to 
behold them in your Royal 


Highneſs, but nn Ac 
compliſhments! edo 


May I add, that did liny 


| Thilents' enable; or my natu- 


ral Turn, incline me to Pane- 


gyric; (or could I dare to 


preſume it wou d be pardon- 


able) I am now too old, and ; 


too mortified to the oth; to 


indulge” either: And there- 


fore, I moſt humbly beg leave; | 
to conclude; . rather with a 


Monition; which however it 
W ill become ſome other 


DD b 110 N v. 5 


Characters, „ will, I truſt, in 
v Ul chriſtian, Humility, be 


Profeſſion, and Vear s. 
The Hopes, of more than 


one great Nation, next to 


their Dependeabe upon Gor, 
and your Royal Father, 


( wha Gop. long preſerve). 


reſt firm upon your Royal 


Highneſs : 8 Their Hopes of 


every Thing moſt truly valu- 


able in this World; the Pre- 
9 ſervation o their Peace, their 
1 It 75 their Religion; 3 the 
* Love, and Intereſt of all 
which, Your Piety, Your Pru- 
| dence, Your Wiſdom, will 
inculcate, and fix deep: i in the 
Hearts of Vour princely Fa- 


analy. . ""M 5 _ How 


pardonable, ma Man of my. ; 
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room; to renew * loſe 4 
rill they alſo, - are She ts and over- 
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I $5 more dignified characters; and 3 
= in lower 5 tut the obligatian to defence 
1 ae gual in "all. Nor — their aid and 
1 endeavours 0 js as be deſpiſed, even 
in the lou iff ug 1 it 


will be found upon inquiry, that this 
great city of God, hath been ſometimes, 


1 Wer defended, like the little 

eity in Solomon's Eccleflaſtes, by the 

wife a pon man; % are 
Pe, Cal be did there, bis v1 


1 5 vanity, hel IT e amen 
of equal abilities, in almoſt ang ather 
alaska, : profeſſion, or pur ſuit in the 
world : and confequenily-that fuch rex 
 warhs can leſs be numbered among his 
motives to that great \ The bigheſt 
honour, and 9 he 1 4 
05 Doh e or r ſpould wifh Fore ui this 
world, 


2 bid ann jerry appear: 
inviting delfins jou che lis new. 
diſeaſes, - 
aßſenſe ; call loudly for 

TEINS of 6t T7 new 


Keen, ales 


3 1175 q 


"nm 


fone, * wee are un 


the principles, and * 
e —_ by new vices, at 
loft by by new: modes, and combinations 


So, 


. The prefent n Irwin 1 . 
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+ — — 


E honourable Purſuit in J ifs. A Avi) 
they reaſoned with themſelves os N 


aright) in ibe language, — ; 
the wiſe mam repr 0 reigning 


8 


Fes e, bei dime, in the miniflrs, 


and preachers, of Oy "vanities... 


Our life (ſay they is ſhort, -and te- 
dious {/trange compoſition; bur a true 
charatterof the voluptuary s life) come 
on therefore, let us enjoy the - 
things that are preſent: and 1 us 
ſpeedily uſe the creatures like as in 
5 let us fill ourſelves with coſt- 
1y wine, and ointments, and let no 
lower of the ſpring paſs by us: let 
us crown ourſelves with roſe buds 
before they be withered. Let none 
of us go without his part of our vo- 
, nes. And to crown all, 
. "tbey. conclude” in the words, be | 
Iſaiah puts into the mouths of the maſt 
* and abandoned probates. 


. * E F. A2 


and N dae eee Su 5 = 

De mind taken off from ful perm 
fats, naturally becometh the prey\ 

fuch, as are vain and idle and it is 
ben in the condition unculiiua¹νj, 
round : and will as eaſely become fle 
tation of the worſt VICES; at tbur 
doc of the wort weed. 
| all the minifters of ore wad 
gion lool filently and calmly on, and 
7 r . carried about in this cir- 
vain amuſements, which caimot 
fail in the/end, to be 4 :whirtpaol' 6 
ſure de frudtion | I if they did ſo, 2 
they not juſtly incur; that bitter re- 
proach. of . the | prophet, Iſaiah lvi. 
blind, and ignorant watchmen; 
dumb dogs that cannot bark; ſleep- 
ing, 2 dees and . ns 
Should we UE 8 . 
f * and ⁊ealamſiy, lay bold of cuery 


| occaſion, | and a advantage; 10 promote 


payee NEO: eee, 


wi P BB. FA on 


au t we fboald. ive 
. we, 645 i bath le 


erg py ——— thee . 
nobly informing, and even. preceprive 
tion of our” bleſſed. — in 
re xi 0 Sr. Matt Ver. 
325 e ee is inſtructed | 
unto the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a man e is an houſholder, 
which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
Fure,- things new and old. bred 855 
anong theſe, he 1d be carefal, mos 
20 . 3 — 
riet in nurumal philoſophy,” which feem 
Providentially reſerved, for ibe bu- 
miliation of an inſolent infidel age; 
— to vheir eyes; much firanger, 
ore amazing Tons in the 
ſeveral exßerimentr, 
- err. and x Wh Hang 
any 


i= sf. hl 8 . 22 
* e 

But it is e 70 nie 

his bind, that they are too — of 
2 the world ts e 8 
andcloyed with chem. e eee 
7e anſiuer i is obwuiowus : wa: alas in- 
10h of unbelievers ta cry out againſt, 
in order to leſſen the Wer "ae tale 
off tbe edge, of their ablaſ, and moſt 
determined antagoniſts : bar rely, ; 
the defences of chriflianity.j ſhould be 
fame Proportion, to the affaults made 
upon it. And it is one of the great 
ddoantages derived to the world, from 
the Frequency, and fury of 

| faults; 5 that: they 1 Dat W 

leaſt called forth) a great number 
aud variety, of nem, and nobſe de. 
fences. And there is this obvious 
and natural apology for: the great ä 
number of Ein who. have em- 
ployed #hemfebves to this end, tbat there 
are few, if any of them, 0b have 
wo 8 ſenething 1 . 4 


N 1 
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Sik PREFACE: 
to the cauſe they defend. Aud where- 


as, the efforts I the very ableſt among. 
them (from the. diſadvantage of a 
ſhort lined language, and a giddy, 
yn age) rarely extend very 
. "Tear defect, 16, in a good mea 
foe ure - ſupplied by the variety of files, 
and reaſonings, and characters of 
writers, ſuited to as great a variety 
of capacities, and taſtes in the readers. 
The author of theſe a: iſcourſes, is not 
3 hope, that he hath a right 70 
urge this apology for himſelf, in Com- 
mon with. his fellow. ſoldiers, in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, at leaſt, he hath fully 
ſatisfied himſelf, that he hath brought 
ſome new. defences to the cauſe, in 
which he is engaged: unanſwerable, 
and not unimportant ; nor would he 
otherwiſe dare, as with earneſt, and 
inceſſant humility he doth, to. implore 
#he divine bleſſing upon his endeavours, 
in proportion to the fidelity, and in 
tegriq of his intentions. 
There is alſo another apoligy, a which 
may truly be urged, in behalf of 


Writers 


p R EF A C E. "I 


woriters upon ſacred fubj efts ; bad) p 
duly attended to, may poſſi 2 ly have 
more weight with many readers: and 
that is, that upon a full and candid 
inquiry they will he found, if not the 
beft improvers, yet undoubtedly the 
moſt faithful guardians of the Eng - 
liſh language. And for this Mats 
reaſon, that thoſe who have defended 
the cauſe they undertook, in the moſt 
maſterly manner; have at diligent- 
ly, and conflantly peruſed, and con- 
' ſequently formed their ſtyle, in a good ; 
meaſure upon the ſacred writings : 
into which, the diſtinguiſhed elegance, 
and flowing beauties of the Greek lan- 
guage, being transfuſed in the tran- 
lation; together, with the ſpirit, 
diptity, and nervous force of the 
Hebrew ; have made the Engliſh Bi-. 
ble, the truſt, and richeſt treaſury 
of ſtrength, purity, politeneſs, and. 
the true ſublime, that ever" adorned, 
and inriched any language.” As on 
the Wes hand, They * fouls have 


a 2 been 


1 


\ 


— 


** PRE FA CE. 


been warped from the rectitude, a 
their. hearts eftranged, from the. pu- 
rity, of true religion, and the beauty 
of. bolineſs,. will be found pr fropogtion>. 
ably impaired, in Me powers of the 
mind; 1 for a. reaſon Sufficient ly, 
obvious x r the buſineſs. of religion is, 
zo refine, to exalt, and io ennoble: the 
buſineſs of. irreligion is, to deba and 
ro deprave, to debaſe men to rutes, 
and to deprave them into fende. And 


aur fiyle will always fink with. our 
ſentiments, and equally ſwerve from 


beauty, and excellence of every lind: 

and for this, I appeal to a 3 work, 
of a moſt hardened veteran in the cauſe 
of ſatan, upon the Audy of hiftory : in 
which, if any man can find one peſition 
well argued, one noble ſentiment or one 
ſingle paragraph, or even period, tru- 
ly. elegant, well turned, or in any 
ſenſe finely written, I eaſily allow him 
a 2 ſagacity, very ſuperior to mine. 

And this hints @ plain, and (upon 
hi own principles As a well. dee 


reaſon, 


[ 


\ 
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reaſon, why u anther vith er, 
of rhe nobleft writers, that eve 
tightened, or adorned 105 earth, 115 
i Ow; Ss Sd fa, 7 * oy 


"6 W e ard 7 1 Bb Wo | 
becauſe, ' when they ceaſe, the 8 
ledge of ferifture,” and with" Jes 
the frength, and beauty of the Ev 
liſh Pyle, will ceaſe ro; and the 1 
fanding and language of 1 the Believer 
will be brought down nearer to rhe In- 
falel's level. Were u vnce deprived ©) 
this N 9e 3 gata! ! 


as alien Faw? 2 Fil e 


(ru 
xi 3 | 1 n mplienh, 
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ſimplicity, and flrength, as our dreſs, 
and buildings, ornaments, and uten- 
Ale of every kind: the. beauty, and 
ſimplicity, of 1 tu and in ſome even 
their main: uſe, are overwhelmed, Us 
preſſed, and almoſt totally loft, in 
crouded, impertinent, — more than 
Gothic ornaments. 

And therefore, among the other 
— zo form the character of a 
good preacher, the care of fiyle muſt 
by no means be overlooked ; at leaſt ſo 

| [6 as not to render it lacy, manly, 
| ſimply elegant, and unhiſſing : the 
reaſoning, always clear; and if poſ- 
fible, confirmed by truths, divinely 
inſpired ; and concluding in them: 
thus ſupported, they will claim at 
once, the beauty, dignity, and ſtrength, 
of pillars 1 marble, upon ſockets of 
fine gold. 

Wi ar were e the advantages of a flu- 
died, and beautiful file, neglefied, 
even by the greateſt preacher of righ- 
teouſ? 26 in on ries prior to 2 

that 
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P-:R:>ExFaArrCaEy xa 
zbat ſaved. its. mean % tho 
hath. left us this Account. of. himſelf, 
when he applied his. beſt. as 70 
7nftr wet. mankind. ; 

Becaule the preacher w was 8 he 
ſtill taught the people knowledge; . 
yea, he gave good heed, and ſought 
out, and ſet in order many proverbs: 
the preacher ſought to find accepta-· 
ble words, and that which, Was 
written Was upright,” even w nds of 
truth. Ecele. X11. 

Hence we clearly learn, that Solo- 
mon, with all his ſuperior abilities; 
confided not /o far in them, as to take 
upon him to inſtruct mankind by er- 
temporary, and unſtudied effuſions, 
even of the higheſt earthly wiſdom : 
but fludied, compoſed, and adjuſted 
His di iſcourſer, his periods, and even 
particular expreſſions, with the great- 
Ul care and attention. | 

Here then behold, the hi geh, „ and 
0 earthly example, ſet to all Juc- — 
| * In the original words of deligalt. 
"ES ceeding 
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„ amidſt all the revilings, 
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felid con ee t0 7 1 men 


gnoramt, proud, Sa ane, and piti- 
able ſcorners that theirs — where 
Solomon's ended. * 1 


en ee oy, e 101¹5 all 
earthly glories: and he concluded, a 


eatcher of truth and righte gaht, 
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opinion "fs os on h it is 
of life beneath'our di py 
= Ot if it really 


a C4 an | 1 


an humble reſigna tion ta Is blefled 
will, js the ſureſt means of exchang= 
ing it for a better, or making even 
the moſt abject Gb HIT of life, a 
means of more permanent and ex- 
alted happineſs. For alilè Gop be 
high, vel, hath be respect ume. the 
In fo te rod be e 
them afar aff. Surely;h e ſcorneth tbe 
corners, but \ groeth \ F; race to the 
humble. And where the grace of 
Gon is, eyery felicity waits upon it: 
if we has d. humility. enough to re- 
ſtrain our deſires, hat keep. them in 
ſubjection to the good e ence 
and wiſe appointments 0 

op, eve y condition would . ly, 
to us. But if we indulge them in 
all their unruly and 8 pur- 


ſuits, the univerſe will be too nar-. 
row, to content them, If we had 
humility enough to beliere, t that 
Gon knows, better our capacity and 
our merit, and diſpoſes for us with 
moe widen and e than we 
Y could 


: $ * 4 
eee nt : 
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ff 
144490 


one would, think this ere no mighty 


yain | purſuits, eq ally, beyond our 


reach and our merits: we ſhould 
not be eager to climb up ſteep and 


{lippery heights, that might turn 
our brain, and throw us down into 

eater and more dreadful ruin. We 
Mond not rack our ſouls with envy. 


and rancour, , againd 
that are above us; or dazzle our 
eyes and our imagination with thoſe 


falſe lights and colours of happineſs, 
Which the luſtre of their ſtation 


throws: upon them, for no other 
reaſon but becauſe! they are at ſo 


great heights above us. The ſplen- 


dor of a great fortune is like that of 
the moon: it is all borrowed light. 
And even ſo, it is the diſtance m7 


the height above us, that makes it 
appear ſo bright and glorious: where- 
a . earth, which is no way infe- . 


could pf alibly' ho fr ag a. 


nfion): we ſhould; not tor- 
ment our lives with ambitious and 


the e <a ; 
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| A Pete lle ald fordid; 


cauſe it is nearer; - 


_— hes a 1 ur end 


mente, is it polfible we fhotld fall 
into ily haſty and vehement fog: 
tients of * fighting ex „ ot 
and break ou reſt, in "Ariſing how 
with Eye, ſold vengeance. No ! 
for if we thought rightly upon theſs 
ogeaſrons, we ſhould remember that = 
our bleffed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt - 0 


perfori of infinitely more dignt 


chan we] was buffered, and ſpit up- 
em; maligned, and repro 
the en "mortals; Ic 


'paticnce Kat üs 
ering evil for evil, 


or” NT hm fo railing, hd conteari> 
| we bleſſing. 

I a MY? if the eivinis pitit of 
hummlity, had once taken full poſ- 
| aca of our ſouls, we ſhould be 


freed 


ambition; bee rancow ug ue. 
venge ? from rFepihin ard 

tent; Hom. envy, © 
Bee, and all uncl 


and real kekpminieſs to be attained! on | 
this fide the grave, a clear confeienes, 
and ws mind, (chat i} In Gur 


e 1 Fo unto our. e . a0 Hi 


© id this excellent virtue to us, 
2 Tue remember, that this is 


9 our bleſſed Saviour 
je Cu 92 are 1 


is vie, fo "is 1 als is the lin 2. 
Heaven. It is a virtue ſo lovely in 

the eyes of men, Hat eren the "who 
are the - greateſt ſti 


phraſe, bug corre 
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as it — — be the — 
ner even of earthly eminence: Be- 
| Fare deſtructiom, faith Solomon, the 
beart f mam is Haug bey, and before 
honour is humiliey. It is indeed the 
only ſure way to honour and emi- 
nence: for he' that bumbleth himſelf 
ſpall be exalted; probably exalted 
even in this world: but infallibly in 
the next. And what are the vani- 
ties of this world, altho we ſhould. 
miſs of them, in compariſom of rhat : 
glory- which ſhall be revealed! It is 
a; virtue, neceſſary to every 3 8 
and therefore St. Auſtin concludes, 
the heathen philoſophers had no per- 
fect virtue, becauſe they were ſtran- 
gers to humility. Nay, their ſeeming 


virtues luth. be were er real 
ee with 2 Ut is a p "ark 
which peculiarly, recommends itſelf 
to us, in this ſeaſon of abſtinence and 
burailiation. For humility is the 


trueſt 


vel eee 3 Tris 


hy, Wie * IR ſelf. 


1 i 


che — of al others belt e 1 
* mercy f 
handed: GOD. 4 Seng it] 

onbleth bin: ore: 2 = 
he humbleth. 3 4 | 
not bring he evil in hit da — aitl 
the Lord, Aut in bis. purge earl 
I bring the evil. It is the principle 
of all others beſt fitted to cover ouf, 
-own infirmities, and. make us c lari 
table ne ; 
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nature. l + lee 
dane rothe attimmam of 3 


— all tinenc a 


denial. Humility is vary beautifully 
arpreſſed by our bleſſed Saviour un- 
der the idea of poverty of Ipirit x 
_ Whereas pride is the direct contrary. 
It is à redundance and: à fulneſs. 
— fulneſs, as ahſtinence 
:2 natural force 20abate: ad 
Gon to ven” ür Rocher PIERS. 
niches; and the reaſon. of the latter 
e eu Jeaf. (ſaith he) T 
be full and forget thee. \ So likewiſe 
it is faid of Jeſpurun, that. tewaxed 
fat and licled. That is, he was 
tilled, he was puffed up with pride, 
and he forgat om. He was in the 
cemdition of a horſe, h being too 
much pampered, grows unruly to 
| | his 


Exceſs af fur Gi. 33 
Rande Agel o often, enen kicks 
cepes. And. it id, pethaps, 
for no other 5 reaſon, that chis 
Mee ign kably in youth h, huit 
r beende the e e 


l. Neu belies — force 
of faſting; for abatemtint f this ticat 
and fulneſs; the reflections that are 
wont to fittend gut hom af abils+ 
nenge, will he-of great efficacy to a- 
lay this paſſion. Hunger and thitfh 
will naturally ſuggeſt to us, that we 
are as weak, and as liable to the 
wants and neceſities of nature, as 
the meaneſt mortals. Altho' we have 
ſaid in our hearts we are Gods, faſt- 
ing will quickly teach us that with- 
out a ſupply of the common necef⸗ 
faries of life, we ſhall die like men. 
From hence we ſhall learn, what 
excels of folly it is, for beings that 
are dependent upon the meaneſt pro- 3H 
ductions of the earth, to be proud WB 
and vain | in one word we ſhall learn = 
. the | 3 
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N che pre CLUL g verſe, our bleſſed 
Saviour exherteth 


phraſe, by which they > 
- Engagements . men laid them {elves 
. to obſerve the by. and all 
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3. 4 The Fel er fe from we 


yoke, - in = moſt {laviſh ſenſe 1 dhe 


word: that is, diſpoſing and fubmit- 
ting themfelves 19 A wy burden: 
babe as nien Were n d byte 


nirs dee og and all _ other 
ceremonials of the law: beſides: the 
additional weight of thoſe burdens 
the phariſees heaped 1 upon them by 
their traditivhs. © 
Our Saviour therefore, as mal in 
deere to theſe grievous burdens 
and this galling yoke, 2 as to the ſer- 
vitude "of fin in gem exhotts 
men to that condition of Late, Which 
the goſpel was fitted to beſtow YN 
all that embraced it. Cone unto me, 
all ye that labour, und are beavy la 
den, and I will give you reſt: Take 'my 


Ike 2 25 ard = "7; of me, | for 
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Suri Unlike 1 
riſees; regardleſs of all . 


or Have" oy | - he mar , - 


rok cen, Geek the abun 
boon nah rake my yoke 


p. 
and you foall find reſt unto 


wy fouls. The bleſſed = well 


Knew, that however mank d had 
aearied themſelves, in a 
{ervance of all the religious rites and 
ceremonies, n Hed in 
the worlds 8 could find 


away the Bing: x 
the guilt of ſin. They 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and that 
N 3 
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| * Howec demi it, CC 0} (« 
Keck his. — no other inſtitu- 
joined univerſal holineſs: 
r . — name under 
heaven, ee nnen cometh our 
faith. in C. 5774, St. Paul med us, 
we have 1 ith — 20 Per this 


A to "oaks hin wks upon them, 
that. they migbit find 2 uno their 
. And to hinder them from be- 
ing diſcouraged at the thoughts of 
taking a yoke, he aſſureth . that 
His yoke is eaſy (the word in the ori- 
gimal ſigniſies = and -gracious). 
The obligations men lay themſelves 
under, to live up to the precepts of 
the. chriſtian religion, are a yoke; 
which both our eaſe and our inte- 


reſt recommend to us. The precepts 
of chriſtianity are perfectly agreeable 
to our human and reaſonable nature. 
And * fitted to perfect and 
29 L exalt 


t of hap 


in hk world: 2 And 


leaſt defrable in u chi g gooc — 
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1 and te beſt being, for the 

hand het inf anxiety . FA 
quiet doth that one con 
remove aan the heart ? all the 1 
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91 And in 1 
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we cut, theſe light alen, wh 
are biis for a moment,” ba I work 
a far more exceeding; and ary 
weight of glory: 80 — this One 
virtue intirely changeth _ whole 
ſtate of thing $ here below. It rai 1 U 
men above the condition - mor 
lity, and maketh them, in one mo- 
ment, ſupe perior to all che calamities 


— 
2 


of life, and 8 — = — 
a2 e joy, in yo; 
| midſt of this _ war — . Foot 
Ihe next chriftian virtue 1 mini 
o conſider, is meckneſs, | Which 
d is ditectiy oppo- 


ſite to drach — revenge; to pride 
and en; . e dannen 
dciety. an ictates of — pe f 
— and ban = ringer anneal 


bo our natural 7225 eren 
to ten thouſand fold: | 


, 
4 44 


ſors ſuck wave T fo def ſt 5 
and deveſtation, and a ; 


poſes, ' ag a: ape: man 3. 1 
much as think of, eee. * 
And altho "atibitioer be cor 
regarded as the vice o tis - Dat 
pirits only; yet, foraltiiels as 
ir is found to be, = the moſt part, 
n more than an higher and more 
unruly degree of pride; and ſueh as 
is found among all orders and condi- 
tee e 
of it to che loweſt and a me: * 


fembly of mankind: an 1 
if there were no other evil in this 
8 chan that it . 


7 " pr . 
rould. ach ws. the ly 100 
ry of this: vice. And recem 


toutnonks: that — — 5 affe - 
tions and the eſteem of all mankind z 
and make men amiable even in the N 


all the inventions of. pride pu t 
| 
= Blaſed are the meehs. lich Our da- 

Vviourz er they foall inherit tbe earth. 
Fee ene tie nagar foal. 
= 4 clean gone, - (faith. the 
= Pal. xxxvii. wer. 10, 11s): Tho ſhalt 
aul after his place, and be ſhall be 
a4 wo: B * the meek Spirit a ſhall 
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oſt ah 5 3 40 be ie 
in the multitude of * Pride, ava 
rice, A en., may ge on in 
Pride may yaunt,. avarice n an 


A! ML 


only can . Better it is 22 
lomom } - 3 to Ace 8 

proud. Here the wiſe man, by a noble 
ſcheme of ſpeech, - th not the 
bleſſings of virtue to the reward o 
Nd; {ha were 40: a 1e 
abo, 0, hs oppoſeth- the | 
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che advantages: of hehigheſtandm oa ? 
d vice. The ſpirit of m 55 
. Abe virus ws 
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eee x 5 l 3 were not 
to be once named with it. Bester is 
1 15 ns e bumble ſpirit with th 
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lowly, than is diode he ſpoil ith the, 


Proud. | 


fi Tenne and chaſtity come 5 
nee iance to one Anscher, as ba. 0 
ving one common cauſe, and one 
common enemy. The ſame abſtinence . 
is friendly, and _ "lane een de- . 
ſtructive to both. S 
And firſt, As to t mperance; it 
Ss evident, that if a 14 * and 
chearful health, ſound ſleep, and a 
good appetite ;" if theſe be the great- 
eſt natural tdeflirign 31 then tempe- 
rance, the ſure earneſt and beſt 
guardian of all theſe, muſt be num- 
ere among the ow felicities of 
life: and its contrary eſteemed the 
| curſe, — can befal a ra- 
tional creature. Becauſe; up ſuch a 
being, it deſtroyeth every por gz 
and every end of life, 7 
And this vice, tho' it bounced 
with fevers, and phrenzies, tho -it 
reveal ſecrets, and murder friends; 


yet 


cha * A virtue of —— 
| the heathen world: or at leaſt of no 
mier except in the other ſex. Fe- 
minarum a virtus eff, ſaith the 
orator: and yet a virtue of ſuch in- 
_ finite conſequence to the happineſs 
of private families, and the peace of 
ſociety; that therg is not one among 
all the ſocial virtues, upon which 
both the being, and the well-being} 
of mankind ſo intirely depend. 
this, Auguſtus, that wiſe emperor 
Rom, was fo ſenſible of, from the 
_ -growin g corruption of his on age, 
in this point; that he was appre- 
4 henfiwe of ruin to the greateſt em- 
pire in the world, from he contrar 
vice. And r among the regula- 
tions which he tells Cæſar, the — 
lic expected from him, for the hs 
bliſhment of the common wealth; 
mentions the repreſſing of unruly de- 


and Joboles) plainly rns tha 
the one was not to be 
without the dther. 
Indeed, in the darker ages 4 he 
world, there was a ſeeming plea for . 
this practice, from the ſeeming in- 
Qulgence, permitted to che Jews, in 
the 'bafinels of divorces, and dhe ig- 
race ef the heathen world, in this 
point. But as our Saviour, Jeſus 
Chrift, hath corrected this i- under- 
ood and abuſed indulgence, and 
xemoved this ignorance, by fhewing 
he union of one man with one wo- 
man, to be the original law of na- | 
ture, evidenced in the very creation; 
and forafmuch as the contrary prac- 
tice can anſwer no one end of nature, 
or ſociety, but is equally pernicious 
to both; therefore; both reaſon and 
religion concur in the prohibition 
of it; as one of the higheſt offences 
* can be committed either a- 
gainſt 


coals a le net 
Aud G umſelf Honky Tor Tote 
Ce ag ice, A 
2 — 1 eog and Rete CE 
tion; ſuch as never was iriflicted 
(chat we know of) ap. ay Scher 
fin, ſince the creation of the world.- 
And that chaſtity is more pleaſant 
thai the cotitrary is evident. Firſt, | 
Wewer Sog butes — the 
206d and happineſs of the whole, 
2 moſt to the good: and 
happineſs of every part: me the 
whole is made up of thoſe parts. 
And it is certain (as I before ob- 
ſerved) that no one virtue contri- 
buteth more to the good and peace 
mn in general, wen ee 
chaſtity. 
Again, (not to inſiſt aten chat 
endleſs train of oontention, 
diſtraction, and villainy ; $5 that 98 
TOUS from a variety of pur- 
faits) 


* « 


Y "The Fe lieity arifuig from the 


ſuits) all appetites are limited; and 
the gratification of them, within the 
bounds aſſigned them by nature, and 


by reaſon, 9 Becauſe, in 
that limitation, they contribute to 
the preſervation of ſociety, and the 
peace and well beir of every parti. 
cular in it. And pleaſure was neceſ- 


fary,. in order to excite to the attain- 


ment of thoſe ends. But to expect 
the ſame pleaſure from a boundleſs 
indulgence, and when they act di- 
N againſt their end, is highly 
ſenſeleſs and abſurd. 


A certain portion of meat and 


drink. (ſuch as nature demarideth 
and reaſon directeth) is pleaſant to a 
good appetite. But will any man, in 
his ſenſes, expect the ſame oleafure 


from twice, or ten times, or twenty 
times that proportion ? or from any 


proportion that is ſought after in di- 


rect contradiction to the ends, for 


which that ap petite was 1 . 


4 — mm 


a rel. e 


Nachts of Obr. pu, 22 49 


And therefore, a boundleſs grati- 
| Kearion bf appetite, if weare to be- 
lieve either the reaſonings of the 
wiſeſt men, or the experience of the 
are abandoned; is the greateſt 
ſlavery in the attempt, and folly in 
the intention. Nay, it is ſuch ſignal 
ſtupidity in the caſe before us; that 
if a man were to paint folly in per- 
fection, it would be by deſcribing it, 
labouring to multiply the objects of 
fire, and at the ſame time impair- 


ing | ene 2 87 "of | enjoying them. 
To conelude therefore, it is evident to 


the cleareſt e 9h that the in- 
dulgence of this appetite (as of all 


others) is pleaſant, — within certain 


bounds: and that thoſe bounds, are 
the bounds of reaſon, and religion. 
One ſtep beyond theſe muſt carry 
you, either to the corruption of in- 
nocence, or the enjoyment of cor- 
ruption. And what pleaſure is it 
poſſible for a thinking being to de- 
2 rive > from. cither of theſe?” or rather, 
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50 The Felicity ariſing from tht 


what endleſs diſquiet, and regret, 
muſt one act of this kind affix 2 1 


ſaul ? the pleaſure of ſuch action] . 


reſulted 5 the momentary: appe- 
tite, and muſt die with it: but there- 


gret of ſo much vileneſs, ariſeth from 


the ſoul, and muſt continue with 


it: and altho men may endeavour 


to bury ſuch reflections, in the hur- 
ry, and amuſements of life; 
they may aſſure themſelves, 

will find them again, in every ag 
val of reflection: they may aſſure 
themſelves they will return with ten 
fold horror, at the hour of death: 


and (what is infinitely worſe) at che | 


day of judgment. 
Drink water, ſaith & OT ont. 


of thine own ciſtern ; pure and unde- 


filed: and would any man that 


it in k er t, /fhzand 
fame, and health, and life, for ſuch 


as were common, and polluted ? 


furely, ſuch a conduct, if there were 
no account to be given for it here- 


2 — after, 


ey 


after, would hay a man” under the 


ruption of: nedenee, ea Were de 
a more dreadful guile, chan to turn 
angels into devils? to expoſe the 
moſt e of them more 1 
r 0 . 
corruptions ＋ body "ard ming as 
render them at — 4 the reproach, 
and the horror. of human nature! 11 
Having now ſhewn ydu the natu- 
ral ——— mand refole 0 8 1 


he eonruy vio; re, — next to 
the three 2 ces of clirifilenity, 
—_— 


7227 h; 


— as a — confidenee in 


the protection and providence 


9 Gov, in this world; ora 


fum dependence on the bee 
E 


enly 7 
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of his promiſes in conferring. * 
beatitudes of the next; it is, in the 
firſt, our only ſupport, under afflie- 
tion. And, in the ſecond; our on- 
ly ſecurity of ſolid happineſs, A Gam 
confidence in the i Immediat Wi- 
dence, and protection of, Gopz.4s 
the only ſtrong ſhield againſt all the 
evils, and calamities of this life: 
and a firm dependence upon his pro- 
miſes, is a Joyful anticipation, of all 

rude Of the next. It 18 


reacheth into heaven. In ſhort, 
riſtian grace, turneth all 
the boaſts: of philoſophy, and the 
dreams of enthuſiaſm into reality: 
and uniteth in itſelf, the ſtoic con- 
teinpt of pain, - and the epicurean 
calm and ſerenity of mind. It re- 
bateth all the ſtings: of life; and 
| doubleth; its-enjoyments: by receiv- 
ing them all, as earneſts of infi 9 
. And this is n certair 


3 
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al * differences of conditions in 


egard to happineſs; 
may be clearly reſolved into this 
one prinei he that hath moſt 


faith hath oft felicity: and he that 
hath leaſt Kath hath moſt miſery. 
For as he is more lable to evil, on 
account of having exempted himſelf 

from the pecubar pratecom of Gop; 
ſo hath he infinitely leſs conſolation 
* N e a cal: nities of 

R | 

And as faith 5 is a n | 
* ha ppineſs, „ ſo is it likewiſe the ſure 
foundation of hope. mene even 
before it was founded upon faith, 
was the only relief from anxiety and 
diſquiet, that was left to the miſer- 
able race of mortals, from the fall. 
Hope, even when uncertain and un- 

feaſonable, can alone ſweeten the 
bitter cup of life. What conſolation 
then, what joy, what rapture, may 
we not raiſe from it; when it is 

_ 28 a ſure baſis ? upo W 
be E z 0 iſt, 
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Chriſt; the rock of our filntioa! 
that high prieſt, who en- 
d the veil, and taken poſs 
ſeſſion of all the Genen of heaven: 


that heaven, to which he hath Open- 
ed the way for us. That heaven, 
which the bleſſed hope of immorta- 
lity- maketh our portion and our 
poſſeſſion, even in this life | and 
therefore, whoever liveth ſo in this 
world, as to forfeit this hope, let him 
aſſure himſelf he hath renounced the 
greateſt conſolation; the greateſt, the 
nobleſt, {I had almoſt Laid) 7) the wy 
real enjoyment in life. 
J come now, in the laſt N 1 
the laſt and greateſt of the chriſtian 
virtues, charity: or, in other words, 
univerſal love, and ann to an * 
mankind; 4 | 
Abos eech 
een movement of the ſoul, is 
it poſſible to conceive a greater in- 
1 of the divine goodneſs, than 
to make that the * of our pro- 


feſſion, 


felicity, even in this world.” But in- 
deed; this is the eſtabliſhed courſe of 
Gov's providence towards us: and 
the great aim of all his diſpenſa- 
tions; to make us virtuous, in order 
to make us happy. And he hath 
made chriſtian * ve the greateſt vir- 
tue; becauſe it creates the en 
_— 
If a [einhs: and De briend- 
this be allowed the oreateſt felicity, 
this world can boaſt; how is xt 
Felicity multiplied, when this friend- 
ſhip, and this affection is extended 
to 4 mankind ? and this chriſtian 
charity requireth, and this chriſtian 
charity effectetn. How apps 
how heavenly a ſtate of mind, is 
that, which diſpoſeth a man to do 
good offices to all mankind ; and to 
take delight in every cireumſtance 
of happineſs,” that befalleth them 
this is the beſt emblem, as well as 
the beſt earneſt, of the joys of hea- 


E 4 ven 


ven | de it nnutiphieh our 1 
pineſs to infinity, even in this life. 
And this happineſs is ſo. naturally 
defirable, that they muſt be ſtrange- 
ly degenerate, who are not ſolicitous 
of the felicity of doing good, even 
tho they are regardleſs of the virtue 
from whence only it can flow ſin- 
cere. One would imagine from the 
conduct of Cæſar, 8 this was the 
principle that engaged him in all the 
toils and perils of his liſe; nay, even 
in the deſtruction. of ks: country; 
And Phalaris (if we may believe 
the image drawn of him in his 
epiſtles) graſped after that tyra 
that was ſo pernicious to himſelf and 
others, for no other ends, than 
the power; and the Rege of, do- 
ing good fficess. 

- And; indeed, this is fo = BT og 
* pleaſurs to an ingenuous and be- 
neficent mind, that one would think 
it were impoſſible to need arguments, 
or motives, to excite men to it, but 
2 3 9 on 
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on the contrary, that there was 4 
neceſſity of the utmoſt caution and 


reſtraint, to prevent the pleaſure 


from boiling over, into excels. . 


"Ani as this os is awe. 
every other Sa of -beneficence; 
in the relief ad the pour; and men 


AE RES” © 


Gl portion "of our ee _ 
have redeemed from fin and ſlavery; 


we have /aved a ſoul alive. Or that 
by one poor alms, we haye ad | 


1 that was appointed to die 


Theſe are acts, godlike in chats 


power, as well as their goodneſs : 
for what is there more glorious in 
the exerciſe of omnipotence l what 
is there ſo glorious as the beſtowing 


of life, and health, and happineſs] 


diffuſing felicity all around | it is no 


e then, that Gop ſhould be 
particularly delighted witk ſuch of- 
fies as theſe, as being the nobleſt 
imitation, and moſt lovely tranſeripts 


—_ * own . perfe 
as 


ectio * ſuch 


| 

J 

7 

0 

az 
nas 
Yi 

|. 


as will 1 moſt eeſeenble/x us to che divi- 
nity in this world, and make us 
happy with him to all Oy in the 
l. 

And now, my beethren, theſe a are 
the burdens the chriſtian religion im- 


poſeth upon you: and this is the yoke . 


our Meſied: Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ex- 
horteth you to take. And we may 
appeal to common ſenſe, whether 
_ theſe be not Hi ht burdens, and this 
an eaſy wok > an eaſy, a delightful 
yoke. A yoke, contrived, and 
framed — 1 for our . and 
happine A yoke, not intended 
to prepare us for new toils, and new 
loads; but to enable us to ſupport 
thoſe we already labour under: to 

enable us to bear the burden of life; 
not only with orga but with * 
Pleaſure. TO 
This, my brethren, is that vol 
n which the pretended free- 
thinkers, the vain-boaſters of this 
word,” would  redeein you, ty 
make 


e they 


thoſe virtues of their firmeſt ſuppor þ 


and their nobleſt rewards. To make 


you happy, they would redeem you 


from virtue, and the fear of Gov, 


OY To make you = 2 = 
ron wid- Fw — bf 


neſs, either in this world or _ 


next. Without which the very idea 


dent Dey is contradi 
furd. 


who challenge h pre-emin e 
the reſt of their ſpecies, by pre 
to live wh hor t gow 


would r. redvent 3 you from ane virtue 
to che we ching they would _ 
their ſureſt, and ſtrongeſt ſanctions, 


of happineſs in a reaſonable depen- 
ory and ab- | 


Thibſe are aides: that 5 ages. 5 
ry with cords of amy. This is that 

be afted, pedo order of men 3 " 
ich, ande reve- 


* | 


3 
N 
1 
RO 
"M3 
"oh 
9. o 
A aY 
* N 
9 | 
9 
48 
"i 
. 1 
4 N 
* 
. 
8 
i" 
* 
* 0 
£ 
8 * 
5 5 
1 
Fi. 
PY 
1 
1 
4 id 
1 
h 
e 
£3» 
- #1 
$5348 \ 
. * * 
92 * 
f 44 
K 3 4 
1 
„* 4 
EAA 
"0 
1; HY 
* 
PI 
+ 
441 Be + 
. F Y 
\ te 
: 1 
þ : 
Fi 
bat 
"= 
= : 
.— 
MH. 
TY 
IEEE 
, \ 
<3 
: A 
1 . 
%s "* g 
4 RE 
1 
e 
e 
$77 5 
4 YI 
.{ 7 
a”, 5 
1 
"0 £ 
TY 
oO” F 
k * at * 
wn |! 
1 HE 
| . X 
" £ 
T1 4 
e 
1 x 
i 
Wes 
. FR 
& 1 5 % Y 
. \s j 
+ |, 
Lon 
l 
. Yo 
1 } 
TEL 
7 e 
| Wy 
47 
T3 - 
* 4 
C5. IS. 1 
* 
123 
83 
A" 
% 
- * 
* x 
9 7 
2 
os BE” 4 
. N 1 
* ic 
1 
1 * 8 
1 
” TY... 
50 
A % wr 
7 4 
11 #2 
= 1 
— * 1 * 
1 
ö 1 4 
' 1 * 
1 g 4 
8 
* 
; 3% 
- Oh 
to 
F ) 
U 
7 5 
* e 
114 
”_ 
1 
* 
8 
x 
'y 
0 
wh. 
{ ® \ 
* 
iP 
* 
* 
a 


4 WD. 8 n 
_ TY ” 4 4 K 
Pp > Bog þ — . ſ— en——_ or rye 6s : - 
—  —— — — —_— . r — . 

Vn. ne — 2 

ro < a 

| 4 1 K N 
42 f 
- 5 


60 The Fillieith arifing. 8 


vidence of God in this world: FO 
without hope, at leaft without any 
rational and well : grouned. hope of 
heaven, in the next. f. e. In truth 
profeſſing themſelves 1 they are 
emphatically fooliſh ! for what Links | 
ture, that had the leaſt remains of 
reaſon, could bear the thoughts of 
an imperfect periſhable being, ſur- 
rounded with 2 on all ſides, in 
a world of vanity; unguided by hu. 
perior wiſdom, and unſupported by 
infinite power here; and unrewarded 
hereafter. Is it nter abt the 
only rational wiſh ſuch a creature 
could make, would be, to go out of 
that world, and to get rid of that 
being, as bon as poſſible. And of 
this the practice of ſelf- murder ſo 
frequent, and ſo vindicated - with 
free-thinkers, is A rw and a 
bundant proof. 13 
But fall it 1 be objeted; FI £ 
religion 3 is a yoke, and the duties of 
* anden; and why- ſhould e 
rn 


1 1 min bend themſelves to any 
; yoke? to this ILanſwer, that ſome 
yoke is abſolutely: neceſſary. We 
muſt either be ruled by reaſon or 
by _— one of theſe is un- 
avoidable: and che only queſtion is, 
which of them ought to rule? and 
it is juſt fuch a queſtion; as if we 
ſhould ſit dom and debate gravely, 
whether the eyes ſhould direct the 
feet, or the feet direct the eyes? the 
very queſtion is abſurd; and a ſe- 


rious ſolut ion of, it would be full as 
+ ridiculous. | Bi by e mag} 


But ſtill it is a | hdd Tue, 
| 5 what being is there, er in 
heaven or earth, that is not liable to 


aint? Almighty Gop cannot 
he, cannot deceive, cannot be un- 


zuſt or unmerciful: and is he the 


leſs happy on this accountꝰ 


muſt we be the leſs. happy, by de⸗ 
coming more like Gop; by being 


reſembled to the happieſt, as well 


As. * delt of Tue We call that 


our 


n Virtues. 6 


1 
- 
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Vance, beck is our glory. 


our & gens thoſe chains; for 1 


ſigns hf} honour. The | 


reaſon _— 
neceſſary to our ha WN they are 


the glory, and the privilege of rea- . 


ſanable beings. And to: ſha 


theſe for the licentious Erriende af 
fin, would be juſt as wiſe, as if 


Adam ſhould deliberadehy quit , the 


delights of paradice, for the briars 


and ey of this'vale of mi 


(as 
ſoon as Gop had curſed the earth) 


becauſe he could rove more at large 


amongſt them. Or that ſubjects, 
who were governed in freedom, and 


peace, * 05 plenty, ſhould, from the 


inſolence of proſperity, ſhake off that 


eaſy yoke ; the happieſt of all mor- 


tal conditions | break all the bonds 


of ſociety, and diſſolve into a lawleſs 
anarchy ; becauſe they would live 


without any fort of e And 


yet it is beyond all controverſy, that 


a 


of flavery, which are in truth ar 
LIEN 
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Practice of Chriſtian Virtues, 63 
a ſtate of lawleſs liberty, is a ſtate 
of the greateſt ſervitude, as well as 
miſery  umaginable : becauſe there 
villainy, and wickedneſs would have 
_ abſolute ſway. Nay, it is the baſeſt of 
all ſervitudes, where the worſe muſt 
tyrannize, and the beſt be o * 
And ſuch, in the ſtricteſt N is 
the dominion of blind impulſe, and 
unguided appetite. , 
And therefore, my brethren, 
W be the conduct of the mad, 
the giddy, the enſlaved, the dark, 
the deluded part of mankind ; let us, 
who are taught better things; who 
are more enlightened and informed; 
let us, who are (as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſeth it) children of the day, walk 
honeſtly as in the- day : not in rioting 
and drunkenneſs, not in chambering 


and wantonneſs, not in frrife and en- 


dying: poſſeſſing our ſouls in meekneſs; 
and followers of them, who thro faith 


and Patience, inherit the promiſes : 


n on the breaft-plate " ww 


64 The Felicity ariſing from, &e. 
ouſneſs: and love; and for a hel 
E hope of ſalvation ;- which hope'we 

have as an anchor of the foul, both ſure 
and ftedfaſt: which hope enterethawith- 
in the veil, the mamſions of. eternal bliſs, 
hither the forerunner is entered for 
us, even Jeſus, made an: high prieſt 


zer, 


far ever, after the arder &: oj "Melchi- 


Zedeck. | To whom, bx &c. 
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A plain Inquiry into the Reaſonable- 
neſs of ridi 
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2 Ep. of St. Peter, Ch. iii. Ver. 3. 0 


7 oui, this | rſh, that there | all 
come in the laſt Days Sco er, 
| walking after their own. Ls 8 5 * 


* 


* 
* oy o ? 


HE expreſſion x of the k day Ws, 

in the text, is varied by St. 
Jude, into that of the laſt time: 

beloved, remember the worde which 

re F the Apoſtles o 

our 2 70 2 C brift: how that they 

old you, there ſhould be moc lers in 

the laſt time, ho COT walk after 

. Nie "oor 
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66 A plain Injtiry into the 
their own ungodly lufts. Now by 
the laß time, is evidently HEINE 

times of the 
that celebrated divifion of = dura- 
tian of the world, amo ng the Jatbs. 
Two thouſand years $42.4 the law, 
two thouſand years un under the:law, 
and two tho ears under” the 
hn. ag * n this diviſion be | 
is no way material to 


2 eee W EV 


our SS purpoſe : : our Concern 1s 
only, to know, that the times in 
now live in, muſt, from the ear 
unpre) Sd acknowledgr gment of Fa 
Jews themlelves,. be REA times of the 
Meſſiab: foraſmuch as the times of | 
the Mel Jab, were always regar 
ds the la "ried; in this f grear d Ki- 
bütion, ET exhibiting the fat ner 
things ; 1 ; the laſt of hee diſpenſati- 
ons to mankind, 'in "this e Af 
ter Which, the world itſelf ſhould be 
kane Away. 'And therefore this pe 1104 
e Properly ll by't JE-EX- 
* FT 3 


x 


 Zime. And of this period, i it is pro- 


pheſied i in my text, that in it, ſnould 
_ Jeoffers e after» their u: 


And from the context it ap- 


— that theſe [coffers were men, 


IE; turned all revelation 


nto ridi- 


cule: and made a jeſt of all the 
promiſes and threats of the goſpel. 
And whereas the coming of our 
bleſſed Saviour, firſt, to execute ven- 


& pr 
er theſe inkdets e not forbeat 


inſulting the credulity of chriſtians 
upon theſe points, even in the apo- 


ftolix age. Eren in chat very a Lg 


wherein in Chriſt. had given f ſuch infi⸗ 


nite proofs of his power, and his 
veratity. 80 hardened is inſidelity | 
to the greateſt poſfible demonſtra- 
tions of Funck. nd altho' the farft 


of theſe promiſes was to be fulfilled 
in Gy very generation, and within | 


| profiiotiof” aheilaf days; and che loft 
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6 8 A plain Inquiry, into the. 


a very few years, and actually was 


ſo; yet could they not reſtrain their 
inſolence even for ſo ſmall a ſeaſon; 
but cried out, where is the promiſe of 
. his coming, even at the moment that 
his vengeance was impending over 
the heads of his enemies: nay, at 
the moment that the Roman army 


was executing ſome part of it BED: 


them. 8 

From the text, W explained, 1 
hall take r firſt to inquire i in- 
to the reaſonableneſs of this pra 


i A 


of ridiculing the principles and per- 


ſuaſions of thoſe who believe the 
ſcriptures to be the word of Gop: 
and ſecondly, I ſhall inquire into the 
nature and completion. of the we 
dienen now before us. 
Atihthen Ko... 5; 
Now 8if theſe principles are in 
cthemſelerz abſurd, and ſenſeleſs, it 
is indeed no wonder they ſhould be 
n _ n to men of freer 
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Merit of Ghriftian Faith. 69 
| thought, and more enlarged abilities. 
But, if, in truth, they contain in 
them, nothing abſurd, and irratio- 
nal, nothing unbecoming the digni- 
ty of our own nature, or unworthy 
the nature of Gop; it can never 
be either the duty, or the proof of 
ſuperior wiſdom, to make them the 
objects of reproach, or ridicule, but 
quite the contrary. 

Now the firſt Nee e of choſe 
who believe the ſeriptures to be the 
word of God is this; that it hath 
pleaſed the divine being, at ſundry 
times from the creation, to make ſe- 
veral revelations of himſelf, and his 
will, to his creatures, in order to 
their happineſs: to direct them in 
the ſeveral duties of life, and bind 
them more effectually to the dif- 
charge of them. 

And in order to determine the 
reaſonableneſs of this belief, it will 
be neceſſary to examine, whether 


ain with all his native * 
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* Wehen Napa Mög- 
of reaſon, and reflection, needed ariy 


aſſiſtance, or direction, or reſtraint of 
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a ſuperior being: and it is certain, 
that if with all thoſe boaſted advan- 
tages, he continued weak and igno- 
rant, and corrupt, liable to much er- 
ror, and iniquity. To many doubts 
that aſked for inſtruction, to many 
dlangers that called for aid, and many 
diſtreſſes that wanted alin in this 
condition, he muſt need the directi- 
on, and aſſiſtance of ſuperior wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, and the ſupport 
and reſtraint of ſuperior power: and 
that this is the beſt condition of man 
in a ſtate of nature, e no 
great ſagacity to conceive, nor 
nuity to acknowledge. And the man 
that was weak or wicked enough to 
deny this, to deny that he himſelf 
was weak, and wicked, and ignorant, 
would give ſuch 1 of leis 
 infincerity to the reſt of the world, 
as would abundantly confute his own 
* And the after this, he 
| Wen 


* 
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Heek da of i ignorance, barbarity, | 
auc brutali e which the whole 
heathen world labours at this day: 
as well as to the complaints, the 
corruptions, and the confeſſions of 
the whole antient, and more en- 
lightened heathen world, upon this 
head. And indeed Gop ſeemeth on 
purpoſe to have left mankind in ſe- 
veral places, and periods of time; to 
the error of their own ways, and 
the _— of their own wiſdom, on 

purpoſe to convince them of the ne- 
ceſſity of fig perior ſanctions, and a 
direction more than human. Is it 
then abſurd to believe, that a being, 
of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
moniſh a creature that needed ad- 
moniſhment, and inſtruction: a crea- 
ture liable to error, and iniquity, 
49 %% Ts 
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mendment? or rather is not ſuch in- 


formation and aſſiſtance, the neceſſa- 
ry conſequence of infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs ? for how is it poſſible to 


conceive highly, or even moderately, 
of the benignity of any being, who 


beheld his creatures, the work of his 


own hands, wandering i in the ways 


of error and iniquity, and treading 
in the paths that lead to mi 


uſery and 


deſtruction, without oncè reaching 
out his hand to conduct them: with- 
out once vouchſaving them the leaſt 
aid, or direction, or reproof: eſpe- 
5 cially when he might adminiſter any, 
.or all 'of theſe, with infinite. advan- 
tage to them, and without any de- 


gree of trouble or diſquiet to him- 


ſelf. A father that dealt thus by 


his children, would be a monſter 
among men! and could not fail to 
be treated as a creature loſt to all 
ſenſe of virtue, as well as paternal 
affection. A man that was capable 


of 


Merit of Chriflian Faith. 7 3 


of wa cruelty, even to be beaſts that 


periſh; a man, that failed to aid and 
relieve an innocent and - diſtreſſed 
brute, altho' with ſome d 


trouble to himſelf, could not but be 


regarded as greatly wanting in the 
principles of common humanity : and 
greatly eſtranged from that benigni- 
ty, and compaſſion, which is the 
trueſt teſt of goodneſs, and the ſure 


characteriſtic of every amiable ex- 


cellence in our compoſition. - And 
ſhall we then deny that excellence 


to Almighty Gop, without which, 
even man would be defective, and 
unlovely! without which, he would 
be monſtrous and malignant! and 


can it be weak and unwiſe to aſcribe 
that perfection to the Almighty 


which it would be fo utterly ſenſe- 
lefs, and iniquitous, and unphiloſo- 
phical to deny him ? can it be weak 
and unwiſe to believe that Gop ac- 
tually hath done, what would be fo 
abſolutely cruel, and ungodlike in 
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A plain Trquiry into the 


miſſion then, the deiſt hath no great 
reaſon to triumph upon this head, 
or to inſult the believer's weakneſs 
and want of i capacity. Nor is it poſ- 
ſible for him, to impute theſe de- 
fects and imperfections to others, 
upon this ſcore, without ſhamefully 
and ſignally n thoſe ee 
* himſelf. | 
The next principle * E 


evers, is 
ithis that the ſcriptures of the old 
and new teſtament, are the revealed 
will of Gop; and contain the chief 
of thoſe Sena! manifeſtations, which 
he hath been pleaſed to make of 
himſelf, and of his will to mankind, 
from the foundation of the rr 
The laws and precepts which he Ne th 
given his creatures, to walk by; 
containing in the cleareſt terms, the 
rules of their duty in the ſeveral re- 
lations of life; ther with their 
ſeveral Ginetlorss roger mighty rewards 


and dreadful * and both 
; theſe 


Mai * Einl. 75 
| theſe often and {ignally 'exemplified 


AL ces of! mercy, and 


e „ eee 8 already 
ſhown, that it is reaſonable to be- 

ere, that Go p hath at ſeveral time 

2 revelations of himſelf, and 
will to his creatures 3 the queſtion 
now before us, is, whether it be rea- 
ſonable to believe, that the ſcrip⸗ 
tures of the old and new i teſtament, 
contain any of thoſe revelations. 
And in order to determine us in this 
inquiry, it will be neceſſary to ex- 
amine whether thoſe ſcriptures have 
all the marks and characters of truth, 
internal, and external, that can rea- 
ſonably be demanded, or were ever 
required, to aſcertain the truth, 
and genuineneſs of any writings 
whatſoever, in the ſame circum- 
ſtances: ſuch as antiquity, ſince- 


Wah honeſty, and * ntereſtedneſs 
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576 A plain Inquiry into ble 
in the writers and relators; ſuf- 
ficient care in the keeping and con- 

veying thoſe writings to poſterity, 
pure, and uncorrupt; various copies 
in the hands of men of oppoſite 
perſuaſions and intereſts, to prevent 
all poſſibility of combination in fraud; 
ſtile and phraſeology of the age in 
which they profeſs to be publiſhed; 
the conſiſtency of manners, and 
times, and things, and characters, 
exhibited in them; purity, and per- 
fection of the precepts delivered: 
and laſtly, the dignity, coherence, 
and uniformity of the whole deſign; 
every way 5 the wiſdom, and 
power, and perfection of the ſu- 
preme being; whoſe will they pro- 
feſs to deliver, and whoſe work they 
profeſs to be. . 
And that they have all theſe 
marks, and characters of truth, hath 
been demonſtrated a thouſand times: 
nor have all the enemies of revelation, 
ever yet proved them defective in 
FF N any 


2 


7 one "i diets. hp fr ds 
and loudly called upon, and provo- 


ked, and challenged fo to do: and 
indeed often attempting to do ſo, to 
their infinite reproach | have theſe 
writings as much evidence of their 
truth, as they could, in the nature 


of things, be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 


or required to have, if all mankind 


agreed that they actually were true? 


they have, nor is it denied but they 


have: nay they have not only theſe 


evidences, but likewiſe evidences of 


4 ſuperior nature; ſuch as no other 


writings ever pretended to, from the 
foundation of the world! national 
inſtitutions, in memorial of facts 
there regiſtered, coeval with the 


facts themſelves; and uninterruptediy 


continaee from that 75 to this: : 


>. 4... 4 


danger, ac ar — a ex- 
nce, which they could never com- 


ine to impoſe upon themſelves and 


their 


ner, and for the e 


% Am, ee EA 
N dial 
aſons' there deli- 


_ could never, A the nature of 


r 0 at all. Prophecies car- 


by” Weben and gradually com- 
pleted in lt every age, from tliat 
day to this; and many of them, actu- 
ally and Wee true at this in- 
ſtant. Prophecies of events, in them- 
ſelves, e improbable; and 
fuch as no human wiſdom could 
boreſer, or 9 —4 contrive, or power 
childs; 1 not only: atteſted, bk fulfilled 


alſo, by the profeſſed, and known 


enemies to thoſe very truths they 
were intended to eſtabliſn. And if 
theſe writings are ſtill falſe, with all 
this evidence of truth, I deſire to 
know of the deiſt, how he will vin- 
dicate the juſtice, the wiſdom, and 
the goodneſs of G'oD, not only for 
e but for furniſhing clear 
Or accu- 


Ade vs, after al u this, be ra- 


be aha 
writings were ever — or re- 
quired to have, from the foundation 
of the world, and vaſtly more; ſuch - 
marks and chargers?! as no writings | 
that had half of them, were ever yet 
found to be falſe : is it irrational to 
believe, what it is impoſſible, upon 
ground of reaſon to doubt or to 
denyt is it any way conſiſtent with 
the divine goodneſs, is it poſſible in 
the nature of things, to give an infmite 
of invincible evidence to a he? 

moſt certainly it is not. And muſt 
we, after all, diſclaim theſe writings, 
becaufe a ors of en are vain, and 
wicked, and ignorant, and {hame- 
les enough, to ſneer, and to ſhake 
their heads, and break their jeſts, 
and revile where they ſhould reve- 


rence z 


rational conduct, and conviction; 
this would be to make error the teſt 


renee. Gon forbid 1 this would be 


to renounce all the poſlible teſts ay 
marks of truth and certainty ;. — 1 


would be to reverſe all the rules of a 


of 


of truth, and madneſs. the rule of 


reaſon. yy 


W 


' L ſhall at preſent mention, is this. 


That the ſcriptures being once proved 


to be the word of Go D, they are in- 
diſpenſably obliged to aſſent to the 


truth of every propoſition contained 
in them; and this is a neceſſary and 
unavoidable conſequence from the 
principle of their proceeding from, 
and being inſpired by Gop: for if 
they do come from Gop, every 
thing contained in them muſt be 
true; or Gop muſt be the author 
of untruth; which is impious, and 


eee ; and impoſſible to be 


imagined by any reaſonable creature. 
* it is upon this foundation, that 
faith 


principle;ias E weft indipentible 
duty that can 
the ſame time, the juſteſt a 
I und 34 


ſcriptures have all the characters and 
evidences. of truth that can be re- 
quired to demonſtrate any writing 
. e to be genuine, and au- 


thentic; (as they undoubtedly have) 


we muſt of neceſſity receive, 


1 them as ſuch: and if we oa 


ee 
thentic, we muſt of neceſſity. admit 
the truth of every thing contained in 
them ern we:alſabt- to 1 ar 


rances * es b eiec 5 101 we 
muſt have a firm dependence upon 
the power, and wiſdom, and truth, 
and goodneſs, and mercy of Al- 
br oe Gon: in 9 — there 


Con 


| ith the ah 8 


eee, dau at 


— — accoptanoe 
with Almighty God. : — if the 
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A ard the 
contained; and in the manner, 
under the clifiombetichs there Aren 
bited to us. And can there be a juſter 
or more eg recommendation of 
to the ſupreme” being 
than fuck a faith, and ſuch a de- 


two. he ſubjects, e ä K $999 
upon a careful furvey and candid in- 
quiry into his title, and conduct; 
and character, owned: his authority, 
and his laws; and upon all occa- 
ſions, made great acknowledgments 

of his juſtice, his wiſdom, and his 
4 e in a thouſand inſtances; 
= atone —— but really 
b had an intire dependence upon him, 
on the ſcore of thoſe perfections, 
and the many p 
| them. But another party of his ſub- 
= _ jects, not only diſputed; but reject- 
1 c thoſe laws, altho they had all 
rational grounds of being ſatisfied 
that they were his, if they would 
but take the double to examine ho- 
0K mou 


proofs he had given of 


3 a3 A_ . 2 * 
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1 Aicher — 
ſtance, that ever was pretended to 
be Sven, of his wild om, or juſtice, 
win : belive n 
regardleſs, that they were Grice 
Fan ry 36-4 ad 


norever woull and b pit ing 


which his admiters gave of 55 
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dined roy believe: of-1 hs 1 "i 
their own parts, * knew their 
| 2 and-needgd no diregion; nor 
any one of thoſe his bid Jaws 

as ſuch. hey eee no particular 
or Aa wlad. obligation to him, 
nor dependence upon him. And in 
conſequence; of theſe principles, ne- 
ver made him any open av 
acknowledgments, or addreſſes of 
thanks, for his protection, and the 
2 Mees d advantages of 
bur on the contrary conſtantly avoid- 


ed, and diligently declined ” occa- 
Genie, and ee and ſeaſons, of 


diſchargin A 9" duties to 5 1 
ſay, Fa the wiſeſt and beſt king 
in the world had ſubjects of theſe 
different characters, can it be a doubt 
with any rational creature, | which 
of. theſe. d ects that prince was 
Hobel 35 bound 


Merit of Chriſtian» Faith. % 
bound in honour, andi in conſcience, 
0: haye moſt regard for, or ſhewy 
moſt favour tor? a0 if it cannot, 
can it be a doubt with any rational 

ame, why. faith is ſo fifty and 
 frrongly inſiſted upon in the ſcrip- 
tures, as a qualification abſohincly; 
| | a y. to re- 
commend us to the favour and ace 
3 of Almighty Go 
But to this i it is objected, chat faith 
is, not in our power: no man can 
command his belief: and therefore 
it is abſurd to make that a neceſſa- 
ry recommendation to the favour of 
Gop, which is in no man's power 
to attain, To this I anſwer, that 
faith is the effect of a rational con- 
viction, and a rational conviction is 
the effect of an humble, a Candid, 
and a rational inquiry: is it 
poſſible any man can 1 to r EX= 
cuſed for neglecting to make ſuch 
an inquiry in the concern of his 
— intereſt? to omit a thouſand 
. other 


Ty of eee evi 
ce in ae of revelation; will 
any man pretend to have read Liſhy's 
method with the deiſts, and the de- 
fence. of it, candidly, and carefully, 
and with an humble and honeſt 8 
ſolution to embrace the truth, with- 
out as rational a conviction of the 
truth of revelation, as of any pro- 
poſition in Euclid #' and will any 
man then pretend to be excuſable 
for want of faith ? that is, for want 
of a rational conviction; when that 
want ariſeth only from his neglect- 
ing to employ a few! hours ſeriouſly, 

in the buſineſs of his own ſalvation? 
or what is full as bad, from indul 5 
ing that pride and arrogance, hic 
overbear Lon ſuppreſs the cleareſt evi- 
dence ? And therefore, with great 

ſubmiſſion, the infidel, is fo far from 
having a right to laugh at, and in- 
ſult the faith of chriſtians, that in 
truth, all mankind' have a right to 
inſult, and deſpiſe him (as far as cha- 


rity 


ede 


"hes content to be 'monſtrouſly flu. 


pid, and ſenſeleſs in en to his 
on = cheſt intereſt, hath yet effron- 
y 1 5 inſult gr" 28 "IN 


tures/in — it will be proper, 
in the next place, to examine into 
this particular cavils by: which they 
pretend to ſupport this LANE. And 
here, it might be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, in the general, that the deiſt 
maketh his own reaſon and even his 
humour, and vain: imagination, 

the teſt” of nuch, and ju 


Se. if Br n but lay: his Faiz 
upon one paſſage in thoſe facred 
writings, Which his ignorance, or 
prejudice, or favourite vice will not 
ſuffer him throughly to comprehend, | 

G 4 and 


88 A plain Ip was a 
and clearly to reco aeile to the wil 
dom; and goodneſs, nd other at- 
tributes of the divine being, he hath 
done with the whole buſineſs; of re- 
velation at once, and thinketh he 
hath an undoubted right to renounce 
it intirely : no this conduct is ma 
ny ways irrational and erroneous. 
1/½, Becauſe many paſſages in theile 
facred writings refer to the ſtate and 
things of another world: of which 
we Rar no adequate idea, and con- 
ſequently, are to be conſidered as ob- 
jects of faith, or trials of humi ity. 
 2dly, Becauſe many paſſages in 
them refer to cuſtoms and manners 
now obſolete,” and unknown: yet 
ſurely it would be ſtrange. reaſon- 
ing, 1 infer, that —— none ſuch 
are now known to exiſt, therefore ng 
ſuch ever did exiſt, And : 
3349, Becauſe our narrow con- 
ceptions are not the teſt of truth, 
Nothing but wiſdom, - infinite and 
unerring can be ſuch a'teſt, 


Ki e OR Ke "hi 
or cavil overthrow excellence, what 
would, become of the nobleſt princi- 
ples and productions of aſtronomy, 
natural philoſophy, and mechanics ? 
what rare work would ſuch critics 
make with the nobleſt eee 
of painting, architecture, and ſta- 
tuary, with the Cartoons, or the Ro- 
tunda, or the Coloſſus of Rhodes, up- 
on the ſame principles? When in- 
ſtead of examining the beauty, the 
grandeur, and the gn of the 
— they quarreled with the filing, 
the poliſhing, or the colouring = 
ſome. minute part, and diſclaimed 
the whole upon that account. Such 
little minds have no ideas of thoſe 
bold and. judicious neglects which 
are oftentimes the ſureſt marks of a 
great genius: ill would it fare with 
maſtery and magnificence, with the 
nobleſt productions of nature, and 
art, in the eſtimation of ſuch mor- 
Was: as well as with the ways and 


works | 


} 


i 1kS ow, TCCOT dates the ſerip- 
tures! but with this difference, that 
upon a farther, and ſtricter inquiry, 
the ways, and works, and word of 


God, are found not to ground i 


much as the pretence of any de 


of real negligence or defect, or inac- 


22 to ſupport the infidel's 
them. For extinyle; ns 
of theſe great geniuſes is very witty 


upon the ſtory of Balaam, and never 
met with any thing fo ridiculous, as 


the ſpeaking of an aſs! this poor 
creature forgetteth, that the organs 
of all animals are equally vocal in the 


hand of omnipotence | and is angry 
that Gop ſhould be ſaid to do that 


by a brute, which he himſelf might 


do in ſome degree, by many of the 
inferior creatures; which are every 


| day taught to peak. As for the de- 


corum and conſiſtency of the thing, 
it is in truth no more than Gop's 


making an aſs do in fact, what 2£/op 


| might make him Jo He upon a 
proper 


r Chriſtian * * 
hd propriety : 15 — ones by 
candid inquiry, it will not be eaſy 
to conceive, how, ſtupid: obſtir racy, 
an wi rage, could ber more p 


ture. 


* Another ee ice cha aucli 
ONns of the divine laws, laid 10 | wy 
the ſcriptures: and poſitively pronoun- 
ceth, and inſiſteth upon it, that a 
being infinitely good, cannot puniſh. 
When it is e a demonſtra- 
tion, that a governor of the worl; 
that did not puniſh (and that too ſo 
dreadfully as to deter from evil) could 
neither be infinitely, nor ſo much as 
tolerably good, becauſe ſuch a con- 
duct, would leave the beſt beings in 
the World, a prey to the worſt: which 
it cannot be conſiſtent with any de- 

of goodneſs to permit. Hoy 
e and wy re an e is "ur 


2 S Don . 


of the 2 to men "ol: this cha- 
mater 


n I uiry into the 


225. 4 ye. 4 among the 


people, O ye fools, "when will ye un- 


derfland ? he | that planted: the ear, 


2 he not hear | ? or 2. that made 


jo veins the N ei i; is be = 
teacheth. man; . knowled, 5 ſhall 3 not he 
puniſh ? Pſalm xciv. 8,9, 10. 
The ſame great genius is very an- 
g y that Gop ſhould be ſaid to 


command the 1/-aelites to he the 
Egyptians : What, Gop command 
| a w impoſlible ! 


It is indeed | impoſſible * Go OD 
ſhould' be unjuſt, or command in- 


ice: but 15 it be conſidered that 


: * 
the children of Iſrael were a free 


people, invited to, and fairly poſſeſſed 
of one of the richeſt regions of Egypt, 


and afterwards moſt injuriouſſy. har- 
raſſed and oppreſſed by the Egyp- 


tians, the direction of God at their 


Heparture, will juſtly be regarded not 
C 
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ſuppoſing this were not the caſe: it 
is in truth, no more impoſſible or 


iniquitous that Gop ſhould com- 


mand the 1/raelires to ſpoil the Egyp- 
Zians, than it would be in a noble- 


man to give any one in this audience 
a bill upon his ſteward for any ſum 
he thought fit to beſtow upon him. 


Nor doth it require any more than 


common ſenſe to ſee the equity of 
the conduct in one inſtance, as well 


as in the other. But the truth is, 


religion may ſay of reaſon, as Tully 
doth of Rome : it was the glory . 
Cicero, that his enemies were the 
enemies of the commonwealth : it is 
the glory of the chriſtian religion, 
that her enemies are the enemies ot 

common ſenſe. 
I have here eee ee as 
material; as wiſe, and as important 
objections againſt - the truth of the 
ſcriptures, as I ever yet met with, in 
the! writings of thoſe great men, en, who 
0 


as a robbery, but a "retribution. . But 
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2. 4 _ Inquiry into - the 


ay e be. ks 


mit, it were eaſy to inſtance in others. 


And if God enable me, I will conſider 
of them, upon otlier occaſions. In the 
mean time, I beg your patience for 
a few moments, upon the fecond 
head of this diſcourſe.” To wit, the 
nature, and completion of the pro- 
pheſy in my text, there ſball come in 


the | laſt days ſcoffers walking” : wad 


. * own tufts. 


| That the wiſcſt and moſt impor- 


tant inſtitutions ſhould at any time 


be the objects of ridicule to light 1 


bertines, and abandoned miſcreants, 


hath nothing extraordinary or ſu pri- 


ſing init. That e eee we. 3 


its firſt appearance in the world, ſ 
meet with oppoſition of every kind, 
is not much to be wondered. A re- 
ligion that 2 itſelf to the paſ- 
ſions, prejudices, and corruptions of 
kc world around it, could not 


JL fail 


& * * ; 1 
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fail to be much maligned, before it 
was rightly underſtood. And there- 

fore one need not wonder to find it 
early, and eagerly attacked, by a Lu- 
cian, a Porphery ry, and a Celſus. But 
when it is ſufficiently explained, and 
thoroughly underſtood, and not only 
proved, but allowed to have eſtabliſn- 
ed the nobleſt ſyſtem of morality, and 
theology, that ever the world was bleſ- 
ſed with; the moſt conducive to hu- 
man happineſs, the moſt perfective 
of human nature, and the moſt wor- 
thy the perfection and purity of Al- 
mighty Gop l that ſuch a religion, 
at this time of day, and in a chriſtian 
country, when it hath not only the 
advantage of proof, but of 1 
dice too on its ſide; ſhould: yet be 
ſeriouſly reviled, au deliberately ri- 
diculed by reafomble creatures, and 
profeſſed lovers of truth, and of man- 
kind! This I own, is matter of as 
much aſtoniſhment to me, as the 
* W revolution, or phæno- 


menon, 


96 A plain Inquity into:the 
menon, or event, I ever yet ſaw, or 
read, or heard of. And therefore, 


the foreſeeing, and foretelling this 


event, in theſe circumſtances, was 
only within his reach, who ſearcb. 
erb the ſecrets of all I: and ſeeth 


the thoughts afar off : and the beſt 
way of accounting for this ſtrange 


conduct, is, by conſidering it, as the 


dreadfulleſt effect of that ſignal in- 
fatuation, which Go p, in judgment, 
and in juſtice, ſuffereth any of his 


ſubjects to fall into, for their ſins. In 


them is clearly fulfilled, as formerly 
in the Fews, that 3 judgment 
of Gop, denounced by Eſaias, and 
applied by our bleſſed Saviour in the 
xuith Chapter of St. Mattbew. By 
hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not 
wnderſfiand and ſeeing ye Joy ſee, 
and ſhall nat perceive : for this peo- 
ples heart is waxed groſs, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have cloſed ; leaſt at any time 


they: ſhould fee with their eyes, an 


4 


J of 5 Tai 
| var ith" Meir” ear,” "ang 
 colrverr2d "nd I ſhould B 
ſenſible to their own, infatuate ſtu⸗ 
pidity in other reſpects; one inſtance 
of it, is ſo glaring, that it is not poſ- 


ſible they can reflect upon it, with- 


out ſhame and ſelf- conviction: and 
that is, that whilſt theſe /coffers are 
endeavouring to overthrow. revela-.. 
tion, they are in truth eſtabliſhing 
it. Whilſt they imagine they are 
deſtroying the chriſtian 8 » 
they are in reality but fulfilling 

chriſtian prophecy I theſe rel £ 
to their maker, are like. the mean- 
eſt rebels to their prince, their im- 
potent oppoſition doth but confirm 


and eſtabliſh the dominion it was 
intended to overthrow. This is the Þ 
peculiar felicity of the chriſtian re 
ligion; as it is the peculiar privilege f 


of 21 Chriſt, 15 nale his foes. his 
Wag ; 


* The 8 in the text, 


vever theſe. nien may pe i i 
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100 'The- ated * 
we of the foul is ſo — be. 


whe ſo clerriy aſe incon- 
tſtably demonſtrated ; that this doc- 


trine is not capable of greater evi- 
dence and certainty Wan it is already 
apponed Achte 1 C e dF 

However, foraſm Was for! men 

are ſo ſcrupulous in all points of fe- 
ligious belief, that they can aſſent to 
no truth which is not ſupported b 
' reaſon, as well as revelation; thete- 
fore he. buſineſs of, this diſcourſe 


the Petia proofs: and arguments 


for the immortality of the a. that 


n: and I hc 


are drawir för f e 


in the progreſs of theſe proofs, to 


R 


make it appear td you; that the 


who aſſert this doctrine, are in fo 


doing; as much better philoſop ers 
than thoſe that m 567 as A are 
bites: chriſtians, ” WE 


us a « body, had "tr: a5 b Tore] ; 
£ BY 1 ſeveral 


e you ſome of 


=—— _— . a a» „ mmm Jas , TY * 9 PWY 8 cc Rt 


ebe Sul l * 10. 

ſeyeral qualities, modes and proper- 
ties common to the whole maſs of 
matter, that is, common to all other 
bodies, ſuch as bulk, figure, exten- 
tion; ſolidity, and im penetrability, 

does not need a proof. That we 
have alſo a thinking principle with= 

in us, is evident Pe the beſt proof 
in the world; to wit, e 
and experience. That is, that we have 
all within us a thinking principle 
that directs our actions, and either 
cenſures or applauds them as they 
good or evil. That this Pe 
pie hath ſeveral qualities; modes and 
properties of a peculiar nature; ſuch 
as perception, willing, doubting, de- 
nying, judging, reflecting, remem-, 


bering, and the like, is evident from 


the ſame experience. Now I believe 
it will be allowed that there is no 
greater demonſtration that any two 
things are of different natures, than 
when it appears that their qualities 
and properties are intirely different: 
that the qualities, modes and proper- 
H 3ͤͥ ³ĩ ties 
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ties of the one, are inconſiſtent wich 


. and cannot be affirmed of the mod 5 


and properties of the other, without 
abſurdity. For example, there can- 
not be a better proof that a circle is 
not a ſquare, or a ſquare a circle, 
than that the properties of a circle 


cannot be applied to, or affirmed of 


the properties of a ſquare, nor the 
properties of a {quare affirmed of the 
properties of a circle, without abſur- 
dity and contradiction. If then the 
properties of body, cannot be appli- 
ed to the properties of that thinking 
principle within us, nor the proper- 


ties of that thinking principle appli- 


ed to the properties of body, without 
abſurdity and contradiction, then that 
thinking principle within us cannot 
be body. For inſtance, AF 
The properties of the ind 
principle within us, are theſe ; 
ceiving, doubting, denying, willing, 
conſenting, diſſenting, 8 * 
flecting, u NH Ge” 


; An 
3 - ; 
NY _ 
2 4 


- 


figure, — bulk, 9 


and ſuch as" reſult Bat theſe; as 
noothne , roughneſs, hardneſs, foft- 
3 No. ME" any man EXA= 


ties of f bodies” or can ay e to 
em „ Fer example hath a doubt 

or a enial. „or judgment, any colour 

or figure, or extention ?. can we pro: 

perly fay a white doubt or a ſcarlet 


denial, or a ſquare judgment? a re- 
fAlcRtion „ 
broad, or of a pound weight. If 

this cannot be ſaid, without r 

dity and contradiction, then it is 
evident that this thinking principle 

within us, is of a nature as different 

from body, as its properties and af. 
fections are from the properties n 
affections of body; ot in other 


words, that this thinking p : 
within us, which we call f 1, or jpi i 
3 „ 4 H 4 h * 
709 * 


_- 


10 be mm taliny 5 
Tits is of a quite different nature from 
body and is therefore as the philo- 
e expreſs it, immaterial... That 
is, of a very different nature from 
any bodily 4 Yuck 155 If 
If any man quarrel 3 this kind 
of. proof, let him remember, that it 
is the ſame that is often urged in 
BE of mathematical problems: 
and with ſufficient 3 and | 
approbation. That is, it is allowed 
in that ſcience which admits of the 
greateſt, certainty of any ſcience. un- 
der the fun... Which nevertheleſs re- 
quires no greater evidence of the 
truth of any poſition tl that the 
contrary, to it, is abſurd and con- 
tradictory n 
But ic may be 5 8. tha . 
chinking be not a property, or 1 mode, 
or affection of matter, as ſuch, yet 
who will Jay. that Gop cannot ſu- 
r a power of thinking 20 
ſtem of matter rightly diſpoſed; Fr 
This is Mr. Locke's objection: a 
e himſelf 3 it ſo weak, as to 


own 


xd — had hr 2 
dered the true principles of natural 
philoſophy, he Pas, have. kear 1ea, 
that it was highly unjuſtifiable to 
aſcribe any property to any —— 

which obſervation and experience 
did not diſcover to belong t 
thing : and that to call in - Gp Ih 
be 728 to ſupport what he himſelf 
thought the higheſt improbability; was 
at beſt, a very weak, and unphiloſo- 
phical Fob ak However, if this 
author means Gat Gop can ſuper- 
add to any body ſomething that is 
not body, we will readily on that 
he can: ſo hath he added the rea- 
ſonable foul to theſe houſes of clay 
which we: bear about us. But if BY 


means ſome new property of mat- 
ter, which it had not before; that 
ſuppoſition will eaſil be ſhewn te 
os ver then, without 
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he Foy obliz e us to o believe 
cog doth think : Desi it is a con- 
tradiction to thoſe ideas he himſelf 
hath given us of it. I will appeal to all 
mankind, whether the idea they have 
of matter, or in other words of that 
ſubſtance of which all bodies are 
compoſed, be not, that it is a lifeleſs, 
extended, unactive, paſſive princi- 
ple: aud Whether ha idea they have 
of that thinking principle within 
them, be not, that it is an active, 
brisg, unextended principle: ſo chat 
theſe two are privatively oppoſite; 
and as plainly sent as light 
and darkneſs. And therefore with 
great ſubmiſſion, this tenet is as ab- 
furd in philoſophy as tranſubſtantia- 
tion in religion. We both move and 
e from ourſelves, which plainly 


implies 


ftutcly — with the Pace 
d call it, ar Vis — 
that power by which all bodies fo 
far from having a principle of mo- 
tion within themſelves, have a na- 
tural oppoſition and reſiſtance to 
motion. Therefore, as long as our 
firſt idea of matter includes in it a 
paſſive, inert nature, it includes . 
an ur Ng of 2 
ind or caſe Sam: rn to xt | 
eaten to contrary motions, and 
purpoſes, is n clear argument ag 2 
the materiality of the ſoul : 2 all 
matter, as far as can be perceived by 
the moſt diſcerning and curious ob- 
ſervers of nature, is acted by certain 
fixed, neceſſary, invariable laws of 
motion: and therefore how that 


which is a neceſſary paſſive principle, 
a n down to known, neceſſary 


4 Es laws, | 
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lays, can be tlie ſource: of that fręe- 
dom and ſpontaneity we feel in our- 
ſelves, S, is _ unintelligible ; or 


* If Hg Nee — * 
ching as a thinking ſyſtem of matter, 
I. + iy it will eaſily be allowed, 


that it is that we bear about us: and 


yet I- think it is evident that this 
body of ours, neither thinks in the 
| whole. nor in its parts; for con- 


ſciouſneſs and reflection are eſſential 


to thought; and therefore if this 
body = ours thought, it muſt of 
neceſſity be conſcious to itſelf that 


it did think: whereas it is fo far 


otherwiſe, that we are conſcious to 
ourſelves, ahd convinced that it doth 
nab thigke-:: 1.) 

. Farther yet. It is i ah wn 
affections. of matter are inſeparab le 
from figure and extention: nor can 


we conceive it poſſible even for al- 


mich power to fuperadd any riew 
ll * 


an K — A — — xd ab So 
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be figured, -and extended : . ther 
if thought and its-th 
added to matter 
de 0 be fig gured ag Stender 
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— .ĩ — ——̃— 
6. 4 * Tie: 

hs.” x 


* 


c ¶—r CEASERS 
PHE J y 5. 1 « 
pre” n 

* 2 
6 


4 * 
. 
£ 
1 
} 
FA 
Q* 0: 
1 y 
þ = 


— 
1 " 8 


. — mot en 


— 
Y 7 ow — _ 
= . 
_— 


oa 9 gs are, n 
man tell, or ſo much as imagine how 
they can ariſe from. a material ſub- 
je, or be r ſited in it. 

From all this, 1 think: & FE very 
— * evident, that this thinking 
principle within us, which we call 
our ſoul, is immaterial: that is, that 
it is not a body. And if i 
then — for diviſibility is 


ot be bruiſed, or . or pier TCEQ, 
ts ſunder; for all theſe im- 
phy parts and diviſibility's nor can it 
ſuffer from the fermentation and 


conflict of jarring Principles within ; 3 
for this too would 1 imply ac 


tion ; and, if it be liable to . 
ee rom within, nor from with-. 
El | 3 out, 


I out, it 16 M Wl kal. tt | 
the ſoul is immort {Þ 7 
from ——— otene + of Gopal 
that I menu, is 5 it canno 
ible for- us to, * yo at 
| iſe than by 
zannidilated by the divine power. 
Now if Gon never annihila any of 
if every part of his crea- 
tion, be, as becomes the works of in- 
finite wiſdom, ezermal, if not 4 much 
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extention; yer the foul maybe body 


with pr © 
extention; other wiſe we 
ſhould - ſpeak with great propriety 


ly of "Hgured doubts; ſcarletir 
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1 and good ſenſe, if we reaſoned mo” 


biw, brances, 
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1 cha thing, as a think- 
em devoid of conſciouſneſs or 
n: that is, a en N 
chat cannot think. 
. „ that, matter, which; is a 
neceſſi Jle; and tied down to 
ze and invariable laws, can yet be 
the fountain of that freedom and 
ſportantlty, | Which we Sent in 
ourſelves. ang! WT 24.14 
Fourthly, chat; | ide or cho ughts 
which are immaterial, may yet 1 5 
from; and be repoſited in a material 
funzen And AL II UL 1 £5, SMES 
Laſtly, that tho ever 
portion of the creation be 
yet that which is 'im impaſſible-and | in- 
corruptible, that which is the glory 
and end of the Whole, ſhall periſh 


5 


— 


r * 
n 
2 A 


* 


PD. 


„% De Immortality of 


The next argument t t ſhall 
urge for the immortality. o che foul, 
is the conſent of manki 0 — — 
the voice of nature, or E Fi- 
fe of an univerſal traditions: 0 
an original pair. For though ſome 


nations have been reported fo be fo 


far ſunk into ignorance and barb 


ty, as to have no remains of r6ligion 


amongſt them; 3 no notion of a deity 5 
of the immortality, of the ſaul, or of 
future rewards and puniſhments, Vet 
after- accounts of the ſame countries, 
have made it appear, that theſe were 
the reports of men of {mall obſerva- 
tion, and no ſkill in the languages 
and manners of thoſe they deſeri 
But ſupp 
true, yet when. it is allowed that this 
— wh Fans Among ll =_ — 
nowing an e 
the world, all 1 can 
be made en the 1 ignorance of a few 
upon this point, is only this. That 
1 thus 


is. 
24 


ling theſe accounts to be 
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ly devenerate d from the 
— _ human 

n and brutality 
charare 1inzcquainted with it. Noe 
can fuch exceptions as theſe, hinder 


it from 3 the voice of nature: 


— 1 need, 
of concludin 


ſupported by fach evi- 
dences as e been fufficient ts 
perſuade the wiſeſt and beſt men in 
i or ſecondly, that it 


nature; und ry 
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116 The Immortality of | 
dence of reaſon, or both. And tho 


it were by tradition, yet if it had not 
been founded in the ſenſe of nature, 
it is not eaſy to conceive how it could 
have continued ſo univerſally in the 
world, even after all memory of its 
original Was tofly: and a fer from 
W Wen?: hott, 

Again, the oil nature of the 


Ad pleaſures plainly demonſtrates | 


a compoſition in our beings: the 
en of che body depend wholly 


upon it, and die with it: the plea- 


ſures of the mind, ſuch as virtue, 
wiſdom, and knowledge, have no 
kind of relation to the body ; other- 
wiſe than as the mind reſides in it: 
and are ſo perfectly diſtin from all 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, that they are 

oftentimes repugnant to, and utterly 
inconſiſtent with them. If then the 
mind hath a felicity diſtin& from the 
body, it muſt alſo have a principle of 
life diſtin& from it too: * all ap- 
en reſults. from the prime! 1 
4 31 E 


life and in in * od 

zerefore i On have a happineſs 

iſtinct from the bod y, it muſt alſo 
have a e le of life diſtinct from 
it too. And if ſo, then it can live 
without it, and ſeparate from it: and 
to purſue this argument, dach not 
the ſoul au pe alſo beſt, 


—— 10 «all commerce 5 4 
body? when it is neither diſturbed 
with wounds or dhe: with bodily 

leal pair 5 but. retires) as it 

ithir "itſelf ; and is wholly 
employed in its own. contemplations ? 

Do not the interventions of ſenſe, 
aud ſenſible | objects, obſtruct theſe 

ons? Is not the body a 
im ent to us, in our 
8 . Is it not then a 
clear 3 of reaſon, that we ſhall 
think and contemplate ure W ben 
we are rid of theſe ſenſes, and 


clog? 
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find, that as we have no perfect 
knowledge; {ſo have we (all my 
eonſidered) very little of pure and 


unmixed 3 this fide che grave: 


and ſince truth and knowledge are che 
aim and purpoſe of the foul, either 
it never. attains- the true end of its 
being, (and then it is the onl thing 
in nature that doth not) or elſe it 
muſt attain it after this liſe. Why 


are we urged to the purſuit and love 


of truth, why inclined and in 
to rd out the ſecrets of nature, 


to fathom. the depths of ſcience, to 


admire and to imitate the wiſdom 
and the goodneſs of Gop??\ To-what 

purpoſe this apparatus of abilities ca- 
pable of ciringl improvement? to 
what purpoſe objects of infinite per- 


fection 


are — 


in che ear) ar den our know= 
As) at” dur virtue. And there. 

fore ir is 6 del beteilige, he 
G8» ſhe £ furniſh ut | 
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And this leads us to" 
gument for the i 
ſoul, drawn from 
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gument frothy it, | Wakes en ford 
All the defires of nature have ob 
1 ſuited to them: and therefore 
ſince the defire of immortality is a 
deſire of nature, it muſt alſo have an 
obje & ſuitable to it: and if it have 
not — an object, then it is ill pla- 
ced, and conſec quently muſt Argue 
the author of nature either of weak 


e to be e from him: 
there be no futurity, whence th 
anxious ſollicitude about it? this 
ſtrange concern for what ſhall be 
hereakter | Is not the condition of 


fappoſition f they enjoy the. preſent, 
without any anxious foretaſte or fear 
of the future: whereas (if the ſoul be 
not immortal) we are tormented with 
fears that have no foundation, and 
with deſires that have no object. Is 
this the ee * — og 0.4 fad 


privi- 


pine to ks at once anxious and 


inſatiable 1:- Is this our boaſted pre- 
eminence, to be more miſerable and 
more ed than the beaſts. that 

in vain does the; atheiſt hab A 
that this defire of immortality can- 
not be from nature, becauſe. he de- 
fires: againſt i it, and wiſhes his being 
may. terminate with his life. Alas, 
this is but a poor ſubterfuge, and we 
may anſwer it, by an appeal to his 
own conſcience, whether his dread 
of futurity be not as great as his de- 
fire of annihilation ? we may alſo an- 


ſwer it, by an appeal to the cn. 


ſciences of all mankind, whether the 
deſire of deſtruction be not directly 

againſt nature? But however, the 
reaſon. of this deſire in ſome people 


is eaſily accounted for: the deſire of 


happineſs, is naturally connected to 


the deſire of being; ES therefore 


when men have forfeited. all their 
deſire 
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n life, and abhor death; 
however, it appen, that a man 
may be fo loaded with miſery as to 
be weary of life, and with for death; 
and yet will any man fay that the 
deſire of life is on a natural deſire, 
becauſe fome men may be ſo unh: 
py as to defire againſt it? No fureſy. 
Therefore if che accidental hatred of 
be be no argument againſt its be- 
ing naturally deſirable, neither ean 
fome mens abhorrence of immorta- 
„ be any proof that che deſire of 
1 net ſtrongly founded in nature. 
The compaſs of this diſcourſe will 
not allow me to purſue theſe and the 
remain ents for the immor- 
ality bf the foul, to their full ex- 
tent: anck therefore I ſhall content 
myſelf to tell you, that they are taken 
from the power of conſcience. From 
our own nature as free agents. The 
nature of good and evil. The un- 


THI equal 


* 


the power and 3 
of Gov. "Why are we reproached; 
why are Wm: wretched] by the 
reflexions'ob our our own breaſts, even at 
the hour of death, if we Jave forget 
obne NT of the erif of our dor 
bye are we ed to love! vir. 
due, why are we o often urged to 
the pia@ice:;uf i, ac the hazard of 
our lives, and all our 
neſs, if all our labours i ths der 
of it 2 be ee we ll 
U n the whale. I (WITS you, 
my brethren, to com IT 


* 5 


laid defi) you, with the abſurdittes 


of che contrary opinion, to 5 
ber, that the ehriſtian believes, on the 


ſide of philoſophy; with the defires 
of nature, with'the conſent of man 
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186 Is Immurtality. of 
kind, with; the natural ſenſe of con- 


ſeience, with the intereſts of virtue, 
and with the juſtice and goodneſs of 
Gop. Whereas the infidel believes, 
at leaſt pretends to believe, againſt 
philoſophy, againſt nature, againſt 
the conſent of mankind, againſt the 
intereſts of virtue, againſt the ſenſe 
of conſcience, and againſt the divine 
juſtice and Ae 1 And all theſe 
confirmed and aſcertained by a reve- 
lation from heaven. Let any man 
then fairly ſtate the arguments and 
the evidence on both ſides, and then 
try if he can balance one moment 
upon the folly. of infidelity, and the 
wiſdom of a philofophic. and chriſhien 
faith. 


"The gene <7 2 that 3 2 
Cn eſtabliſhing the immortality. of 


the ſoul, 18 very 5 and 1 
| alfo ſhall beg leave to conclude with 
f i (ith that great philo- 
£ c <_ ſopher) the ſoul be immortal, = 
40 doth not only gemand our earneſt 


| all:! g Fare 


£6 care * the e, pace Which we 
«© Call life, but for the whole extent 
4 f time. And certainly the dan- 
«ger of neglecting ths foul is yer 

dreadful. If ( ſaith he 2 | 
c were a'diffolitivn of the whole 


*</ man, it would: be: the moſt advan-. 


tageous thing that evuld: befal tlie 


_ wicked: 5. - they ſhould be 


£6: freed-at ionic,” from their body 


« and their it, and their depra- 
60 vity die wi their ſpirit: butnow, 
4 foraſmuell as the ſoul is immer; 


« and incorruptible, there is no - 
« ther poſſible method for eſcaping 
cc the evils that await wickedneſs; 
<<; there is ho other ſecurity, but that 
«which reſults from 3 and 
% rational en 13 FF, 
re philoſopher, © 150 3 

And elſewhere 55 telle us, ule 
we ought to ſpare no p e, for the 


attainment of virtue. And adds | 
ce the reaſon, for it is a noble con- 


te tenition, and a mighty me Do 
<< not 


my 


: 126 he Inionortality of 
e not they, (ſays he) who oontend 


66 lor victory in the race, and in the 
<«. palzſtra, enure themſclyes to tem- 
$ eme na abſtinenęe ? and ſhall 
it be impoſſible for thoſe that are 
We in the ſtudy of virtue; to 
<<. play the men, une the better 
66 of their And St. Pai 
in the ſame way of in 
with much ſtronger and nobler en- 
forcements in Chap. ix. I Ep. Cor. 


Wal e 


Know ye not (faith he) bat they 


which rum in a race rum all, but one 
Jeet the prise, fo. run" that ye 
may obtain. That is, in earthly 
races, all run, though but one can 
win the prize; but in the chriſtian 
courſe, all that contend. ſhall con- 
quer. All that run with patienee 
the race that is ſet before them; 


ſhall be ſure of the immortal re- 


Ward, and crown of conqueſt. He 
then adds, every man thut Priveth 


55 W 16 N in ali 
things, 


+, Fay, wag 


1 1 1 —— f mien 188 


But 


the Soul proved. 127 
things, nom they do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown, but we an incorrup- 
zible. Which that we all may one 
day obtain at the hand of God, he 
of his infinite mercy grant through 


the merits and mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 
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The Na ature, Foſſibility, | Eterni ty, 


and Juſtice, of Hell Torment 
2 * clearly Ex] plained. and; proved ; 
and the Obje ons to them full) 
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" St. Mare 


l fear not 18 which Bn 25 body, 
ut arb Hat” able to ill the foul 


* 


us 


1 # 


WA rather 
2 "Beftroy bot! 


Far him which i is able 7 
foul arid "body in Bell. 
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„ 2. K i, 
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H E diſtinct nature of the foul; 
its independency u pon the bo- 
dy, and its immortality, are I think 
implied with ſufficient evidence in 
theſe words. And therefore the bu- 
ſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be to in- 
quire into one condition of it in its 
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130 The N ature, 22 be. 


ſeparate ſtate: to wit, into the na- 


ture of thoſe puniſhments which our 
holy * aſſures us ſhall be the 
portion of 6. wicked, in aporyer 
world. 

Some dead 1 PNG 95 make a8 


to conclude from theſe words that che 


ſouls of finners ſhould be anni 

in hell ; little conſidering, that the 
threat wut then be ſenſclel and in- 
ſignificant; becauſe then, there would 
be as much reaſon to fear men that 
could put an end to our being in 
this world, as to fear Gop who 
would only armihilate our fouls i in 
another. Nay in truth, there would 
be more reaſon to fear men, that 
could diſtreſs and torment us in this 


world, than to fear God who could 


only put an end to thoſe diſtreſſes 


and torments in the next. Whereas 
the text fi ene a vaſt diſparity on 


the other ſide; and plainly 3 

that we ought not to fear men, ho 

can only kill the . in compart- 
| 1 fon 


"5 Hell. Tarments proved. 1 31 
ſon. of that mighty being \ ks. ir ab 
10 deſtroy bath go and 1 hndy in hell. 


| Beſides this, it is evident from ma- 1 
ny places of the holy ſcriptures, that i 
the original word (ares), which 
we miner to de/troy, ſignifies no more 
than bringing mi d calamity up- 


on the 1 it is applied to, as ap- 
pears from St. Paul s precept to de- 
— up the inceſtuous perſon to ſa- ! 
1 70 10 def. uc 104, that is, for 8 
In puniſhment. of the fleſh ; and = 
that paſſage in the firſt of St. Mark, ..._- 
where, the unclean ſpirit aſks our is 
bleſſed Savlour, Art thou COME; to de 
Are ref ? explained from a parallel 
in t the eighth chapter pf St. Mat 
how, Art thou come higher to torment 
us before the time? Though even 
without theſe proofs, r 


(needed) Which W: 
and the word 0 e which ſig & 


Fear not not them wobich kill the 
E. 2 . 


* 


132 We 7 ature; Pu bility, &c 
Body, ane are not able to hill as? 


but rather fear him who is able 20 _ | 


ob 4 'both- foul and. body in Bel 
Foraſmuch then as it is manifeſt 
chat the deſtruction in the text — 3 


nifies ca amity and n the bu 4 


_fineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall by to 


0 ! c 
27 wk 2 B. +. s iy 5 0 4 — 21 1433 23413 I 5 


F irſt, into the nature of that tor- 


ment. i: Ty : N . I: 
"Secondly, to de the rob, 
of It. * | 111 EH 1 5 8 Wise Hh 
And thirdly, e iet RG 160 
Fiiſt chen, as to'the' nature 51 chat 
Formen Winch awaits"the wicked in 


hell, it is e in eo 2 5 a. 


; pranks 75 a 0 5 A [ID 
1 the Worm, 4s meant that fting 
of conſcience; that remorſe and an- 
guiſh of Ioul, which wicked men 
ſhall feel in another world for 
all the evils they committed in 635 8 
10 which, Gop, by an” -unalterable 


"Om 3. decree, 


8 


— 


polka AY „4 te) 


ao... T coals; os; ood 


/ Hell Tar 


By the fire, we can end 
nothing, but chat material elemer 


tal —— 1 which we know to be the 
inſtrument of the moſt quick and 


exquiſite torment, that we can po 
ſibly conceive in this world. 


And as to the duration of Locks 


theſe; the ſcriptures every where aſ- 
ſure us, that it ſhall be eternal. To 


this purpoſe. are thoſe expreſſions, * 
The wicked ſhall go into everlaſting 


fre. And in the Epiſtle of Jude, 
they ſhall ſuffer the vengeance , ever- 
lating fire; and in many other N 
of the ſcriptures. 

But it is objected, that G 
throughout hs 


an at excellency ;. and that he 


will give the land of Cangan. to the 
= 5. chil- 


rec, hath made the ioſporable 


1 companions of guilt. n 


ſeriptures, eternal, 
and everlaſting, are uſed te ſignify 
only a limited duration: as When 
Gop faith, he will make Feruſalem 
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I anſwer, we Same: are e all 


conditibnal, and propoſed as rewards 
f obedience ; and therefore altho 


tive, but r av the liter ex- 
tent and import of the words, yet 
fince the conditions of thoſe promiſes 
were not performed, there can be no 
Aenne upon the juſtice and ve- 
racity of G o u for not fulfilling them: 
whereas, had thoſe rere been 
performed; and Go» had then failed 
of fulfilling his promiſe, ſuch an im- 
3 had been utterly unavoid- 
able, 
Foraſmuch then, as this is exactly 
the cafe, with regard to eternal re- 
wards and — our bleſſed 
Saviour hath expreſsly declared that 
they that have done evil, fhall go into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righ- 
#eous into everlafting h . this 1s a 


condi- 


11 , Ya as : , * * 
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enaidithids of. it de Flat, ahi ©. 
claration muſt of neceſſity take ef- 
ec otherwiſe it is impoſſible to 
dere © veracity and juſtice of 
God, S ſuch imputations, as 
ought not to be mentioned. And 
therefore it is, that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, to obviate all poſſibility of 
doubt, or craſion upon his thead z 
repeats, and inculcates the eternity 
of hell torments, no leſs then three 
times, without — du in the 
ninth chapter of St. Mark 
at the l and elne ns 
verſes : where ſpeakin g of ele 
cori that muſt be mortified, 
and Hoſe darling deſires that muſt 
be parted with, — torn away 
from the heart, rather than indul- 
ged in ſin; he tells us, Tf thy hand 
offend thee, cut it off + it is better for 
thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands, to go into Bell, into 
rhe fre that never ſhall be quenched : 


K 4 where 
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I 36 The: Nature, Paſtbilary, &c. 0 
er aber worm diethi nat, and the 


Fire is not quenabed. Aud if thy foot 
fend thee, cut it off « it is: better fur 
thee. to enter halt into life, than. Having 
to feet, tb be caſt into hell, into the 
fire that neuer ſhall . be auenched : 
where as. orm dlieth not, and the 
fire is. not| quenched. And if \ thine 
eye offend thee, Pluck it qui: it is bei. 
ter for tbee to enter into the kingdom 
of God with. one eye, than having twa 
eyes, to be caſt into hell fire: where 
their: worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not guenc bed. By this means, indu- 
ſtriouſly cutting off all hope, and 
abt of this puniſhment being 
only appointed tor a limited dura- 
tion. 

More: than this, in the nh Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, at the 46th Verſe, 
after our _ bleſſed Saviour had de- 
nounced the Sentence that ſhould 
be paſſed upon the wicked at the 
laſt 755 in be 41ſt Verſe, - Depart 
Jo me, Ye * into everlaſting 


fire, 


of Hell 'Torments: pr 
fre. And added che re 


ſentence; he concludes in this man- 
ner; and theſe ſball go away 'inta 
everlaſting puniſhment : but the rigb- 
teous into life eternal. Now foraſ- 
much as the happineſs here promiſed 
to. the righteous, is on all hands a- 
greed to be truly and ſtrictly eternal; 
the puniſhment which is oppoſed to 
id oo of neceſſity be ſo too. 
But it is objected, by a great man, 
that there is this difference, between 
promiſes and threats; that a promiſe 
confers a right upon another perſon ; 
and conſequently, he that promiſeth, 
is obliged to i. "Whereas he 
that threatneth, hath ſtill the power 
of execution in his own hands; and 
may, without injury, remit as noch 
of the puniſhment as he pleaſeth. | 
To this it may be anſwered, that 
it is ill arguing from the conduct of 
giddy and unſtable men, to the con- 
duct of that Gop, in whom there it 


2 variableneſs or ſhadow of ke | 


138 The IVature, Poſſibility, &c. 
Ee e n 2 

The threatnings of men, are for the 

moſt: part | light, and vain; 0 the | ef- 


therefore they are not always obliged 
to execute them. Quite otherwiſe z 
they are oftentimes obliged not to 


nings of Gap, are ſolemn declara- 


tions of unerring wiſdom, and diſ- 
paſſionate juſtice l and conſequent- 
ly, can in no wiſe admit to be pa- 
rallelled with the threats of men. 
Beſides this, the threatnings of Gon 
are by him, in his legi- 
ſlative capacity; as ſovereign judge 


and governor of the earth: they are 


penalties of laws; and how they can 
be remitted, when the violation of 
thoſe laws comes to be vindicated, at 
the day of judgment, is impoflible 
to conceive. | 


The plain deſign of -appliaing 


— 


that great and terrible day, is, to re- 


ward and puniſh his creation, accord- 
8 ing to their obſervance or tranſgreſ- 
„ 
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ney all that "ol in ſuch a man- 


ner, as that the ſentence then de- 
nounced, will probably remain a mo- 


nument of the terror and certainty, 

of divine juſtice to ſucceeding crea» 
tions: to all eternity! However, thus 
much is certain; that it is intended 
to vindicate and eſtabliſn the autho- 
rity of Gop; to the confuſion of 
| thoſe that now inſult, and diſpute, 
and deny it. And that Gop can 

vindicate and eftabliſh his authority, 
by ſhewing that his terrors are a bug- 
bear, and his threatnings _ 
cant, is altogether ſenſeleſs and ab- 
ſurd. Even the light of nature could 
diſcover, that ſome men muſt be pu- 
niſhed in another world, not for 
amendment, but example. And 
this, Plato cxprefaly mentions in his 
Gorgia. And probably the fame 
way of thinking led him into his 
e of fn curable 1 INCl - 


"oY 
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rable, in the firſt book! of his wr 


public. 


many divine threats mentioned in the 
ſcriptures, which never were ful- 
filled. As in the caſe of Minive, 


and many others; and conſequent- 


ly, that Gop is not . to exe 


cute his threats. 

Io0o this 1 1 that all thoſe 
threats are plainly conditional: and 
when the condition was fulfilled, 


they © ceaſed of courſe e. And this 


appears from Gop's own declara- 
tion: For at what inſtant I ſhall 


beni (faith Gop) concerning a na- 
tion, and concerning a kingdom to 


Pluck up, and to pull down, and 10 
defiroy it : if that nation, againſt 
whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I vill repent of the evil 
which I thought to do unto them, Jer. 
Xviii. 7, 8. It is evident from hence, 


that theſe. threats are conditional ; 


| and 0 likewiſe the denunciations of 
eternal 


It is farthes RANG chat ee ae 
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and cherer 1 if we repent and for- 
fake our fins, will al 
and of no effect. If we erke our 
fins, as the Minevites did, we ſhall, 
without queſtion, eſcape eternal dam- 
nation, as they did temporal puniſh- - 
ment: otherwiſe, our deſtruction will 
be as acievieabhe;” as without repen- 
tance, theirs'certainly had been. And 
to convince you that GD will not 
be remiſs" in the execution of his 
threats," let us remember, that when 
Samuel denounced Go p's wrath a- 
gainſt Saul, and that the kingdom 
was rent fem him, for his diſobe- 
dience in relation to Amalecl; he 
adds, De Hrengib of Ijrael nl Ber 
lie, nor repent; for he is not aan, 
rhat be ſhould repent." LE " Clearly um 
plying, that the Juſtice and veraci 
of G o were concerned in inflictin, 
a puniſhment, which he had abſo- 
lutely denounced; and 1e 

F it to be fo.” 
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Again, when Gop, declared that 
none of thoſs which had murmured 
againſt him in the wilderneſs, ſhould 


enter into the land Fe 


ſubjoins: I the Lord baus ſaid it, 1 
will ſurely do it. Plainly implying, 
that his decrees are immutable; and 
will have their effect. And when 
we conſider that Canaan was an em- 
blem of heaven, we ſhall have. the 

more reaſon to be confirmed. in this 
perſuaſion, that diſobedience, and ob- 
ſtinate impenitence, will eternally ex- 
clude us from the manſions of bliſs. 


And thus having ſhewn you, the 


nature, and duration of thole tor- 
ments, which ſhall be the portion of 
wicked men in another world: I 
roceed. in the next. place, | 
the poſſibility of them. In oppol 
tion to that objection with which 
{ome pretenders to wiſdom, are fo 
apt do inſult. believers : to wit, that 
it is impoſſible for 8090 bodies of 
| ours to abſt many hours in fla 


* 


23e. gg. 
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— 


can n they be conceived —— 
11211 yy - een 42 


no force, 


one, their whole ob 
And WW" it Is not JC 
God to alter, or inc his 

laws; or rather, 1 it inet 
reaſonable to think, wg he hath r- 


2 acid 0 yrs | Oren 


Again, if theſe: men were mode+ 


0p ſkilled 2 of nas. 
ture; 


old law, the non aſs one new 


— — a 
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ture ; they could not but know that 


; light and body are convertible into 


one another; that is, light is conver- 


tible into bodies of any other kind; 


and bodies of any kind whatſoever, 
are convertible into light. And for- 
aſmuch as all light 3 is fire, therefore 


re way . is, all bodies are ca- 
| pable of being turned into fire, and 
all fire, that is, all ignite bodies ca- 
pable of being turned into bodies of 
any other 9 And therefore to 
make any body capable of burning 
to all eternity, there needs no inore 

than the eſtabliſning of this one law, 
that all thoſe of — parts that are 
converted into fire ſhould immediate- 
ly be converted into the fubſtance of 
the ae By this means, our 
may ſubſiſt to all eternity in 
| the flames of hell, by a perpetual 
circulation of Ar r own parts, of 
body into fire, and fire into body; 5 


N. . = -_-F 
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of Hell Torments 
ate committed in hk box hip es * 
deſtructive — will immediately 
ſupplied by it again: and this 
gs light i into that obſcure 
paſſage in the ixth Chapter of St. 
Marl so goſpel at the 40th 
Where our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaking 
of the eternity of hell torments, — 
be ubm that dlieth not, and the. fre 2 
that ir not quencheul. He adds, as a 
reaſon and proof of the eternal du- 
ration of thoſe torments for every 
one, (that is, every one that thus 
ofen fall be e unh. fre; 
is, every wicked man that is 
caſt into hell ſhall de ſeaſoned with 
fire, in ſuch a manner, as that the 
very element, which, in this world. 
would deſtroy his body, ſhall then | 
preſerve. it, 1 render it inco 4 
able. And therefore he may pro-—- 
perly be ſaid to — 5 
in alluſion to that known ee 
of 1 which i is to "Jn tho 2 
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dies are to be —_— and raiſed in 
incorruption, Th 


1 RT CE 
to be periſhable. they are; 
and ſhall become p t, and of 


perpetual duration; in Ws de 


nnodated to the nature of that 
immortal ſoul from with 
= 0g 2a arted. 


8 to 


be —— — let me 
deſire him to conſider the ſun; that 
| mighty body of fire, that hath 1UD- 
f alle le many thouſands of years, in 


2 1 any one hath 2 mind to be farther ſatisfied i in this 


| Amerpretation, let him conſult Dr * comment up- 


on the * 
e one 


B CCC 


SD : 


aut ee Ak 7 the: fame 
n e 2 ** TOR conſider the 
Ae, aittioned y Pliny 


pas age, Winch is F | 
diminution, - or decay, from — _ 


nnn 
ble fuel, ee 
ſible diminution ? and might, with- 


intenſe fire, and then think 
ther it be not 
do that in the h 
cher world; which nur 400 pin 


torments, I proceed. inthe laſt wen 


to inquire into the juſtice of them. 
In the firſt. place then, I appre- 
bend, that ſuch a conc 


* Or that AP of the Alas, — | 
e g lai 


ſible for Gop, to 
body, in Ne | 


n 
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be accounted wiſe a 


whole! courſe of his life; and 7 
at prope intervals) laſhes, ah 
iſements beſt ſuited to his 


well beconie the 
and the : 
wiſeſt, and the juſteſt governor up- 
on aer ? and is not he puniſhing 
for life? Now ſuppoſe that 'crimi- 
nal as long-lived as any of the Aute- 
diluvians; would this make any al- 
teratioh in the juſtice of the ſen- 


the juſtice, 


tence? might not an Antediluvian 
ied for life as 


be as juſtly: condemn 
one of us? and might not ſuch con- 
nt have been as neceſſary for 


the terror of evil doers, then, as our? 


* 


and? rightecus ruler in "this: world; 
ought not to be deemed unwiſe; 'or: 
unjuſt, in the great g overnor of the [ 
univerſe. Now, I appeal to com 
mon fenſe,-whether the condemning 
ment, and hard labour, during cy 


y 
a 444 ana Fane 1 e W 


euilt;36 might not, in many caſes, 
goodneſs of the bel, the 
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1d will not the fame BL hold 
00d, on fuppoſition that fuch a cri- 
minal were to live two thouſand, or 
ten thouſand years, or twice or ten 
times as long ? there might ſtill be 
) d reaſon” for -conf 7 


bly aide the ns of his con- 
finement, and Far- rn I ſtill 
continue, and ſtrengt in propor 
tion to his longevity ; to prevent the 
ill effects of his evil inf and 
example: and ſhall we deem it un 
juſt in Gov, to puniſh for life? 
temporal magiſtrates puniſh for life, 
that is, for a few years, for the pre- 
vention of temporary evils; and the 
terror of beings who can live in this 
world but a few years. And for the 
ſame reaſon, Jod Almi ghty puniſh- 


eth for life, in another world; for 
the prevention of eternal evil: and 
the terror of em i are to —_ 


for ever. 


_ May it be found finally conſiſtent 
with the infinite goodneſs end iure 
of God; that the eternally chaſtiſed, 
may bear no greater proportion to 
the o other 1 inhabitants of * 


houſes, a er, n bear 
to the other inhabitants on eartlł 1. 
Thus much is certain: that 
puniſhmer NR? HEE 
| dior gail. N we are aſſured that 
bes. : and it is Pabel that the 
ements will fall heavieſt N 
„which more imme 
miniſlredd, ee eee 18 
The parable of Lazarus, and the 
rich man, doth I think juſtify this 
pre The rich man's guilt was 
gluttony; a continual ſelf- indul- 
gence in lun of appetite, which 
excluded all; ppt and com- 
paſſion. 
"Now. the more „nee 955 of 
his torment, is I think, clearly ww 


— rr nn in 3 ixth Chapter 
of St. Mark. 24 thine bum - offend 
tbᷣee, cut it of if rhine oe offend _ 
pluck it andy S . 

ſecondly, utter aüguhe) dt 

the — . mh to * 
be propo ti nabe to the Sad marr 
is to be obtained by the obſervance 
of them. For the nature, and end 
of government, clearly require, chat, 
as reward and ne ſhould at- 
tend duty and obedience, ſo likewiſe 
that evil and inconvenience ſhould 
await tranſgrefſion, and diſobedience, 
in the ſame proportion. Conſequent- 
ly that the penalties of laws that 
are calculated for infinite advantage, 
L 4 -. 8 
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ſhould be ſuch as might be ſufficient 


— 


to ane —_ violation 5 a _ 


ction — the: 1 —_ \di- | 
vine laws, is evident; becauſe even 


that is too often ineffectual. If then 


everlaſting happineſs be the reward 


of obedience. to the laws of Go, 
then. everlaſting miſery ought in ju- 
ſtice to be the . of diſobe- 
dience to them: And this argument 
at on cuts off all thoſe cavils, about 
the proportion between temporal 
erimes and eternal puniſhments. For 
let theſe eee but be conſi- 
dered as * penalties of laws, a 
_ culated for infinite and eternal 
and reaſon will immediately mo 
that the penalties of all bw ſhould 
be ſuch as might beſt prevent the 
tranſgreſſion yrs violation of them; 
and enforce and ſecure to them a ſe- 
rious and awful obſervance. And 
therefore that 1 leſs than * 
n 
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: 4 and infinite evil could be a wiſe | 
a proper, or, in any ſenſe, an ade- 
quaty penalty in the caſe badet us. 

HBeſides, let it be conſidered upon 
whor theſe penalties are to be in- 
flicted. Upon men in another world; 
upon beings: in their nature ,immbr- 
tal ; when this mortal ſpall aer put 
on immortality. That is, when their 
bodies are accommodated to the na- 
ture of their immortal ſouls. And 
to threaten ſuch beings with tempo- 
ral evils, in puniſhment of guilt, 

would be to threaten them, in a way 
utterly unworthy of the infinite Wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of God :| would be 
full an in gnificant, as if an earthly 
te Should threaten nothing 

Bus the ſlighteſt and. ſhorteſt fe 19 
ſtiſements, for the greateſt offences 
that could be . for mur- 
der, and inceſt, and blaſphemy ! for 
the higheſt and moſt continued tranſ- 
greſſions, and hene inſults upon 


God, 


Fes. 
oy 
hs 
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God, and the public peace, for 2 


ſeries of years. 

But farther. yet, if the malignity 
of all habitual fin be infinite, then 

the p t of all ſuch ſin may, 


and ought in juſtice to be ſo too. | 
That is, if all habitual ſinners (for 


ſuch only are conſigned to eternal 
perdition) commit infinite evil, then 
they all deſerve infinite puniſhment. 
Now that all habitual ſinners com- 


mit infinite evil, will appear, if we 
conſider that no perſon can be guilty 


of habitual fin, without infecting 


others, either by his — or 
allurement, or authority, or all toge- 
ther. And this will eaſily be allow- 
| ed, if we conſider firſt, 3 
can be committed but in 
ſociety; and ſecondly, that all fins 
are ene infectious and catch- 
ing: for evil hath this in common 
with good, that it is roman nm 

fuſive mad communicative. 
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8 2 — fins are won- 
derfully to propagate the 


viour r to the 5 
apter of 8b. Mathew, 2 15. 
They compaſs: ſen and land 3 
one profelyte, and when be it made, 
they make him two-fold more the chili 
of "ell thaw themſetves. And m_ 
fore, woe unto — Wi: then one 
that As he hooks fo, the 
original evil is quickly-prop: 
infinity 3. and eh the an- 
thor of it, is the author of infinite 
evil. And Daune as thei 
ſinners are the authors of all that evil 
that is pr ted by their means, 
cherefore they are 3 of in- 
finite evil. And conſequently all 
deſerve infinite puniſhment. 


Ic 


If it be 0 
ſion of evil — a ig lire: f 
mien, cannot be infinite, J deſire i 
may be remembered, that mathema- 
ticians have damonſirinet that mo- 
tion becomes infinite in a progreſſive 


communication of it through a ſe- 


- this a" twenty bodies, and that the 
Increaſe of evil in the communica: 
tion of it may be vaſtly greater than 
the increaſe of motion can be. And 
this will appear, if we conſider, firſt, 


the prodigious increaſe of evil in its 


communication: that converts to 

wickedneſs, generally peaking out- 
do their teachers. And ſecond- 
ly, that almoſt every act of fin is a 
; complicated evil: is evil in almoſt 
every relation of life. And that ſin, 

in this reſpect, reſembles that fire 
which ſhall be its puniſnment: that 
it always gathers ears in its pro- 
greſs; and increaſes as it proceeds: 
minſomuch, that at length it becomes 
an 1 evil of ſuch onultiplied * 


SO gg = @©T_TXxaS 


as" abnbt be led; 
2 of rules and 
but is unwieldy, and in 1 
If we add t6 all this, chat habits 
of An are never ſingle: 
bits of ſin derive ſuch 1 
upon the mind, as perverts the v 
moral ſtate of it: infpecich that 


ſearce any one thought or act of fucks 
a one's life can be the effect of vir- 
tue and t true religion : and that has 
bitual firiners' are ſeldom contented 


with ſingle converts, but often ſpread 
their infection through 


— maſs of fin, ſu 
increaſing in a pr 


to all eternity. 
fingle ſinner, (nay ſometimes of one 
ſingle fin) becomes ſuch an 


eril, that checehin 1 e bow 


wildered 3 in the a pm TI! "and md 


vaſt num 
rs. I fay;oif we confider all this 


rodigious proportion 
to the 1 of the world, and perhaps 
The guilt of one 
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it is conſiſtent with tl the ends of go- 
vernment ſo to do: nay, that mercy 
engages them to do ſo. That it ſeems 


enn chat this ivindeed at fiſt 
Gght a hard queſtion : for in r 


eternal torments, but how it can re- 


mit them. But yet if we caniſter 
that all theſe offences are ommitte 


— conſiſtent with the ends of 


to ſpare a penitent, and 
reformed Wb or rather a good 


and uſeful ſubject, that once was an 
really the caſe 


offender; for that is 
of a true penitent: I fay, if we con- 


ider all this we ſhall find it con- 
ſtent 


—— —„ 4 
juſtice of Gop can Puniſh ſin with 
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to forgive fin, upon = thorough re- 
m. T and epentance, though 
form? iony ibis . 
ly impoſſible, and inconſiſtent. 
And thus I have dert Fa. "7 
as few words as the compaſs of this 
diſcourſe would allow, to ſhew y 
the nature, the poſſibility, ay" the 
Tien Ivey puniſh 
particularly I 1 ae 
od to eſtabliſh the laſt of theſe upa 
a rational and ſolid foundation. 
n his cha dies 
wickedneſs of every kind hath a 
ee r to make its proſe- 
lytes miſerable, both in this world, 
and in the next. That wicked men 
acquire ſuch habits of vice in this 
world, as are directly contrary to the 
beatitudes of inte and utterly 
inconſiſtent with them: and ſuch as 
make them incapable of any but the 
ſociety of curſed” ſpirits. Nor is it 
any more poſſible, for for evil men, o 
oh . derive 
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derive any pleaſure from the weich 
of angels and archangels, than it is 


for envy, and hatred; and malice, and 
all ; uncharitableneſs, to dwell with 
purity and Parete _ univerſal be- 
newolence. $2015 5 

I ſhall beg leave to mention one 
bins more, to the ſame purpoſe: 
which, if it doth not carry with it 
the ſtrength and force of full demon- 


ſtration, yet at leaſt appears highly 


reaſonable and juſt: the argument is 
this. If habitual and hardened ſin- 
ners that have died in their guilt, are 
doing evil to all eternity, then is it 
but juſt they ſhould ſuffer evil to all 
eternity. Now that they are doing 


evil to all eternity, ſeems reaſonable 


to believe from the nature of habi- 


tual ſin; which gives the mind ſuch 


a corrupt and perverſe diſpoſition, 
and ſuch an averſion from Gop and 
goodnels, as muſt continue with it 
to all eternity: and which, would 


itſelf be hell enough, if there were 


NO 
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no other. For if the wicked man 
hated Gop in this world, When he 


received ſo many bleſſings and bene- 
fits from him 

the next, when he hath! renounced 
him, and fhut him out from his pre- 


ſence for ever l if he hated virtue in $ 


this world, when it might have been 


of advantage to him, will he love it 


in the next, when it can be no more 


of uſe to him l is it not more rea- 
ſonable to believe, that he will fall 
into the ſame deſperate condition, 
with thoſe accurſed ſpirits to whoſe 


ſociety he is ee n ? that he 


will become like them, a monſter of 


evil; and will Place his only remain 


of happineſs, in rebellion, and re- 


venge, and in doing deſpite to Go p 
and goodneſs as far as in him lieth to 
all eternity. And conſequently that 

he will deſerve and derive upon him- 


ſelf eternal puniſhment. . And this 


brings me to conſider the deplorable 


condition of ſuch as are ſhut out 


M from 


im, will he love him in 
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162 The Mature, Poſſibility, &c 
from happineſs and from — re- 
3 for eve. 5 
I !he deſire of happineſs is und- 
ed in ur being, and muſt laſt with 
it. Alas then, how dreadful is the 
condition of that man, who muſt 
lire under all the effects of that 
ſtrong deſire, and at the fame time 
under an utter impoſſibility of gra- 
tifying it in one ſingle point, to all 
eternity] if hope, even deferred, ma- 
keth the heart fc, what exceſs of 
anguiſh: muſt be the effect of hope 
irrecoverably diſappointed ? When 
Cain was ſhut out from the more 
immediate preſence of Go p, he 
cried out, u Puniſhment is greater 


than I am able to bear, for from thy 
face ſpall I be bid. If an excluſion 


from the preſence and favour of Gop 
here, be an inſupportable calamity to 
a thinking being, how dreadful will 


that ſentence be at the laſt day, de- 


part from me, yecurſed ? The pangs 
of a guilty conſcience are often pier- 


2 = 
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cing, and inconſolable even in this 
world; amidſt all the falſe hopes of 
umehsimeng! and the hurry of br buſi- 
neſs and diverſion, that endeavour to | 
alleviate and amuſe them. 
Gop, how dreadful muſt: all theſe 
be when they are awakened into all 
their terror l and the ſoul: hath no- 
thing to divert it, from reflecting up- 
on horror, and guilt, and FR 
Faden Ages 

It cannot *Y denied a an ex- 
emption from hell fire, would be a 
proſpect of great conſolation to wick- 
ed men at the hour of death; and 
yet upon ſuppoſition that this could 
be obtained, it is evident to a de- 
— that they would be 
y, and inſupportably miſer- 

able even after this. For if the eſcape 
of eternal evil be an infinite good, 
then, by the ſame parity of reaſon, 
the a e of eternal good will 
be an infinite evil | 80 thas altho' 
an exemption from infinite evil 
M 2 might, 


164 The Nature; Poſſibility,&c. 
might, at firſt, be matter of great 
conſolation to a finner yet the ſenſe 


of being bereft of | 


nfinite good, of 


loſing, not only the 1 of: his 


wonted happineſs, but even of che 
higheſt ad. moſt conſummate feli- 
city, would even after that be an 
eternal, and intolerable affliction to 
his ſoul. This will be clear from a 
very familiar inſtance. Suppole the 
rich man in the goſpel, upon u hi be- 
ing taken out of this IT to be 
carried, not into hell; but into ſome 
other region: from whence, he had 
all the joys and glories of heaven! in 
full proſpect: but with a great gulf 
fred between, which could. wor ebe 
paſſed over, from either ſide. 


Suppoſe him in e to 
ſee Lazarus (whom he would not 


have ſet to eat with his dogs) in full 


enjoyment of all thoſe: heavenly bea- 
titudes ; and himfelf Jcternally ex- 
cluded. Suppoſing, that in this ſitua- 
Hon, as: neither e dogs to lick 


his 


of . Hell Ter menct prbved. 165 


his ſores; nor water to cool his 
tongue in torment; would he be 
happy for all that? far from it! for 
if the evil habits of the mind, con- 
tracted in tllis world, continue withs it 
for ever, as undoubtedly they muſt : 
it is evident that remorſe, : rancour, 
and envy, would ſtill- raiſe | worſe 
ſores. and ulcers. in his ſoul: and 
kindle a. fire that never could be 
quenched. Take away then the 
flames of hell from a ſinner, he will, 
he muſt be miſerable, infinitely mi- 
ſerable, as long as you leave the 
beatitudes of heaven: behind them! 
How wretched, how unſpeakably 
deplorable is the condition of that 
man, whom, a - riddance from the 
torments of hell can never make 
happy 3 and whom, even the bea- 
titudes of heaven muſt make eter- 
nally miſerable | And is not every 
impenitent finner this man ? And is 
not this conſideration enough to 

ſtrike that ſinner dead! 


* . 


166 The Nature, Poſibility, ee. 
| Yes | this is the very beſt that an 


it is the leaſt that he muſt endure : 
he muſt not only loſe eternal good, 


but he muſt feel eternal evil. He 


muſt not only be deprived. of the 
joys of heaven, but he muſt be im- 
merſed in the miſeries of hell; into 
the fire that never ſhall be quenched: 
where their worm dieth nat, and the 
fire is not quenched. . 


From * whith dne tees 


able doom, Gop, of his infinite 
mercy deliver us all, through the 


merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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xv. Ver. 51, 52. 


Rebell, 1 Sem you a nftery ! We 


Hall not all ſleep, but we ſhall a: 


9 9 


** 


Ze changed, in a moment, in ihe 
zwinkling of an eye, at. the laß: 
for the trumpet Gall 
ſound, and the dead all be raiſed 
mncorruptible, and we. fall be 


7 Wn 


changed. 33 5 : 7 
Know no one teath more. clearly 

demonſtrable from the principles 
of right reafon, than, that the du- 


ties of morality, which are of eternal 
obli- 
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168 The Reſurre&ion proved. 
obligation, muſt, in conſequence of 
the eſs, and juſtice of Gov, 


thy the wiſdom, the goodneſs, and 
wg juſtice, of Gop., =s lince thoſe 
rewards and” puniſhinents | are not 
adequately. diſtributed in this world, 
where virtue is too often oppteſied, 
and vice triumphs : from hence rea- 


fon infers the" neceſſity of a future 
ſtate; where the inequalities of this 
preſent life ſhall be adjuſted, and 
virtue, and vice ſhall. be rewarded; 

and puniſhed, in the proportion, that 
is moſt ſuitable to the wiſdom, and 
juſtice of that great being that go- 
verns the world. And this is ſo per- 
fedth agreeable to the nature of mo- 
ral duties, and the reaſon of man- 
kind; that Plato, in the tenth book 
of his laws, could from thence infer 
the neceſſity: of a divine judgment, 


which none ſhould eſcape. And that 
_ gods, in conſequence ova their: ha- 


54 . - 


be certainly, and neceſſari = 


with rewards, and puniſhments wor- 
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tred of vice, and love of virtue, muſt 
neceſſarily puniſh wicked men, and 

reward the 1 both in this life, | 
and after it. N 
Now, it is upon theſe Karr 
that the doctrine of the reſurrection 
is evidenced to be juſt, and reaſon- 
able: for altho' it be in the number 
of thoſe truths which unaſſiſted rea- 
ſon could never diſcover; at leaſt, 
could never aſcertain to any ſaint 
degree of evidence; yet 2 once it 
is diſcovered, it appeareth ſo fit, and 
juſt; ſo, every way agreeable. to the 
divine goodneſs, and juſtice, and to 
the nature of mankind, that one 
would think all unprejudiced per- 
ſons muſt readily aſſent to it. How - 
ever, ſince there are always i in the 
world, who are ready to doubt and 
deny every religious truth, that is 
attended with the leaſt. difficulty, 
(altho' warranted by the teſtimony of 
Gop himſelf) and call every thing 
ab ſurd and wn which their 
narrow 
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170 The Reſurredtion proved. 
narrow underſtandings cannot eaſily 


comprehend, nor their corrupt hearts 


aſſent to; therefore I ſhall endeavour 


in the following diſcourſe, to ſhow 


you, 


fible. 
Secondly, that it is, Ginn the na- 
ture and reaſon of things Lace cre- 
dible, and rational. And 
Thirdly, that both our own na- 
ture, 3 \the- moral attributes of 
Gop do neceſſarily require it. 
Firſt then; I fay the reſurrection 
is poſſible. 
If the refurre&ion 1 were impoth- 
ble, it muſt be fo, either becauſe no 
agent can be conceived of ſufficient 
2 and wiſdom to effect it; or 
uſe of ſome repugnancy in the 


nature of matter that might render 


it impoſlible for the parts of our bo- 


dies to be recovered into their firſt 


form after they were diſſolved into 
duſt * aſhes. 


As 


Firſt, that the eafaravttien is pol. | 


S 8. 2 


0 


3 2 SN 


As to the firſt of theſe ſurely it 

were amazing if any one ſhould ima- 
gine the reſurrection impoſſible for 
want of a ſufficient agent, when it 
is confidered that the ſame almighty 
power, which produced man origi- 
nally out of duft, muſt neceſſarily 
be able to reſtore him when diſſolved 
into it. Surely none can be fo weak 
as to imagine, that he, who knoweth 
whereof we are made, who formed 
us from the duſt, and turneth us into 
it again at pleaſure; who/e eyes did 
fee our fubflance yet being tnperfet?, 
when we were made ſecretly, and fa- 
ſbioned beneath in the earth ; that be, 
in whoſe Bool were all our members 
written, which day by day were fa- 
ſpiened, when as yet there was none 
of them : that he ſhould be at a 
loſs, ta reſtore our diffolved fub- 
ſtance into form, and give beauty 
and order to all the parts of our 
compoſition ; to cement the bones, 
and knit the joints; to brace the 

e muſcles, 


172 The Reſurrection proved. 
- muſcles, and inſpirit the eye 1 to 


ſpread abroad pri curious embroi- 


dery of nerves, and arteries, and 
: veins : 5 and diſtend them 1 all with 

their proper fluids ! This would be 
todeny to Gop the fame power over 
man, over this compoſition of clay, 
(maſterly as it 1s) which common ar- 
tiſts claim over their works ; which 


they can break, or melt down, at 
5 will and raiſe a 


into the ſame ; 
or, if they pleaſe, into. much more 


beautiful and perfect forms. K 
The goldſmith can diſſolve his 


metals, 10 as that they ſhall not 


have the leaſt appearance of what 
they were; nay, that they ſhall not 
have apparently any one diſtinguiſh- 

ing quality that they had before. He 


can reduce gold — ſilver, into a 


ſubſtance as different from gold and 
ſilver (to all appearance) as duft and 

aſhes are from fleſh and blood: and 
yet he can recover them again into 


dir firſt form, with as me eaſe 


1 | as 


' The ReſurreBtion proved. 1573 
as he diſſolved them. And what is 


more appoſite to the preſent pages 
this diſſolution is, for the moſt part, 


in order to their refinement. And 


is not this alſo the power of the pot- 


ter over his clay ? and is not this 
power | claimed, over and Over, by 


Almighty Gop; throughout the 


courſe of the inſpired writings? and 
would it not be highly monſtrous to 


deny to Gop the ſame power over 


his own creation, which a common. 


artiſt claims over his materials? It 


is abſurd therefore, utterly abſurd, to 


imagine the reſurrection impoſſible 


for want of an agent of ſufficient 


And that there is no repugnancy 
on the part of matter (that is, on the 


part of that periſhable ſubſtance of 


which our bodies are compoſed) that 
might hinder the altered and diſſolv- 
ed parts of our frame from being re- 


reſtored to their firſt form, is evident; 


for as much as it is agreed among 
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174 The Reſtitreftion provid, 


_ philoſophers, that however bodies 
may be altered or diſſolved, the ſame 
matter always remains, and-is in its 


vwh nature, indifferent to all forms, 


and ſuſceptible of any; that the ſame 


ſubſtance which now is earth and 


aſhes, is in its own nature, | equally 
fitted to become fleſh\and blood ; 

or if any of the parts of matter have 
à natural fitneſs for one form more 
than another, oh account of their 
elementary differences, it is certain 
this fitneſs ſtill continues after the 
diſſolution of bodies; ſince no cor- 


poſed to go farther than the feſolu- 


tion of bodies into their ſimple or 
clementary principles. If therefore 
there was originally any fitneſs in the 
conſtituent parts of human bodies to 
 cotiſtitute bodies of ſuch a form, it 


is evident, that fitneſs muſt remain 


after their diſſolution ; and will there- 
fore be ſo far from being a hindrance 


to the reflitgtion of their form, that 
it 


The Reſurreftion proved. 175 
it will greatly promote it; and if 
God needed any aſſiſtance, would 


render the work more eaſy to him 
(humanly ſpeaking) than it otherwiſe 


would be. It is evident therefore 


that there is no repugnancy, on the 
of matter, that might render 


the reſtitution of bodies 8 their ori- 


ginal form, impoſſible, or in any de- 
gree improbable. And therefore the 
reſurrection is not rag on Ou 
account. 55 
But it is objected that ſome han 
bodies become the prey of fiſhes, and 
other creatures ; and that theſe fiſhes 


become the Lood of other men; alſo 


that men fo s feed upon one 


another, (as in fieges, and as we are 


told ſome wild barbarians do upon 
their enemies) and that by this means, 


that which was before a part of one 


man's body, becomes now a part of 
another man's; and therefore it is 
impoſhble for all men to appear with 


their intire bodies, at the reſurrection; 


ſince 
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De Reſurrefion proven. 
= ſome of them muſt by this 
means, of neceſſity be imperfect. 5 
To this I anſwer, that unleſs it 


wr) be proved, that ſome men had 


fed from their infancy upon human 
fleſh, and drank nothing but blood, 
(which is impoſſible) this objection 
can have no force: for whoever con- 
fiders how little addition a few chance 
meals make to the body, and how 
quickly that little addition paſſeth 
away, by perſpiration, and the natu- 
ral diſcharges, and changes of our 
frame; will find this objection to be 
trifling and groundleſs ; and (as moſt 
other e againſt religion are) 
the effect of i ignorance, and narrow 


thinking. | Nay if it could be proved 


that = men had fed from their 


infancy upon human fleſh ack drank 
nothing but human blood, the ob- 
jection would upon the preſent known 
principles of natural philoſophy be 
of no force. Inaſmuch as it is now 
wn, and agreed upon the cleareſt 


evidence, 


The Refurre&ion proved. 17 77 


evidence, and beſt proof, that the W. 
lids of all bodies — and vege- 
table, are in their ſeeds: and that all 
growth and increaſe of bodies is only 


an addition of foreign fluids: which 


are properly no eſſential part of the 


bodies diſtended and enlarged by 
them. And therefore if all mankind 
fed upon one another as much as they 
poſſibly could from generation to ge- 


neration : this would be no objection 


to their all appearing with their own, 
entire, e bodies, at the 95 of 
judgment. 

But it is IG objected, nd 2 
not without reaſon, that there are 
ſome parts of our preſent bodies ſub" 


ſervient to mortal and mean uſes: 


and therefore it is not to be imagined 
that men ſhould riſe with their in- 


tire bodies at the laſt day, ſince ma- 
ny of their preſent. parts will be uſe - 
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178 The Reſurrection proved. 
To this it may be anſwered, that 
the wiſdom of Go p might ſo conſti- 
tute ſome parts of our frame, as to 
anſwer one uſe, in this life, and much 
higher and nobler purpoſes in ano- 
ther: nor will it follow, that the 
body is not the ſame, though the 
faſhion of ſome of its parts ſhould be 
very different at the laſt, from what 
we behold them at rden An 
acorn is a ſubſtance ſeemingly of a 
very different nature from an oak; 
and yet it is agreed among natural. 
iſts, that this noble vegetable, the 
pride of the foreſt, is no more than 
an acorn unfolded and diſplayed in 
all its glory and grandeur. A cater- 
pillar hath a vaſt number of feet to 
convey it from place to place, in that 
mean, crawling condition, to which 
it is condemned for a ſeaſon : it hath 
alſo a great number of hideous hairs, 
and other deformities ; all which in- 
tirely diſappear when it changeth in- 
to a * and * ab — . 
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nature and an of things high- 
thing be more -ratiorial 1 * to 4 
1 that Gop hath appointed to 
ge of different —— and per- 
ends of exiſtence, 


5 fectior 7 1 
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pretence of probability, that Gon 
ſhould 2 reaſonable creatures 


under the ſame terms of exiſtence, 


with brutes ; without any regard to 


the een ee, of their na- 


Ware 8 
That ahis: void was made for 


was) is out of all þ 22k "Mo 5 
tells us that Gop ne man de mi- 


nion over the other creatures 
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: experience: ſheweth us that he is in 


poſſeſſion of that dominion to this 
day: that he is actually lord of this 


nether world. Now to behold a 


world formed for one ſpecies of be- 
ings, millions of creatures ſubmitted 
to their dominion, and made for their 
uſe, and at the ſame time to ſuppoſe 
thoſe beings of no more worth or 
conſequence t than the creatures made 
for their conveniency, is one of the 
wildeſt and moſt extravagant ſuppo- 
ſitions that ever en a into the hu- 
man head. Is this any way conſiſtent 
with any, and much leſs with infi- 
nite wiſdom? Should we behold a 
vaſt palace, erected at the expence 
of infinite toil and treafure, fitted 


out with all imaginable magnificence, 


and furniſhed with an infinity of all 


the conveniencies, neceſſaries, and or- 
naments of life, with ſervants of all 
kinds and capacities, to attend and 


obey as occaſion ſhould require and 


u we be told at the ſame time, that 


the 
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the fayourite forwhom this palacewas 
erected; was in truth of no more va- 
lue or eRitration in. the eyes of his 
prince (who built it) than the. mean- 
eſt tile that covered it, or utenſil that 
adored it; think as we will of the 

magnificence of the founder, we 
could not think highly of his wiſ⸗ 
dom: we could not but think mean- 
ly of his goodneſs and affection to 
his 2 But ſhould we upon 
a further inquiry, become fully in- 

formed of the true character of this 


monarch, and find him to be inft- 


nitely the beſt and the wiſeſt of all 
others; what could then be more 
oontemptible or deteſtable to us, 
than the opinions and ſuggeſtions 
of thoſe who ſuppoſed the favourite 
and the furniture to be of che ſame 
value in his eſteeem. 
And thus having ſhewn you chat 
the reſurrection is not only poſſible, 
but highly credible and rational alſo, 
I proved in the laſt Place, to ſhew, 
NN e d 


— 


A e ei un ain ada 
| moral attributes 11 Go D, 40 neceſ- 
II Go dach and juſt; au 
powerful, there cannot be 2 clearer 
conſequence z than that he muſt 
reward the good, and puniſh the 
wicked, in ack a manner, as beſt 
becomes a being of infinite wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, that governs the world: 

that is, in ſuch a manner, as will, in 
the end, moſt effectually contribute 
to the good of the e No it 
is evidently moſt for the good of the 
whole reaſonable, and 9 
world, that virtue, ſhould at ſome 
time or other, be eminently, and uni- 
verſally rewarded, and vice ſignally, 
and univerſally puniſhed. For ſince 
vice naturally and neceſſarily tends 
to make all reaſonable beings miſer- 
able; andvirtuetomakethem happy; 
and fince all thinking beings have 
their own happineſs at heart, and 
dread their own miſery ; there is no 
imaginable way of making all ſuch 
3 8 
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The Rgſurrectiom e 183 
beings as have not yet been given up 
to vice, univerſally, — effoctually 
virtuous, that is, univerſally and ef- 
fectually happy; but by exhibiting 
vice, at ſome time or other, com- 
pletely and infinitely erf and 
virtue an and infnitely x re- 
warded. 

Now ſince virtue cannot be fo 2 
wank where it as too often, Dh ei 
ly diſpiſed, but diſtreſſed : in a world, 
where true happineſs is not to be at- 
tained : in 3 where man, from 
the very prerogative of his reaſon, 

anticipating his misfortunes, and in 
perpetual conflict with his 

is perhaps the moſt miſerable being 
—— it is a neceſſary conſequence 
from the power, and wiſdom, and 
goodneſs of Gop; that men 
muſt have another life, and another | 
ſtate allotted them after this. 

Beſides this; the honour of Go p's 
an and authority of his govern- 

N 4 ment, 
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ment, do neceſſarily require another 


ſtate of things after this: for the 


ſame reaſon, which teacheth us, that 
honour ſhould be paid to the laws of 
Go», muſt alſo teach us, that the 
honour of thoſe laws ſhould be vin- 
dicated, after it hath been infulted 
by ſin. And the only way this can 
be done, is either by the repentance 


and reformation of the tranſgreſſor, 


or by his puniſhment and deſtructi- 
on. So that Gop is neceſſarily obli- 
ged, in vindication of the honour of 
his laws, and government, to puniſh 
thoſe, ' who preſumptuouſly and im- 
penitently diſobey, and tranſgreſs his 


commandments. And this, his Juſtice 2 


obligeth him to do, in proportion to 
their guilt: and ſince this is not done, 
and indeed is impoſſible to be done 
in this world, therefore it neceſſarily 
followeth chat it muſt be done in 
another. | oF 

Now that vice is not, cannot te 


alecontcly puniſhed in this world, 1s 
evident. Will 
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Will any man ſay, that a robber, 
or any other profligate wreteh, ho | 
hath committed many murders} can 
atone for them all with one life? or 
a tyrant, that hath waſted provinces, 
and ſacrificed whole nations to his 
ambition and revenge, can make am- 
ple reparation for all the evil and out- 
rage he hath brought into the world, 
by the facrifice of his ſingle carcaſs? 
In one word, can it be imagined that 
any man whatſoever, who hath led 
a life of lewdneſs, of fraud, of cruel- 
ty, of oppreſſion, of vice and villainy | 
of any kind; can ſuffer any thing in 
this world, equal to the guilt of all 
the. edles evils he hath committed; 
together with his continued inſults 
upon the goodneſs and authority of 
Gop? And when theſe men live 
in a conſtant courſe of outward pro- 
ſperity, (as they are ſometimes ſeen to 
do) if there be no future retribution, 
it is evident they feel no other pu- 


niſhment of their fin, than the ſting 
TT of 
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of conſcience, and the tempo! al i 
conveniencies of it: and that theſe 
are: infetior to the pleaſure of their 
wickedneſs; is plain; beeauſe other- 
wie, they would be able to reſtrain 
| them * it. Beſides, it is noto- 
ious ; that wicked men by oy ſtan 
and practice of evil, awa' 
all — of conſcience: that yam 
of the ſoul, being like ſome tender 
patts of the hs, which at farſt, 
are ſo nicely ſenſible, that they can- 
not bear the leaſt violent impreſſion; 
but after long and repeated applica- 
tion, become altogether callous, and 


inſenſible. Since therefore the wick - 


ed cannot ſuffer the adequate rewards 
of their guilt in this world, the juſtice 
of Gop requires that they ſhould 
receive them in another.. 
Now man being 3 a com- 
pound being, made up of body and 
ſpirit; and the . and goodneſs 
of Gop requiring a future retribu- 
tion for this * it followeth of 
| N — 
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neceſſity, that there muſt be a re- 
ſurrettion 2 chat hy a reunion of the 
othivewifhy. ny cad; be no-retri- 
bution to that being. I ſay, other- 
_ man (properly. 3 that 
is, that human being, which is made 
3 of body and ſoul, could neither 
be rewarded or puniſhed. For, 


neither the ſoul, nor the body ſepa» 


rate, is man : but both 0A And 
ſince reaſon. aſſures us that one part 
of this being is immortal; and reve- 
lation aſſures us that the rewards and 
puniſhments of a future ſtate ſhall 
be eternal]; it followeth of neceſſity, 
that our bodies muſt be changed: 
that is, as St. Paul expreſſeth it, bis 
mortal body muſt put on immortaliiy: 
in order to be accommodated to the 
nature of the ſoul; in a ſtate of ne- 
ver ceaſing exiſtence. et | 
ol wo brethren, it is 1 impoſſ ble 
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ings into the world, and fitting up a 


creation for our dominion and uſe, 
ſhould be concluded, in perpetuating 
a ſhort lived — of ſuch a 
diſorderly and irregular race, as the 
main of mankind now moſt un- 
doubtedly are: a race of beings, 
created reaſonable, and for that rea- 
ſon, accountable for their actions; 
| and yet, for the moſt part, ſubſiſting 
here, in an open violation of all the 
rules of a reaſonable conduct l to 
create a race of reaſonable beings, 
for no other end, than to pals fixty 
or ſeventy years, in a world of vice, 
and vanity; in a vale of vexation, 
and miſery ! and either in an un- 
wearied purſuit of vice, or a painful, 
unrewarded practice of virtue | to paſs 
one ſtage of life, in ignorant and in- 
ſignificant infancy ! another, in the 
giddineſs, and vice and vanity of 
youth | A third, In all the cares 
and eager purſuits of manhood ; the 
gratification of vain ambition, and 


graſpings 
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graſpings after momentary grandeur 
or at beſt, in anxious and endleſs pro- 
viſions for a family] And laſtly, to 
paſs the cloſing ſcene of life in the 
avarice, inſignificancy, and the end- 
leſs ailments and infirmities of old 
age: and then die, and be nothing 
but duſt and aſhes l then die, and be 
nothing but duſt | after we have toil- 
ed out a wretched unmeaning life, 
at leaſt unmeaning to any higher, or 
nobler purpoſes, than to leave a ſhort 
lived fleeting family behind us; made 
for no other end, than to run the 
ſame round of vexation, and vice, 
and vanity, that their parents did 
before them! and is all this the work 
of infinite wiſdom, and goodneſs? he 
that hath ſaid, that there is no God, 
is moſt certainly a fool: and all the 
works of infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs that ſurround him proclaim and 
demonſtrate him to be ſo ; but he 
that hath. ſaid (even in his heart) 
there is ſuch a god as this, is incom- 


parably 


without foundation, and hopes with- 
out fruition : alen; — with- 


- infinitely wiſe, and yet create a world, 
for ends, which common ſenſe clear- 


worthy of infinite wiſdom. The 
60d, demand an open, and a final 


lutely neceſſary: it is neceſſary as the 


ſtate of exiſtence of the ſame per 


parably a greater n A Go: of 
infinite wiſdom, who created a world 
for no other end, than perpetuating 
a ſucceſſion, of periſhing, vain, wretch- 
ed, miſerable mortals ; full of fears 


out puniſhment ; and anxiouſly. vir- 
tuous 8 reward J, 2an Gop be 


ly ſees to be filly, and infignificant? 
This cannot be: a — of inh- 
nite wiſdom, muſt be made for ends, 


eternal and immutable attribu 


es of 


vindication of the — and au 
rity of his laws, and the wiſdom. of 
his works. And therefore it is abſo- 


juſtice, and power, and wildom of 
God : that there 1 


ſons: and ch a diſtribution 168 re- 


wards | 


and : —_—_ eftabliſungiticf things: 
n the whole ſcheme of the 
divine providence, which (to thoſe 
who contemplate only one part of it) 
ſeems now ſo irregular and confuſed; 
ſhall appear in its full comprehen- 
ſion, conſummate, and EN ; and 
every way worthy the juſtice, and 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of Goos. 
And thus I have gone through the 
ſeveral heads, which I . to 
treat of, in the beginning of this 
diſcourſe :- wherein 1 ſhewed you; 
firſt, that the reſurrection was 
ble, both from the — power chat 
produced us n out of no- 
thing. From the nature of matter, 


and from the ie example e who 
1 their materials 
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_ Secondly I ſhewed you, that it is, 
from the nature, and reaſon of things! 
ily credible, and rational. 

And thirdly, I — you, chat 
both our own nature, and the divine 
juſtice, and goodneſs, did neceſſarily 
require it. Our own nature, in or- 
der to attain the true ends of it; and 
the juſtice and goodneſs of Gb, in 
order to the good of the whole ra- 
tional creation: in order to vindicate 
the honour of his laws, and the wiſ⸗ 
dom of his works. 
hut still, ſome will ah 60. to the 

reſurrection; becauſe clay: cannot 
conceive how theſe vile earthly bo- 
dies can undergo ſo amazingachange, 
as the W aſſure us they ſhall, 
from corruptible to incorruptible, and 

from groſs to gloriou s. 
Jo theſe I anſwer, that if hes 
muſt never believe any thing, until 
they are throughly —. of the 
nature and manner of it, they may 
daube and deny every thing in na- 
3 


ture: babe they cannot account 
e of its teat and 1 
underſtanc the — of a 
blade ef graſs, or à grain of fand. 
Indeed every grain of ſand,” we ſee; 
every blade of: graſs we'tread upon, 
is as full of myſtery as the re 
rection. What would theſe men 
think of an ideot that ſhould deny 
the poſſibilityof making a watch or a 
clock, becauſe he had no notion how 
a rude maſs of coarſe, and rough ore 
or mine could be melted and refined 
into maſſes of ſmooth, and ſhining, 
and ſolid metals: and fe of che 
meaneſt of thoſe metals endowed 
with ſuch amazing powers as to, be 
able to point out the ſeveral mea 
ſures, and moments of time; na 
more, the revolutions and iregiths- 
ities of the planets, and other de- 
leftial bodies ? And yet, if they: 
have the leaſt modeſty, they muſt 
own that there is an infir utely greater 
FE "0 diſtance 
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_ diſtance between their abilities, and 
the abilities of Almighty Go p, than 
there is, betwixt the greateſt artiſt 
pen earth, and the greateſt ideot. 
Will theſe men tell us, how a vile 
clod of earth is converted into the 


neſt n and moſt delicious 


fruits in the world; or how ſo groſs 
and dark a ſobfkirice” @ come 
coal, is convertible into ſo bright and 
glorious a body, as-we behold it when 
inflamed ? And yet our imagination 
is at a loſs, how to wiſh for a great- 
er, and more glorious change at the 
laſt _" in proportion to our preſent 
ection, than we behold in all 
theſe inſtances. 
But the truth is, infidelity 3 is the 


0 joint effect of our arrogance, and 


ignorance ! in reality we know little 


relating to this world, and our own 
true character, and condition in it, 


beyond the revealed will of God. 
The will of God revealed in the in- 
| he writings of his prophets, and 
2 3 ] apoſtles ; 


— 


S AA Frgg ges. 


The 3 proved. 195 
| apoſtles 3! and in the wiſdom of his 
Works. And yet ſuch is our Vanity, 
and arrogance, we pronounce upon 
ything: and would be thought 
ignorant of nothing. The true way 
of judging of the wiſdom, and good- 
neſs of Gop, is by looking with 
humble attention, into his will, and 
works. One ſure way of | judging” 
what Gop may do in another world, 
is to ſee what he hath done in this 
world. If we would look into the 
ways and works of Gop here be- 
low; we ſhould ſoon find, that thoſe 
ings are done in the world pr | 
which we are ſo apt to imagine im 
ſible even to G op, at the laſt. Should 
a curious e of nature, ſhew an 
infidel, unacquainted with the won 
ders off car nether world, a loath= 
ſom maggot, or crawling catetpillar, 
and then aſk him whether he thought 
it poſſible, that this vile reptile: ſhould - 
be converted into one of the moſt 
beautiful e that mortal eyes 
91 O 2 5 
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ever beheld ; fitted outhin the: n 
exact ſymmetry. adorned with all 
gee. embelliſhments of gild- 

and painting BE active, amv 

* e; enabled to ſoar up to heaven, 
and range all the — Be the rea- 
tion, himſelf amen g the greateſt Lid 
ſay, ſhijuld a „ of a- 


ture put this queſtian to a ache | 


norant libertine, thete is a 

but this proud unbeliever, ulld, in 
the funds inſicdel inſolende, laugh 
him ta ſcorn; and pdint at him, for 
a mad man, à credulous ſot, and a fit 
inſtrument of. prieficraſt and delu- 


ſion. And — how muſt chis miſ- 4 


creant blub, to find all this inſo- 

lence, and incredulity, the effect wc 
wretched, and ſtupid-ignorance1 to 
find, that it is to ſudch vile Worms as 


theſe, ;we::owe! the active bee, and 


ca, butterfly, he colouring is as 


es * An dne word, 
7 Bo 
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toithis wond Kit nen We 
owe all that be utiful, and amazing 8 
variety, that is to be en among the 
inſet kind; which, alto vile and 
loathſome- beſbre their change, yet 
after it; are without queſtion in de 
circumſtances of- their out ward form 
the moſt curious; and exquiſite part 
of the creation! exquiſite to FRO A 
degree, that the embelliſhment of the 
leaſt part, and portionof them; ofone 
wing, of one joint, infinitely. exceeds 
not only the {kill, but even the com- 
prehenfion and imagination of all the 
artiſts that have ever Med from the 
foundation of the world 
One circumſtance pucbeeing chi 
| change; 18 well worth our moſt ſeri- 
ous ** And that is, that 
when they have fulfilled the period 
of their caterpillar ſtate, they ſhut 
themſelves up into a cod, or caſe of 
their own texture; as it were into a 
eoffin: and there dont, like Jos as 
OE ARES + Job i. Ver l 
* all 
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all the days. of their appointed - time; 
(in a ſtate Bol ſeernit ng inſenſibility and 
death) zill their ergy come. And 
then, they break out at once, under 
new forms, with new and r 
abilities, powers and beauties. 

If then Gop fo cloath the worms 
of the earth, the loweſt and leaſt dig- 
nified of his works, how much more 
ſhall he cloath you, O ye of little 
faith | If a vile worm gain fo 
much glory, and beauty, and activity 
by his change; that from a loath- 
ſome reptile e becomes a lovely yo- 
latile ; from crawling ſlow upon the 
N and being a nuſance to it, he 
ſhall ſoar up to en and range 
free and unconfined | how exceed - 


ing muſt the glory of good men be at 


the laſt day! how tranſcendent their 
beauty ! ho amazing and excellent 
their powers, paſt all imagination or 
expreſſion l when this mortal ſhall 

bur on immortality | and this corrup- 
tible ſhall have " on incorruptiom | 


when 
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when that which was ſown in weak- 
neſs (ſubject to labour and infirmity, 
to ſickneſs and decay) ſhall be raiſed 
in power : active, and ſtrong, with- 
out waſte, or wearineſs or pain) was 
ſown in diſbonour, went to the grave, 
with mean, ungraceful, diſhonour- 
able Parts) fall be raiſed in glory 
(refulgent in celeſtial ſplendor, and 
dazling as the ſun) was ſoum a natu- 
ral body (a groſs, material, mortal 
crea), 0 Bo. raiſed a ſpiritual bo- 
ned into — vigour and acti- 
10 * thought; and advanced to the 
perfection of angels, and . glorified 
ſpirits) and all this in an ſtant, | 
And here too, Gov hath not left 
himſelf without witneſs :*  foraſmuch 
as ſome of thoſe amazing e 
which I told you were wrought a- 
mong the inſect kinds, are confeſſed- 
ly exhibited to our eyes, as the work 
of a moment ; as the moſt curious 
naturaliſts do expreſsly aſſure us: as 
if God, by the K examples 5 
10 


The Reſurrefion proved. 
5 many glorious changes in an in- 
| ſtant, had: determined to leave the 
infidel every way inexcuſable and 
ſhew him, to his utter confuſion, 
with what caſe our bleſſed Saviour 
ſhall at the laſt day change aur vilt 
| badjes, that they may be faſbianed hike 
wnto his gleriaus body, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye; at the laß 
trump, for the trumpet ſpall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be. raiſed incor- 
ruptible; and we ſhall be changed — 


Emilitude of our. r ee Lord. and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


the holy ſpirit, be all honour, and 


en. and 9 both noa ond 
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many noble and exa 
precepts. concernin 8. a0 of k 
and goodneſs, and forgiveneſs, he 


cr owns 


crowns all, by commanding us, to 
imitate the example of God : to be 
meroiful,” as our father (which is in 
heaven) ir merciful. _ 

Out bleſſed. Saviour well ines, 

how forcibly mankind are ſwayed, 

and Aae by example: he like- 
wiſe knew, that the examples of the 
beſt men in this world, were, very 
often deceitful, and dangerous... And. 
therefore he ; propoſeth | Almighty 
God to our imitation : as being the 
only perfect pattern. The goodneſs 
of the beſt men, in this world, is 
but mixed, and imperfect; and there- 
fore their example may be of dange- 
rous imitation ; becauſe oftentimes, 
it is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the excellencies, and the errors of 
men, eſpecially thoſe, of whom, we 
have An" high notions, with 
regard to the goodneſs of their in- 
tentions, and the erfection of their 
practice. Gop quently fuffereth 
the WR of men to fall into 1 


Of Forgiventſs. 

and the beſt into fin, either to hum 
ble their vanity, that they might 
know themſelves to be but men, or to 
make them more indulgent to the 
ignorance and weakneſs of their fel- 
low - creatures; or for whatever other 
good reaſons he of his infinite wiſ⸗ 
dom thinks fit. And if we were im- 
plicitly to imitate the beſt and moſt 
perfect even of thoſe examples, either 
of wiſdom or piety propoſed to us in 
the holy ſcriptures, we might ſome- 
times bedrawninto the greateſt errors 
and miſdemeanours. This our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour Chriſt Jeſus well knew, 
and therefore he commandeth us to 
follow the example of Gop, becauſe 
there are no falſe lights in his good- 
neſs, nor any alloy in his excellence. 
And we may be aſſured that whilft 
we are guided by that great light 
that enlightneth thewholeworld. Whilft 
we follow the example of the great 
and glorious majeſty of heaven and 
earth, we hall never be led into any 


— — 


heaven is 
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danger or error. Hence it is that 


our bleſſed Saviour in his ſermon 
upon the mount biddeth us to ge per- 
#464, even as our father which is in 
rfef. And in the words 
of my text to be merciful, is 
ther alſo is merciful. 

When he cammandeth us to be 
perfect as our father which is in hea- 
ven is perfect, he commandeth us to 
imitate * the moral perfections of 
Go, his truth, his juſtice, his pu- 
rity, his os of fraud and 
falſhood, and hypocriſy; and in 
the nd. of my text, he command- 
eth us more particularly to imitate 
that peculiar and more endearing 
attribute of the almighty whereby 
he delighteth to be diſtinguiſhed a- 
mongſt the ſons of men, jw ye mer- 
ciful, as your father alſo is merciful. 
It is evident that by the mercy of 
Gop is here meant his benignity, 
and indulgence to mankind, in par- 

doning our offences and relieving our 
= Wants: 


nend the exarnple of iGo to. 
you in both theſe inſtandees. 


our bre · 


„ 


Aud ſecondl y, tnt we telieve-the 
wants and hecellites: of our fellow 
creatures as our great creator relieveth: 
and dupp eth ours. 1:30 11th: nog IQH 
Firſt then we are to forgiv our 
brethren, as our heaven 


* ; w - 
3 
. * FT. £ ” N , , 
wet us. #3 3' Dt ILL. 
: a of #4 16 8 45 _— en pa 


Let us * therefore into che 


wh | 


any 5 we can dalhiy ge commit 
one another. T hey are a co 
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tion of rebellion, and ingratitude, 
againſt the higheſt power, and the 
greateſt : — 2 They are the 
offences 5 vile, and worthleſs vaſ- 
fals, againſt their creator, and their 
king the great majeſty of heaven 
and earth l to whom they owe their 
lives, their fortunes, their being, and 
all the bleſſings that — it: 
whereas the crimes we commit a- 
uns one another, are'but offences 
inſt our fellow-ſervants;'and can- 


not poſſibly bear any the leaſt pro- 
3 to the guilt of thoſe crimes 


Commi it againſt Gop ; e e e 
lord nb maſter. | 
Moreover, as the crimes we com- 


mit againſt Go p, are infinitely more 
heinous; ſo are they likewiſe vaſtly 


more in number. The proportion 


which our bleſſed Saviour hath laid 


don in the goſpel, is; that the ſins 


we commit againſt Go p, are to one 
another, in their greatneſs, as a talent 
to a n (that 1 is, as ſix thouſand 


to 


22S se sn n g. 0 


aps +. 


2 


Fe © 


"4s 
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to one, for the talent contained fix 
thouſand” of the Roman ' denarii," or 
pence) and in their number, as ten 
thouſand talents to an hundred pence. 
Not that this is the exact propor- 
tion. For indeed, the ſins We Cm 


mit againſt Go p, ar re ut 


er: are greater a 
tion; Nc this rar wel 
anſwered our bleſſed Saviour's' dee 
ſign, in this Sort, which was, to 
ſhew, that the offences we commit 
_ againſt Gop, are infinitely: greater, 
and vaſtly more in number, - 
we can Poſſibly commit againſt 
another. As you may read at the 
xviith chapter of St. Martbew's go- 
ſpel, in the parable of the great king 
taking an account of his ſervants; 
one of whom ought him ten thou 
ſand talents: but upon his humble 
ſubmiſſion, his lord forgave him all. 
Ver. 28. But the ſame ſerwant 
went out, and found one of his fellow- 
FR which ought him an hundred 


pence : 


8 laid hands on * 
K 
we: th: ibous m ͤ tt. 
329. a bit fall 
dem at this Feel, — 
Aung. 22 with. ov, and 1 
Wil, Pap: e all.. 
en ſnd — 


tom: 


4 . wary 
Ae: and load at 0 4 

. — Tobi vio = 
332. tar he had 
Called: bim, aid . — thou. 
me n, 17 aber ail 
33. Sbouldſh aur ee ort 
compuaſſ zom on thy fellaw- e that 
as I had pity on tees | UPAl 
34. And bis e buen ene and f 

ed bim to the tormentors,.till be retu 


Anti gey' a \ that was chr rv him. 1 
| 35: * 


alſo unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every 6 one La r their 


% 5 
Ago ON indulgence of Ge M 


the orgiveneſs of fins,” is very em 
phatically ſet forth, in the xyth 
chapter of the golpel according to 
St. Lule, in the parable of the pro- 
digal fon.” In this, we ſee; how rea- 
dy Almighty Gov is to pardon the 
$ gheſt offences; even that of in- 

dy throwing off our obedience to 

ws; upon the iſt return of 


I; 


IE repentance. | 


The” prodigy” de n h fy: 


ther's houſe ; and \ waſted away bis 


portion in riotous living; inſomuch 
that he was reduced at length to feed 
upon huſks with fwine : nevertheleſs, 
as ſoon as he came to himſelf, and 


returned to his father; the indulgent 
father Tan to meet bim; and | fell up- 


on wn neck; Ke ea him.” Tn like 


£ e manner, 


viour) Poll my heavenly les l 5 
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* e 
manner, we ſhould forgi ve the great. 
F 0 offenecs of our e 
upon the firſt. ſhew of repentence; 
as as the father haſted to meet his 
fon, when he was yet afar off; took 
"kim. to his arms, and received. An 
Ain into his houfe. 
But bere it will be. necellary to 
obſerys, that We are in one inſtance, 
ag it were to go beyond the example 
of God, in the point of forgiveneſs: 
for we are to pardon the offences 
committed againſt us, Even without 
| ation, kick 
Go D no lg 4 i hy he wall, 
I am ſenſible that many learned men 
are of angther opinion, and think 
we are not hound to forgive but up- 
on the offenders rep pentance: and in- 
deed they are well e in think- 
ing ſo: both from the Lord's prayer, 
and thoſe expreſs precepts of our, hel 
ſed Saviour in the xviith chapter of 
St. Lule, 7 72 thy, brother treſpaſs againſt 
_ rebuke him: and if be repent, 


forgive 


eee, * ud if he 2 
feven: Times in a ay; ahd. ſoven 
je er eee wean Jay | 
mp, :Erepent, 'thou: | 
—— 
it is bÞthe'laſt- e to euery 
offender to femèmber that it is ſo: 
but Lbeg 


own numerous infirmities, and of- 


fences; not tigidh/ to inſiſt upon the 
of Gop in this: point; bie> | 


cauſe: 'Gov'b fdrgivenels'is is in a 


taim A andern His laws arid 
either prevent; vr-vindicate the vio- 
lation of them. MWhereas tlie ands 
of the divine laws: would be utterly 
defeated, if thoſe who 2 ob. 
thoſe who impenitentl — — 
them went — ut our for- 
F#: giveneſs 


244 


Pry 2 F 
_ ERR Cop re. 1 n 
= TV . * Poe. 7) Show 4 * r 
* ay - n 4 4 2 » 
DL - wx "ad a MI * Df , 


— — ye an > p 
. : wy. * 1 "owt 7 "TS? 3 A 8 2 TIF 75 — 
F* : * — · I Wo, = 
ag 4 * 1 - tA We fd NN dn _ =». — * > 
7 r 3 3 k — X — 1 o & UE * 0 5 * 
=” 1 IC - 7 v $f + 224. « * — . / 3 5 l 
"EP ; — x 7 Ins. r 


3 
expreſs, condition of pardon: —— 


to add, that it Will 
better 8 the humility of the 
offended; and his donſcionſneſs of his 
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* Of Forgivenaſs. | 


giveneſe is not in a judicial ways: be- 
ing only A; mutual donde lation of 
the errors and infirmities, and een 


the malignity of our natures; for 
the b better preſervation: of pa; and 
love, bn 700 | 1ank: 
Whereas: the father wn ee did not 
forgive the prodigal 3 that e 
did not forgive the offender; till he 


returned 0 1 i will. he 
courſes. Wt ret oi. eto tan 5: 
| 2 GOD iber che n 


of peace and love, and good will 
among mm made the 


pardon of the ons: 
mitted againſt us, by our baitkien 
the expreſs condition of our own for- 


nts for thoſe: fins we commit 


our heavenly. father, forgive 


e our treſpaſſes, as: we forgive. them 
—_ treſpaſs again us, and there- 
fore ſince there doth not a day ry 


cover our heads, wherein, we have 
not t need to implore Pardon of Al- 


wo mighty 
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ptation- lech Dr ah hs to — — 
s this command but the pleaſure 
ſurely no —— 
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doctrine of emitti 18 1 
forgiving offences, is cor 
the duty we owe the 
bringing — 


here it may b — 
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heart, or MO to the hu 
man reaſon, | than the.defire. of being 
recovered into 5 ſame ſtate of calc 


and man, and; AIR EE 
to the imergyi recmmm th 


damages, and reſtitution of weng 
Tocthis; I anſwer, firſts. chat ne 
wiſh, is more navergkugo, the human 


and enjoyment, 'of Whieh either the 
N violenee,; or feeret villanies of | 
others have deprived us; and chere 
fore, all honeſt, and equitable: mea- 
ſunes far attaining; ;theſe| ends, are 
perfectly, juſtified Ad OD. 


text. Ihe meꝛcy commande im the 
goſpel, is principally; exjoingd, in 
oppolition:to revenge. A principle 
of a very different nature, — 
deſire of reparation. For aa 
ſtrictly. {peaking is is a.defire of inſlict· 
ing evil upon others, in return; for. it 
evils either inflicted, .or-intended by th 
thema it is a paſſion that takerh m 
. the r torment of 


others. 


. 


ing — 1 nay 
from right r n. a To injure 
ther, wir out 
advantage or bale to ourfelyes, 
in the eye of feaſory; 8 100 
unnatural. And to make che miſe- 


wenge which 
bie 3 


ks I | 


Befides this; there 4. Wide 1 


5 — 
which are the manifeſt” effects of fol- 
and i ignorance, without any con- 


LY 


hold remit; from the dignity of his 
nature: ab wenn as from the example 
Almighty Go D; who- doth Þ in 
infinite inflakees! that GoD, w 
tures deſeribe to 5 in that 


216 of Forgiveneſs, 
that be is not extreme 10 mark hot is. 
But freondly, as the merey e en- 
joined in the Text, is no way op- 
poſed to the dut 
right that is wreſted from us; ſo 
neither is it any way oppoſed to the 
duty of bringing 1 to juſtice: 
and inflicting condign — 
upon them. To proſecute guilt, to 
detect and expoſe fraud, to unmaſk 
hypocriſy ;\ to repreſs. and chaſtiſe 
vice, and villany of every kind; are 
duties we owe to Gop and to the 


public: private and perſonal injuries 


every man may remit; and every 
good man will remit, when reaſon 
and religion require he ſhould. But 
injuries of a public nature, every 
man is bound to proſecute, as far as 


in him lieth; and the duty of his 


5 ſtation requireth. And every good 


man muſt, and will proſecute them. 
But then he muſt be careful to doit, 
af ter 


of recovering a 
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2 Fergie giventſe. ES 
| after the example of Almighty Gor 

Y deliphearh not in the death 0 
inner: but rather that he bold tu: 8 
from bis wiclledneſs and live. Like 
him, therefore, we ſhould never pro- 


ſecute,- or © puniſh. an oflence; but 


from 2 proſpect of . end 
to be attained by it. _ as the re- 
paration of injuries; or terror of 


Salle I that is, who "4 18 benefi- 


- and would be in- 
ju forgive without puniſhing, 
And this. is the caſe of all unrepent- 
ed injuries whatſoever: 


ſame time that we do pardon the of- 
fence, we are oftentimes bound in 
conſcience to diſcountenance the of- 
fender, to the utmoſt of our power. 
And this we are bound ta do in all 
caſes where the offender c continues in 
any habit of known guilt, or open 
violation and neglect of duty. Hence 
that expreſſion of St. Haul, with ſuch 


a one, 


we may par- 
don, and yet puniſh... And at the 
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jm one Character of a good man 
by the pfalmiſt, in err 4 vile 


er ir contenned. And in ano- 


en place, G0 himſelf is thus in- 
an e a finner, why doft 
dbu. preach my Poke and takeſt my 
covenant in thy mouth," whereas thoi 


batch to be reformed, Ong _ "7 


words behind: thee ® i 
In the laſt place, We. duk for- 
give the offences committed | 


us, after the example of Almighty 
Gop; becauſe; in ſo doing, we do 


i ſome meaſure approach ' the ma- 


jeſty and grandeur of the divine na- 
ture. And recover fome part of chit 
likeneſs of the deity in which we 
were created: for there is ſomethi 


ſo exalced, and noble) in being able 


to remit the "moſt daring provoca- 
tions, and the moſt aggravated inju- 
ries; that we could” not conceive ſo 


highly even of Gop himſelf, as we 


2 | | do; 0 


n nur id e hence allb i0 h 


ſs is in life 

great — As it is in empire 
Fu of power and prerogative | for 
as every little magiſtrate can puniſh 
an offence, (and the leaſt is appoint- 
ed to puniſh the greateſt). when no- 
thing leſs than ſovereignty and ma- 
a can forgive it; ſo likewiſe evVe- 
ow, and little ſpirit can reach the 
{nk of an injury; and reliſh the 
ſweets of a revenge; whereas none 
but the great and elevated genius is 
above it, 1s able to look down upon 
it at once with pardon and with pi- 
ty: in this alſo, approaching, in 
ſome meaſure, to the grandeur of 

that mighty being, whoſe greatneſs 
is beſt eſtimated by his goodneſs : for 
as his majeſiy is, ſo is his W Ec- 

clue ii 1 . 

And thus I have dune a the 
fiyſt part of this diſcourſe, wherein 

"on have 
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point of forgiv 


the example of God to you in the = 
$: namely, that # 


we ſhould forgive our brethren, as 
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The Example * Almi ghty Gov 

recommended to us .in Point of 

Charity and Relief to the N eceſh- 
tous 4 Diſtreſſed. 


B 4 NNE" © merciful, 'as b Joe 


N at her alſo is ae 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe 
I words, I propoſed to recommend 
the example of Gop to your imita- 
tion in two inſtances,” namely, in 
the point of forgiveneſs, and. the point 


of charity. That we forgive our 


brethren as our heavenly Father for- 
giveth us; and that we relieve the 
wants and neceſſities of our fellow- 
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222 of ber. 
creatures as our great creator relieve 
eth and ſupplieth ours. 
The firſt of theſe heads F —_ ry 
ready conſidered. 
I come now, in the ſecond. Slagh, 
to recommend the example of Goy 


to you in the caſe of charity. To 
wit, that we ſhould relieve and ſup- 


ply the neceſlities of our fellow-crea- 


tures, as our great creator — 
and ſupplieth ours. 

Firſt then, the mercy of God is 
boundleſs and univerſal ; it is over all 
bis works ! his bou nty. is not limited, 
nor reſtrained by any private regards. 
With him, there i is No acceptance of 
perſons: nay, ſo far is his goodneſs 
unreſtrained, that even fin itſelf is 
not a balicjent bar againſt it. For 


he ſendeth his rain upon the good and 


upon the evil, aud maketh_ his ſun to 
rife upon the juſt and upon. the unjuſt: 
they all ſhare of many great and va- 
mable bleſſings i in common: it being 
the e pleaſure, and wiſe ap- 


pointment 


52 ens drm D 0 HS = 


T 


pointment of! * divine: 


8 


that the wicked ſhould rather fare 
the better for the good; than that 
the good 2 73 e 2 tov 


chit. 5 758 one n or ech 


On ſoeiety of men. As we Baue op- 
HFortumity, (faith the apoſtle, vith G al. 


roth: ) let us de good unto all mem. 


It is true he addeth; eſpecially: to 
them who are of the houfbold of faith. 


Haſmuch as our abilities are reſtrain- 
ed, therefore we ſhould take care to 


exert them, upon the moſt deſerv- 
ing objects: for even Gop himſelf, 


bow: unlimited ſoever his mercy; is; 
peculiar 9 | 
of happineſs for the good. How- 


ever, becauſe we are not always able 


hath nevertheleſs a 


to diſtinguiſh. betwixt thoſe: 2 are 


deſerving objects of our charity, and 8 


thoſe that are not; we ſhould al- 
ways take care to be on the ſure fide 


SIONS i being ſafer, and ber 


ter 1 


Fa 
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ter, to relieve ſome few, that are 
not worthy; than to neglect, or 
overlook any one that is. After the 
example of Almighty G o'D; let the 
wicked fare the better for the good; 

rather than let che ous oſs the worſe 

for the wicked. 05 
But here, there: is nds caution to 


be laid down; which is of the laſt 


conſequence, to be carefully attend- 


ed to: and that is, that the vagrant 


beggar is an eternal exception, to all 
the precepts, and dictates of chriſtian 


”"_ The race of vagrant beg- 


are the vileſt race, ce ever 
Carded the earth. Every penny given 
to the vagrant beggar, is ſo much 
taken away from honeſt induſtry, 


and chriſtian charity: taken away 


from chriſtian charity, and — 
away to idleneſs, and lewdneſs; - 

vice, and villany ; to — 
and corruptions of - every kind! in 


one word, it is ſo much of our ſub- 


ſtance with- * from GOD, „ and de- 


Matech | 


* are a er —_ 5 uin o 
* country under hea in 
are endured l and — 
they. are leſs; the — h. 
region 3 — Sy yet: 18550 this 
country clear, of at leaſt equal re- 
proach, on another, 13 not leſs CLIL U- | 
Ws ny I mean that encou- 
gement given to idleneſs, of ſome 
kind or other; or rather to idleneſs, 
and vice of every ee 3 too; ſadly; 
BY Aenne 


Lat l 
| f 
42 
2 1 


quent exam ples of lewdngſs;'x drunk 
enneſs, and — blaſphemous, 
| nope” 4 IT Ls: 


robberies, ee ane t 
try, in almoſt every quarter of 
and pages vac ; larly, in che 
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0 Chas rity.” 
Robberies, de- 


teflable ab dreadful beyond the ex- 
amples of former ages. The ruf- 
fans of theſe times, begin, where 


their predeceſſors in violence rarely 


ended: and never but from neceſlity. 
They begin with murders. Their 


predeceflors ſhewed ſomething, even 
in their villanies, which ſeemed to 


have a caſt of old Eu npliſh generoſity. 
They robbed the wealthy: and ſome- 


times they relieved the neceſſitous 


with che ſpoils of the rich. But 
theſe wretches have degenerated even 


beneath; far beneath the vices of their 
predeceſſors. They rob the pooreſt 
of the poor: and have not only re- 
nounced all appearance of Engliſb 
generoſity, but they have even _ 
ed French and foreign cruelty, 
My brethren, you pra 1 think, 
be ignorant, that many, I believe 
moſt of theſe, are laid to the charge, 
either of the natives of this city, or 
perſons educated in it. Who * 


wages 
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ments, in which — tld been long 


indulged; have contracted ſuch evil 
| habits, as cannot eaſily be corrected: 
ated touch craving, and yok 


appied e as cannot eaſily be grati- 
fied, by honeſt induſtry: even if it 
were exerted, to that purpe 


cannot reaſonably be e Aer 


25 long indulge FENCE, in inveterate ha- 
What Ae de done in this r 


the direction is obvious: and right 


and ſteady reſolutions would make 
it practicable. Bring back your ap- 
prentices, your children, your ſer⸗ 
vants, to the regular hours, diſci- 


pline, and induſtry of y our anceſtors. 


Indulge them not in em, and idle 


amuſements, chat ſurround you: and 


above all, ſet them righteous, ho- 


neſt, and chriſtian examples in all 


theſe Points: : and in every praiſe, 
and practice of true piet ty, and vir- 
tue. And whilſt this is doing, en- 


Qz courage 


4 
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courage the riſing race of poor a 


mongſt you; and uſe: your beſt en- 


deavours to ſe them educated, and 


exerciſed, in tlie beſt, moſt 1a 
and moſt chriſtian principles, and 
habits. And in this alſo, ſet the ex- 
ample of GD before you, in ano- 
ther character of hisg YOOGINECIS ; a which 


Oe 3 mw 


18 this. by eins 8 7. 

Gor is never weary of. 5 do- 
ing. The moſt aggravated ingrati- 
tude, and obſtinate diſobedience doth 
not turn away his bounty, even from 
thoſe that know not, nay even from 
thoſe that doubt and deny whence 
they have i it. Alas if Gop — 4 
us after our deſetvings, and if igno- 
rance, inſenſibility, oreven in gratitude 
were a ſufficient bar with- him for 
with-holding his bleſſings from us, 
what would vue even of the ve⸗ 


ry beſt men upon earth? after hi 


example therefore, let s gr render 


evil for evil, but contrarywiſe bleſſing. 


Let us not be : Weary of well-doing. It 


2155 EE is 


„ 
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is true my brethren, demands of this 
kind of charity, return atinually up- 
on you: and demands of the like na- 
ture, return in ſome ſhape or other, 
daily. Vet muſt ye not be weary of 
well doing: but rather bleſs Go 
for the occaſions afforded you, and 
doubly bleſs h im, for the abilities 
beſtowed upon you, to do good. 
Alas, theſe poor orphans, and out- 
caſts before you, know not their 
obligations; VE Nn not their bene - 
factors: and perhaps if they have any 
parents, they may be as inſenſible, 
and ungrateful, for the bleſſings you 
beſtow upon their iſſue,” as thoſe on 
whom they are beſtowed are igno- 
rant. Let not this however give the 
leaſt check to your charity: but imi- 
tate the unwearied: benignity of AE 

mighty Gop that in ſo doing, ye 
may be the children 5 your. father 
. which is in heaven. Let it not be 
ſaid, that wicked men are more ob- 
Ainately and perverſely” malignant; : 
236 Q 3 than 
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than good men are conſtantly - and 
ſteadily beneficent. In a word, af. 
ter the example of the Almighty, let 

us never ſuffer any ignorance, inſen- 


ſibility, or even ingratitude or un- 


worthineſs to get the better of our 
goodneſs. 

Thirdly, Gop beſkoveth his blel 

ſings 3 Thou openeſt thine 


Le (faith the plalmiſt) and fill 


- things living with plenteouſneſs. 


eyes of all wait upon thee O Lord, 


— — giveft them their meat in due 
fegen. 


ty is this! he but openeth his hand, 
and an infinity of bleſſings flow from 


it: he but openeth his ay and the 
whole creation is at once abundant- 


ly ſupplied, relieved and rejoiced. 
And to crown all, he doth 2 at 
the very time when that relief is moſt 


demanded, and beſt fitted to effect 


its ends. Thou giveſt them their meat 
in due ſeaſon. 
M 


How glorious an idea of the divini- 


— ,  nrD vo, 


fe £&©) 
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My brethren the ſecret and leſs 
diſcernable meaſures of; che divine 
R are belt — by 
thoſe laws of beneficence,: openly 
eſtabliſhed in the conduct and go+ 
vernment of the world. Gop is be- 
ſtowing bleſſings of one kind or o- 
ther, upon us, every moment: and 
no doubt if we could diſcern them 
as well, but we ſhould find many of 
them, as regular, as the growth of 
OY and the increaſe of creatures 
to our uſe,” The great 
bling: we behold, are all ſeaſon- 
able! 
How ſteady * ts returns-of day 
and night (aich a. heathen moraliſt) 
and how conſtant the revolutions of 
the ſeaſons? if theſe bleſſings were 
not certain, if they could not be de- 
pended upon; if » we received them 
at unexpected intervals, and the time 
of their arrival were egy ww ; what 
infinite anxiety would di 


1 "what 
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what: dreadful diſappointment. would 


undo the world. 


In like manner, Jeb ta allo _ 


Le this circumſtance of the divine 
bounty; and the little good we have 
ability and opportunity of doing in 


the world; let us doit, in the beſt 


fealon,). mall in the beſt; manner we 


can. Not flowly, or. unſeaſonably; 


not prudgingly ly, or of. neceſſity 3) for 


God loveth a chearful giver (aich the 


apoſtle, ii Cor. chap. ꝙ, ver. 7.) ue 


ſee, that even the bleſſings * the 
Almighty, how. great and glorious 


ſoever in themſelves, are yet exceed- 


ingly ſweetened, and heightened by 
the time and thi manner of confer- 


ring them. How much more then 


aſt; it be ſo, n the mutual, and 


ſocial offices of humanity; where 


the circumſtances of the kindneſs, 
very frequently, make the beſt and 
moſt diinne parts of its cha- 
racter. The charity is then truly 
chriſtian, and complete z - when the 
11 4 J . ͤ galty 


off 


aw «+. as. ea. 


Maio of chin birne office is ac- 
companied, with all the charms, of 
humanity, nee and ſeaſon- 
able diſpatch. d 0 20 15 

And ſurely my bre 1ren, no nation 
was ever ſo loudly called upon for cha- 
rities of any kind, as you are at this time, 
for charities of this kind. Ita is ſhock- 

ing to ſpeak it; and + ATCAAFUL ev. 
to think it but the fares is too no- 
torious; the loweſt ranks of men 
amongſt you, are perhaps the 
corrupt, and degenerate race, nf | 
brutal mortals in the ſhape of men 
that ever infeſted the earth. Their 
reformation is def — They are 
too abandoned to be amended. How 
will you do then? wha cis you do? 
to check this torrent, this flood of 
iniquity, that is pouring in upon 
you? There is no imaginable method 
of effecting this, but by ſtopping it 
at its ſource. - Exert your utmoſt 
care, your. moſt chriſtian induſtry, 
to render the. preſent riſing race of 
poor among you, as exemplary in 
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_ crimes 3 let theſe poor 
fore you, and their all; aſſociates in your 


piety, and virtue, as thoſe, who are 
already ok up, are profligate, in 
impiety, and vice. As thoſe wretches 
are cut off by the ſociety for their 
children be- 


city charities, ſupply their places. 
1 will, to its great 


advantage: by 4 bleſſing of Gop 


your chriſtian endeavours. Let 


upon 
theſe bleſſings fill up the place of 
thoſe peſts. As thoſe noxious and 


poiſonous weeds are rooted out, let 
theſe healthful, and ſalutary ſhoots, 
be carefully planted, and — 
in their ſtead. And this you will do; 

this my brethren ye muſt do: (if ye 
with, as I am ſure ye do) to ſave 


city from ſinking. I am verily per- 
ſuaded, that you are in a great mea- 
gon to this city, what the apoſtles 

of Jeſus Chrift, and their ſucceſſors 


the teachers ef his goſpe |, are to the 
| The 


warms the 2 of the earth, 


. 
95 — 


\ 


your country from ruin; and your 
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The ſeat of virtw here, is as the 
philoſophers have placed it, in their 
ſyſteme, in the middle ſtate: the 
extremes above and below you, are 
(Gop knows) abundantly corrupt, 
And I verily believe, that the virtue, 


and piety predominant in the middle 


ſtate of citizens, hath, like the ſea- 
ſoning of /alt, preſerved the body 
from total corruption. If Sodom had 
taken the ſame care, of the piety, 
and morals, of their youth, which 
you do, of thoſe amongſt you, that 
need it moſt ; if the mighty works 
of public charity, and piety. which 
have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it world have re- 
mained to this day.— And if they had 
not been done in thee, except tbe 
lord of hoſts had left unto us this ſmall 
remnant, of true piety, and virtue, 
(which large as it is, is yet ſmall in 
— of the inks you might 
truly ſay to yourſelves with the pro- 
Phet we ſhould have been as eue, 
- an 
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and we ſhould _— wy lite unte G0 

1 Dang I ett 
Fourthly and laſtly, Gov beow⸗ 

| eth his bleſſings upon us, without any 

by end: without any proſpect of ad- 


vantage or reward : he giveth intire- 
ly for the ſake of giving, and doing 


good. And what nobler pattern can 


we propoſe to our imitation, than 
this diſmtereſted _— of the AE 
mighty 95 
And Berein! is the edge of G OD 
wonderfully manifeſted to us; that 
15 hath not only made it our duty, 


but our intereſt alſo, to make as ma- 


ny men happy as we can. Nay it 
is not only our temporal, but alſo 
our eternal intereſt. For beſides the 
delight that attendeth it here; he 


hath aſſured us, that everlaſting hap- 
pineſs will be the reward of it in 
heaven. As to the delight that at- 
tendeth it here; it is evident, that 


if we have any remains of goodneſs, 
180 happineſs we create to others; 
muſt 


hath taught. us, that it is re, bleſſed 
70 give than to receive. A leſion; 


truly worthy of Gop la leſſon which 


nothing but the fulneſs of the divi- 
nity —.— in him, could ditate. 


The felicity — the divine nature is 
inſeparable, from beneficence, or to 


ſpeak. more properly, mult as far as 


we can judge principally, ariſe = 


it. God, nah merely from t 


e ee e He gat; 


Ki oth any poſſibility of any — 
tage he can receive from us, in re- 


turn; unleſs, in reflecting upon that 


. and rejoicing), in it, which 


ur gratitude to him muſt create in 
our own. breaſts: 1 is ſo evident; 


that if we could conceive, how any 
thing could be an addition to the eſ- 


ſential beatitude of the Almighty 2 
it would be, the communication of 


his bleſſings, to that immenſe num 
ber of beings; j whom hoe cated, o 


1 ſhare 


Of Charm, 2375 
muſt neceſſarily add to ouriown. Our 
great Lord — Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
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Of Charity. 
ſhare - of His felicities! as if Gos 


could not be infinitely happy; un- 
Jeſs that hap 


pineſs were infinitely dif- 
fuſed : and altho' our abilities cannot 
extend like thoſe of Almighty Gov, 


to the whole compaſs of the creation; | 
| yet our love, our 


good will, ſhould 
de univerſal, and Unlimited. For 


3 Confiftetl not, ſo much, in 


— — a conſtant in- 
clination to do all the good we can. 
And this diſpofitiort will enable us, 
to ſhare in all the happineſs, we ei- 
ther n or conceive others to 
7 

But to * more e -partienlar, A 
happy a feflection is it, to have re- 


lieved the miſerable; to have beſtow- 
ed the bleſſings 


of good: education, 
and virtuous peel to reſcue 


naked and helpleſs innocence, from 
the ſlavery of fin, and ignorance, 
and the temptations of want. Te 
clothe the widow, to relieve the fa- 
therleſs; to redeem the f poor, 0 
a 4 
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che oppreſſed, from that load of life, 
which depreſſeth all their induſtry 
and cloudeth their worth: zo fave a 
a mM 
What ſhall I fay then? My bre= 
thren, have not each of us W op- 
3 have not all of us this 
, of procuring this great 
and laſting conſolation to our ſouls } 
have we not now a fair occaſion, not 
only of. obeying the commandments 
of Gov, in relieving wants; and 
diffufing, and multiplying happineſs ; 
but alſo, of following his example? 
And methinks we fhould all burn, 
with a noble, and vehement ardor, 
of imitating the hty. There 
is nothing more cuſtomary with the 
children this world, than to com- 
pliment their prince, by copying af- 
ter — even in his very defects, 
Shall we then 
tail to pay our ee to the great 
majeſty of heaven and earth, by imi- 
tating his excellencies? thoſe ex- 
cellencies 
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: celledoits: which will reſemble us to 


that moſt perfect and glorious being 
whilſt we are in this world, and 
make us happy wo 1 to all eter- 
nity: in the next. Nac 
There are 2 thinks FOI 
(from the ſad as pravity of our fal- 


len ne wy men foe 


wo ts 


in too 1 imitate e dſt vi- 
cious and worſt of men. And there 
is this one, wherein we all of us may 
imitate the beſt of all beings; our 
good, and gracious, : and merciful 
father, - which is in heaven.” Good 
God! do we imitate; the worſt of 
beings in ſome things, the worſt of 
men in many things, and ſhall we 
not imitate the beſt of all beings in 
one? And ſurely charity never need- 
ed a more earneſt recommendation, 
than at this very time] in an age, 
where example hath made it unin- 
famous to be unmerciful; and cu- 
ſtom hath made it it e e at ka 

ath 


ith made i — to forgive. 
Alas my brethren, how can we ex- 
pe& mercy and forgiveneſs from 
Gop, when we ourſelves are ſo un- 
relenting to our brethren: are 58 
cruel and ur orgiving in trifles. 
| It is commonly urged in be al 
charity, that it is the moſt laſing, 
as well as the moſt excellent of chris. 
ſtian virtues. The other virtues are 
temporal, but this, r The 
other are calculated for this liſe on- 8 
ly; but charity, both for this life, 
and that which is to come. Need 1 
explain, that by charity, I mean 
= eee and chriſtian 
love; which we owe'to/aurfellow- 
creatures: the chief fruits of which 
in this world, are ſeen in relieving 
their wants, and forgiving: their of- 
_— : I fay this oft led and 
truly chriſtian virtue is calculated, 
both for this life and the next. The 
ſame principle of love will ſubſiſt in 
heaven; 4 though the ſame reaſons ſor 
R exerting 
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exerting it will not; for we ſhall, 


there, have no offence to forgive; and 


no want to relieve. Faith, hope, and 
charity; tbeſe three, faith the apo- 
ſtle, But the greateſt f theſe: is cha- 


rity; for in heaven, faith ſhall be 
de up in intuition; and hope 
in en joyment; but charity ſball re- 


main for ever. Other chriſtian vir- 


tues may live in this world; but cha- 
rity ſhall-reign in heaven. tit 
O bleſſed ſtate! when all tears 


ſhall be wiped: from our eyes, and 
all malice; ' and revenge fhall be 


purged from our ſouls. When the 


little intereſts of this life ſhall be of 
no concern to us. The trifles that 


contracted our hearts, and created 


our conteſts, ſhall become uſeleſs, 
ties that inflamed thoſe trifles, ſhall 
be no more. When all diſputes ſhall 
be done away, all factions fall, and 


all contentions - ceaſe-! St a the 


9 7 enemies ſhall meet in 1 friend. 


ſhip; 
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we x 


Pons wy ore true chriſtian 
goodneſs, ſhall be the only diſtinc- 
tion: the only character, 1 and teſt 


of greatneſs. me they that turn 


75 70 righteouſneſs, Toll ſhine. as 
the flars for ever and ever. Dan. xii. 
3. When we ſhall. ſee, even as we 
are ſæen: when we ſhall ſee G ob, 
ſhadowed ; and ourſelves. in his 
ſimilitude; 3 we ſhall ſee him 
in his glory, and adore him in his 
excellence, and love him in his mer- 
cy. Love him in his infinite good- 
neſs and mercy | and love one ano- 
ther in his ſikeneſs; and for his 
fake, ' And by ſo doing, become 


R2 happy, 


— — ' ̃ -ßʒ <—_—_c — — —— 
* 


Of Chardy: 


| „ beyond all our hopes and 
5 and the more we continue 


in knowing, and loving, and 'ador- 


ing, che Mine AIP HE. in | * and 
esl that happin neſs to all L eter- 
ni 

n us then tegw to cler dat 
er virtue —_ which will em- 
in Heaven! ard let 
FOOG proof that 
mercy, to our poor fellow - creatures, 
as often as we are able; which we 
ourſelves receive from the great crea. 
tor of heaven and earth, every mo- 


ment of our lives here below : and 


W 


which we hope to receiye from him, 
to all eternity in heaven! which 
Gop of his infini 
Sc. ei 
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Exod, Chap. XX. 2 I x3: 4 


{#& 3. 


| H I 8 inecept a laid down 
here in general unlimited 
terms, 8 tak in their full ex- 
tent, equally prohi TR taking away 
the lives of men and of other ani- 
m 8 upon any account whatſoever; 
the true ſenſe of 1 it, muſt be learnt, 
from comparing 4 Fig i with other 
parts. of the ſcriptures... af 

That i it was not intended to pre- 
dude men from the right of taking 
X 3 away 


4 of Drilling. 
away the lives of others in any cir- 


cumſtance whatſoever i is evident from 


the 2. ver. of the xxii. chapt. of this 
book of Exodus; where the thief 
fou nd, breaking up in the night, that 


is, breaking into your houſe, or mak- 


ing uſe of any force to rob you, is 
permitted to be ſlain. And from 
many other parts of the ſcriptures it 
appears, "that perſons guilty of cer- 


tain crimes, are expreſsly command- 


ed to be put to death ; ſuch as the 


witch, the blaſphemer, the murde- 
rer, the diſobedient ſon, &c. 


That the command was not in- 


tended, as an abſolute prohibition to 
take away the lives of the inferior 
creatures, is evident from the grant 


given to Moab, and in him, to all 
his poſterity ; in the ix. chapt. of 
Gen, where creatures. are given for 
food, in as ample a manner as the 


110 of the field were given before: 


only with this reſtraint, that the 


„ 


!“! I. * I 


blood 


blood was not to be eaten. with the 
fleſh... IE 20 * #24 n 


Foraſmuch ce as .-ovither. crimi- 


. nor inferior creatures, Ms 


are pro- 
hibited to be ſlain by this precept, 


it follows, that nothing is prohibit- 
ed by it, but murder: that is, the 
taking away the life of any man un- 
juſtly. In this caſe, and in this on- 
ly, are we to underſtand; that denun- 
ciation. of divine. juſtice. to be due. 
Aud ſurely your. blood of pour. Lives 
will I require; at the band of every 
beaſt will Jræguire it; and at the band 
F man: at tbe hand of every man's 
brother will I require the life of man. 
6. s boſa ſbedeth man's. blood, by 
man. ſhall his blood be ſbed; for in the 
image of God made he man. 
When God: gave man a right to 
the creatures for food, prohibiting 
them to eat the blood wth the fleſh, 
in that prohibition. he virtually com- 
mands them to ſhed the blood of 
thoſe creatures, before they made the 
Ka: fleſh 
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248 = Of Dad 
Meſh their food; and as he [knew 
this power and practice of ſhedding 
of blood, would by degrees harden 
the mind, and be an inlet to cruel- 
ty, even to their on ſpecies; he 
E in the moſt 2 manner 
imaginable againſt that evil, by a 
dreadful denunciation of vengeance 
againſt all thoſe that ſhould dare to 
ſhed the blood of man. And fureh 
your blood of your lives will 7 require; 
at tbe band of every beaft will I re- 
\guire it; and at the hand 'of man 
ar the band F every man's brother 
will I require the life of man. Whoſe 
ſhedeth man's blood, "by mam ſhall his 
'bload be ſhed; For- in the image of God 


8 


made be nan. The meaning of all 


which, is, (and ſo the beſt interpre- 
ters underſtand it) that GOD will 
arm every living creature, both brute, 
and human, to 2 deſtruction of the 
murderer; as ] believe there is ſcarce- 
ly a creature ſo contemptible, either 


in xe or air, W ——_ he hath not 


at 


at one time.or ee made the. * 
crying gl. nd. as 1 all chis e 
curity were inſufficient, he f. endet a 


this lord of the nether world, ye 
2 wich the vebemablen. ws th 


tſoall is Jlood be Sed: J forin 1b nage 
3 tae! mage; be man. 1 
How nobly is this Wala mie | 
ted to convey this great document, 
and impreſs it deep on the whole 
race of 2 tho Giop the great 
guardian and governor of the world, 
watched over the lives of men, with 
ſo peculiar a providenee, that if any 
man ſhould dare to ſhed the —_— 
blood, ſure vengeance ſhould pu 
ſue Tag that the divine juſtice — 
arm the powers of every living crea- 
ture burda tl deſtruction: na- y, would 
arm his own. ee 8 right h e to 


his ruin. 8 Bad eg 
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And how nobly is the juſtice and 


3 ths ſolemnity of this declaration aſ- 
ſerted in the reaſon annexed? For in 
'zhe image of God made he man. What 
lower or leſs extended vengeance was 
due to that devoted miſcreant, to 
that ſacrilegious arm, that ſhould vio- 
late the majeſty of the creator's i 

where his goodneſs, his wilt) and 
his power Tag impreſſed it; than to 
have the whole creation IE in array 
apaint him eric 

\ Murder is in itſelf a crime fo ds- 
ſtructive to ſociety, and ſo dreadful 
to nature, that nothing need to. be 


ſaid to aggravate the horror of it to 


the human mind. But foraſmuch as 
the corruptions of mankind have at 
length found out a way of perpetrat- 
ing this crying guilt, in this part of 
the world, not only always with im- 
punity, but often with applauſe; 
have even made it honourable under 


the e faſhionable appallating of duel- 


ling, 


E ab. Q dd. 
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25 
ling. My buſineſs at preſent ſhall be 
to examine it in this view. And to 
ſhew you by Gop's aſſiſtance, that 
no diſguiſe of name, or power of 
cuſtom, can make this practice leſs 


deteſtable in the eye of reaſon, or 


leſs criminal in the eye of Goo. 
And in order to do this, I ſhall 

inquire, firſt into the 9 of this 

practice of duelling. 

And ſecondly, into the ants a 

occaſions of it. And — this head, 

ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, how 


wicked, how abſurd, how perni- 


cious it is, in all its pretences: and 


how dreadful in its final iſſue. 

And firſt as to its original it is 
agreed by the beſt writers on this 
ſubject, that the practice was in the 
beginning undoubtedly derived from 


a principle of humanity ;: and a ten- 


derneſs for the lives of mankind. And 


the beſt accounts I. have been able to 


colle& concerning it : are as follow. 
. When 
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as 1 — — x not be 
eee by:treaty, nor deter- 
mined by hoſtility, without infi- 


nmite ae and devaſtation; to 


ſpare che effuſion of ſo much blood 
it was ſometimes agreed amongſt 
them, to leave the deciſion of the 
controverſy to the hazard of a few 
lives. And to agree, that the con- 
ſequence of ſuch a conqueſt, ſhould 


be: the ſame, as if thoſe nations had 


contended with all their numbers. 
Such was that of Paris and Mena- 


laus, in Homer; and antbus and 


Melanthius, kings of Athens, and 


Bœotia. Such alſo, was that, of the 


— and Curiatii in the Roman 
and of ; Edmund Ironſide, 
— rr the Nane in the hiſtory 
of England. Nor is this practice 


Ahalliy out of uſe, in the 3 


world, at this day. Such was that 
ween the king of Pegu, and his 


uncle, | 


084 + 6K 


253 
uncle, about the kingdom of Auba; 
mentioned by Matidelſs in His 20h 
ves (p. 96). ren i Dil Joe 3113 
= this Kind of dueling,” Was, 
b Gucitiot,” Rufflute, asse fa 
raue (ay 1e violet no law”: I 
GOD, or Man: And was "ey fl 
vention of much greater evil. 
The next kind of duelling that 1. 
iet with in Hiſtory, was; when 
two hbftile armies being 
to ons attother, either! 
tacitly agreed, that a choſen chan 
pion of either fide; ſhould eonbat 
for the honour of his country.” Such 
was the duel of David and Goliab. 
i. book of Samuel) guch alſo was'that 
of Manlius Torquatits, and aſter that, 
ef Valetlus Ur bini, with two Sas 
who challeriged the valianteft of the 
Romans to ſingle combat.” And: Ma- 
ny later inſtances of the 
And theſe without queſtion, were | 


254 2 ar 


2 were — to the W of 
the public, in arms. So that whe- 
ther they fell in ſingle combat, or in 
a more general engagement; their 
lives were equally expended. in the 
ſervice of their country. 

Another kind of duelling | former- 
ly practiſed in the weſtern part of 
the world, was, either upon accu- 
ſation of ie or trial of right; and 
the occaſions of them were as fol- 
r 
When any . accuſed another, 
of treaſon, or any other capital crime; 
the perſon accuſed, if he inſiſted up- 


on his innocence, had a right to re- 


tort the lie upon his accuſer; and 


challenge him to make good his 
charge by combat. Now this prac- 


tice, „ gh perhaps not ſtrictiy 


juſtifiable; yet however, much may 
ke Aid in definite of it. Becauſe it 
was a terror to falſe and malicious 
accuſations : b and was in the perſon 


accuſed, 


eG | dag 
for the innocence of jk heart. Be- 


hides, that public juſtice ſeems to be 


concerned, in not eaſily a 
that a good ſubject's life ſhould be 


taken away, upon a ſingle teſtimo+ 1 


ny: which might be grounded ei- 
ther upon miſtake, or malice, ,; or 


corruption. And on the 905 | 
hand, as ſing le teſtimonies ſhould 


not eafil be {lighted ; thoſe certain- 
ly muſt have — weight, which the 


authors were ready to vouch, at the 
hazard of their lives. And therefore £ 


it is not much to be wondered at, 


if in ages more martial, and leſs re- 


fined; in the reaſons and rules of 
juſtice, combats of this kind were al- 


lowed of, by public authority. And 


of theſe many inſtances are to be met 


with i in the üſtories of France and 


0 * 
* 
| As 


-* But the moſt hen gs inſtance of duelling > that 
I believe ever was met with, was that of [the duel a (net 
by: permitted * encouraged by. Charles the Vth of 


France 
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S trial of ky nts "wy 
tance, theſe alſo were very antient. 


ity of — city Mes; 
wende I Exoy, u the twenty. 
eighth book of hich And in- 
ſtances of the fame kind, are te wo 
met with, in our own kilos, 
"Now theſe were occafioned, 
fuch diſputes, about rights; * as Were 


not caſily decided by law. And 


chergfore the parties choſe to bring 


cones he wiſe) between : a man and a 4083 
whoſe maſter had been murdered. The man was a gen- 
tleman of the king's court, 90,906 By n murdered. alſo 
had been: and the dog as pn fat Aaulted him as he 
met him. And would at any time — cats even 


in the midſt of a.ctowd, for the object of his vengeance; 


and often did ſo. The king thought there was ſome- 
(ab very extraordinary in chis: and perhaps ſuſpecting, 

oth the gentlemen had been of his court) that the 

th of one of them might be the effect of jealouſy, and 
Karo in the other, charged him with Rs murder, 
which he moſt ſolemnly denying, the king aſked him, 
whether he would refer it to the iſſue of a combat with 
the dog; which he in the end was forced to do, in a 
moſt public, and ſolemn manner. And the dog having 
got him down, and ſeized his throat, he cried out ear- 
neſtly, for merey: and owned his guilt, — =» 


; 3 i the 


uh was the duel of Cubis and Or- 
fa, "two Spariſp noblemen, about 


g g. Ag. Sg. SS 3 2 . 
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combat: 0 And 
— ſo niches dude provecdad 
aßen the ſame principles wittortiole 


upon accu tun of lle Haſt mens. 


tionsd; and froti'w perſuaſion; that 
GG H would; determine che iſſue of 
the combat, according'to the” rights 
of!the vauſe, wiolo. Igcril os mn 0. 
11 Twas forotheſe reaſons, und upon 


theſe! rineiples that” (wellig obs 
ike and wWE Allowed mothe world 
from the 232 8. 
of the em 
whe having pt 
French Bag ech Vece fas 
Francis retorted the lie upon him 
and; provoked Him to ſingle dom 
which; however, that Wiſe and vas 
liand emperor thought fit to decline. 


From this accident, tlie high ſpi- 


rit of the Gallis nation, (Who are not 
juſtly chargeable Vit 
cient bravery) ih compliment to their 

" See Sir W digreſſion abou duell. 3 
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prince, and dle better to d 
that injuriens and high ee 
he bad + tir gy emperor 5: eſta- 
bhiſhed the giving of the lie, asche 
kighat-igdignity! chat could be gf 
fored to Raman nature: and ſuch as 
every i man uf honour ought to reſent 
to: deaths imagining, it would re- 
flect no ſmall glory upon their na- 
tion, that che meaneſt Sentkeman in 

Fance, ud abt pat up an indig- 
phy, v which — — Char Ahe 
eee atio 2:\; moo) 

* And —— been ful 
ſichently ſuece ful i giving tiſe:do 
ke" cher faſhiotn of leſß conſe- 
| — hkewifc hath: thein ex- 
ample: derived this wicked — 
miacbapmfUer all over Eurupe. And 


n of 
bldodihed 3 1n-the-compaſs-of a 
few years, chan all the duck known 
in the giant from the foundation of 
it, till that time. Except perhaps 
ſuch N as were more antiently 

authorized 


in ſo ding, been the occakion. 
more 


2 


e 
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e+ 
44a 


W wih > vr ia ek th 4 


ee og — 1 — 
eyer he owned, 


faults. if this evil hath Not tOoWnNA 
" aegy, waere it bad 5 


riſe, zn Dead obnu en 


11 2 


As to thaduels attiontly in 30. 
thake | * as _ aq obſerved, 
for the m _ Upon 
te ad nter : upon the ho- 
nour of nations: and upon — pti mi of 
right, and vindication of in innocence : 
and that too by public. 
And were, in ſome ſort, appeals to 
Almighty Go. Whereas: thoſe * 


? 


* > 0k of fright &; ll hole practice 
7 St. L i and St. 

re Apditi julio due 

Dy ol their laſt great mo- 
— i the XIV to own, that 


1 chat it was: not his 


el laſt — W age, if * 


ends, are at leaſt utterly: deſi of 
every! one of them [forme 
fantaſtiè und abſurd points of SR ! 
points of:hbnour as they are called; 
but in trutli, Points of trifamy: 1 Hor 
is it poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe ; a 
when 1 are acted in direct contra- 
diction to the public good; to public 
authority g to religion; tk vie 
every kind, As will appear by exi- 
ing this matter a tele mere ce xs CEE. 
And i order to do this; give e 
lane to lay down thefollowing-) 
hitions, as undoubted truts. 
\ Firſt, chat honour Wätli rei gard to 
Gere d is nothing but the — of 
virtue: that is, 0 is that reputation, 
which ariſes from tlie [opinion which 
mankind conceive of dur virtue; at- 
tended with eſteem,” and regard; i 
the natural conſequence, and in ſome 
ſort, the natural reward of virtue, 


and worth- of. every kind. Firſt, 1 
rad true honour with-: regard to 


8 others, 


G D. telling. 
otherszris fameariſing from the repu- 
tation of virtue: —— with 
regard to ourſelves, true honour, is 
the utmoſt refinement and -perfec- 
tion of virtue, in the diſcharge of 
every duty in life. And this will 
appear evidently from aſking our- 
ſelves theſe two plain queſtions. Firſt, 
Why we ap nib man f And ſe- 
— Who they are whom we ho- 
nourꝰ Da we;hanour any man for 
cowatdice, or theft, or villany of 

any Kind? No, we honour men for 
courage, fer honeſtyi fbr — 
We honour nothing but virtue, and 
worth: we can honour nothing elſe: 
and what 1s ſtrictly; an properly 
called true honour in any; man, 1s 
nothing but refinement i in virtue. 
For example; a man of honour 
will not fail to pay A juſt debt, al- 
tho' the law could not abliz ge him toit. 
A man of honour will — word, 
altho no man alive could prove tlie 
rohton ob r him; nor exact 


* Ly 
+ © 25/98: $fr bens the 


the performance of it. A man of 


mitted to his truſt; altho' the owner 
were dead, and no mortal * 
5 00 Waben is dbriows a man 
of hondur hath more regard to truth 
and juſtice, than he hath either to 
ſelf-intereſt, or the terrors of the law: 
truth and juſtice are the rules and 

es of his conduct: and there- 
fore 6 mn of honour will tell the 
ruth although he be furs to fuffer 


it. And although he might diſ- 


Salle it without any poſſible en In 
or reproach, een chan e 


own eonſcience. 

Such is a man of honour i in bi 
private eapacit ie Swen 

In a public charakter, a man of 
hondur will pique himſelf upon diſ- 
charge of duty to the public, on eve- 

ry juſt occafion ; what danger or di- 
es Toever attend that diſcharge. 
And altho! neither danger nor mM 
my attended the negle& of it, For 


— 
U he let the mean- 
eſt {dies exceed hiny in the loweft 
point of diſeipline. Althe' poſſtbly 
he might RE without infarny;: or 
| * ment; 03 LOOT DIS es 22! 13: 
A man 1 honour will maintain 
the? aſſigned him; althougli ten 
thouſand dangers and diffeulties 
tended it. Neither will he heſitate 
to go upon the moſt difficult attempt, 
which his duty points out te him, 
altho' infinite hazard await it. Ant 
ſo in every other inſtance: "he man 
of honour'is ſtudious to diſcharge his 
duty to the public above every o 
ſiceration, either of danger or 0. 
vantage or of whatever onleq 
to himfelf ! and ſo in every 
condition of life. A man of honour 
that — ith: the ex? pp ex- 
actneſs, ** in the higheſt' re 
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meat! 4 enden 
ſerved to you, is nothing but the! re- 
putation ariſing from the practice of 
Virtus With regard to, #bers ; and 
With regard to dur ſelves, the; ſteady 
Practice ofdlit, in alliſthe rehnement 
it is capable of: eſpecially ſuch vir- 
tues as are Proper to that peculia 


charader. IId. tod to ringer A 


BH ſtances. Jonas * * is 
more peculiarly and emphatically a 
conſcientious! diſpenſation. of juſtice ; 
free from all partiality and corrup- 
tion. Ina woman, it is a nice re- 
gard-tÞ;chaſtity,- and the fame of it. 
In a ſoldiet, fortitude : in a prince 
the preſervation of his faith, his do- 
minions, and the good of his people. 
Honour in private liſe, is ſtrict ju- 
ſtice, and, inviolable regard to pro- 
miſes, and engagements of eyery 


kind: this is the true notion of ho- 


nour. Vi irtug is the ſtandard by which 
te vv * en — 5 and 


whoever 


. 


{ 


— 


e 


from, a in x ay character, or con- 
dition, or circumſtance of life; 


at the ſame inſtant, deſtroy I'M — 


turn it into iafamy; for infamy 18 


nothing but the fame of vice: that 


is, that ſcandal, and evil report, 
which neceſſarily attend vice, and 
villany of every kind; in the ** 
nion of all wiſe and e men. 
Let duelling then be — by 


this teſt; — il it be honourable, | 


or eee 


And firſt, the: oreat 1 of 
duelling ; is; giving _=_ lie: and a lie 
Is. infamous, becauſe it is an impu- 
tation upon our. virtue of veracity. 
Now this imputation, is either 


juſt, or unjuſt. If the imputation 
be? juſt, — ** there can be no in- 


jury in affixing a And. as to the 


indignity t that may accrue from ſuch 


an imputation; the criminal is him- 
f elf the author 1 that. Vou did the 


you 
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vou were guilty of the evil that de- 
ſerved it. And he that imputeth 
| that guilt to you, doth you no more 
mjury, than he that ſhould tell you, 
you were handſome, or valiant, when 
you were fo. And the way to wipe 
off this imputation, 4s, to repent, 
and offend againſt truth no more. 

Well] but your honour is injured, 
and you muſt repair it by forti- 
tide. How | injure an honour which 
hath no exiſtence | what an abuſe 
of words is this ? you forfeited your 
honour the moment you told the 
| He. And now you would repair that 


crime, by committing a greater. You 


would repair falſhood, by murder. 
But fay the imputation is unjuſt : 

one would think the natural way of 
taking off this imputation, eld 


be, by manifeſting the truth; and 


letting the whole world ſee the falſe- 
hood of the charge laid againſt you. 
And if this be — then certainly 
no 8 reſts upon * But re- 


turns 


267 8 


upon 
For —_ bb lei is, of e and 
from tlie nature of the thing, retort- 
ed pn his. 
But ſtill he bach endeavoured e to 
do you an injury; and perh 
imputation, alt 0 no cleared, 
been of real ill conſequence to-you: 
I anſwer, 5 
u u, infamy for 
Jy 2 * if he hath — remain 
either of equity, or r n or good 
manners, he will take ſhame to him- 
ſelf for ſo doing, by a proper ſub- 
miſſion l if he hath not, he is no 
otherwiſe to be accounted-of than a 
bear and a brute ] but however, all 
brutality i is not to be chaſtiſed by 
death. It is ſufficiently puniſhed by 
the natural infamy and contempt 
that await it. And to them you may 
refer it. And for this you have an 
example of ſufficient weight in the 
conduct of Socrates (a man of emi- 
pent fortitude) o on a like occaſi 


leſs fellow, das be paſſed in the pub⸗ 
lic ſtreet; tobk no notice of it. And 
being aſked by one of his compa- 
nions how he could bear ſuch an in- 
dignity from ſuch a miſcreant? calm - 
SWAP" Hh F an aſs ſhould kick. at 
ane, would yon baue me kick again? 
we — allo a like inſtance in the 
elder ( ao, who when a beaſtly fel- 
low ſpit in his face only anſwered, 
if any one ſhould aſk me hereafter 
whether you have any mouth I 
know what to tell him. Thus are 


trifling indignities to be treated, but 


if any "perfon.hath done you a real 
injury, the courts of juſtice are open. 
And the officers of juſtice who: pre- 
fide in them, are at leaſt: as ſkilful, 
and as: equitable judges of the nature 
of the injury, and the en, due 
to . as Lp: can be. Pak 1 14 


. 2 The. * * rea as Bender a N 4 2 


— and a e man among che Renan was called 


. 7 Well, 


/ — wm Ro = w«aAGg A MD 
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a 6a As 


Well * of e 


to gol to 14 foranabaſe, whilſt ke 
t6 ehem What 
ſtra nge Hang. 12 ge, And HO * y . 


a 6e ede k Mb '& man ef 


honour orf the rules of juſtice. 18 
then eontempt of publie juſtice the 
effect of honour? or Father! is ir og 
ſiſtent with any degree of it. Ho- 
nour is che refinemetit* of virtue! 'is 
it virtue to deſpiſe the publie order 
and. peace of ſociety? tray mere te 
inſult it? hondur is the exact diſ- 


charge ef eve ry duty” proper to our 


ſtation. Bond ab MG. to Pub- 
lic authority, the firſt duty of every 
man, of every ſtation, in ſociety? 


and is honour a — Ctra. 


ſtinct to virtue, and duty of every 
kind; if it be, away with it, from 
all eivil and: Nies communities. 


The king upon the throne, is bound 


by the laws of his country; and is 


a man of honour exempt from them? 
is * greater than His prince? thlis 
pretence 
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that moſi 
in 52 fo very trifling or ſcan- 


a ee ker dem 


riouſly examined, by che rules of 


pretence then is rapids, and ſeuſe- 
2 d the laſt degrec. And there - 
fore there 1s reaſon. to believe, chat 
generally ſpeaking it is but 4 pre- 
tence. And that che gal. 18, 
quarrels of this king, are 


that een ate aſham- 
ppear in che courts 


eB rout is, ES 


life and your neighbour's ;- upon a 
point of ſo trivial, or ſhameful a na- 
ture, that it will not bear to be ſe+ 


Hr 


reaſon. and juſtic 
But ſtill it maybe wand, that be. 
nour is (wick regard to others) the 


reputation ariſing from the fame of 


virtue; and vindicating an injury 
done to us, is an indication of cou- 
rage: and enfequently is attended 
with a fame of virtue. I anſwer, 
that when courage is 4 virtue, it is 
always employed in the diſcharge of 
15097578 


ſome 


* 


| ſame. duty, gs 2a of. wh 3. 
would. be a vice. For courage is 
not in itſelf a vistus. * is Te 


ing that makes the hero, It is the 
t conflitutes both. Nay cen 
Aghting in i 1 


M. . the Roman conſul, executed 


his own ſon, for fighting with Ge- 


minius, the general of the Latins, 
contrary to his orders; although he 
came off with conqueſt. As you 
may read in the viith book of Levy. 
Here the cauſe was good. He fought 
with the enemy of his country. The 
event alſo was glorious. He ſlew and 
ſpoiled the hoſtile general, which 
was the heighth of al glory in arms. 
But yet all this, being againſt duty ; 
inſtead of being Wes» 4 became 


infamous. 


ba. op nor Ae Fe 


'B 
tue; — it de alp in diſcharge. of 
duty. And therefore it was that, 
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generac 

fle =; of honour up 
it is built: I ſhould now pt 
inquire into the true cau 
fa e infamy. 
time not now permitting) 
deferred to another" ate 
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ed you, that it had its original fr 
humani * and mercy. When ho ö 
armies, to ey: the effuſion of hu- = 
merit | reed t = 
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terwards allowed in chriſtian coun- 
tries, on trials of right and inno- 
cence; which could not otherwiſe 
be ſo eaſily decided, 

I likewiſe thowed ycug tha cgi 
nal of that kind of duelling now in 
faſhion _—_ That it had its 
beginnin e lie given b 
e 
peror Charles the Vth; from whence, 
giving the lie became the mortal of- 
fence among thoſe who have the aſ- 
ſurance to call themſelves men of ho- 
nour. On this occaſion, I inquired 
into the true nature of hofiour : and 
fhewed you that it was nothing with 
regard to the world, but the faine of 
vittue ; and with regard to ourſelves, 
4 refined ſenſe of virtue; and a ſtrict- 
neſs in the practice of it, even where 
n 


it; or witneſs reproach it. I then 
proveced to examine the preſent 
e 
| na 9" 


[_mvCCCC__TrTTl_AY e- 
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py pln 2 


Ly b 8 e princip 5 x 
I obſerved to you, in the 8 
ing ous 8 a mortal offence 
among duelliſts, was giving the lie. 
Now it is words while to inquire, . 
whether their reſentment of this of- 
ferice, be owing to a right ſenſe of 
honour; that is, a high regard to 
the virtue of veracity ; and a juſt in- 
dignation for being thought deſtitute 
of it; or whether it be only a reſent- 
ment of cuſtom, and conceit; with- 
out any regard to virtue. 
For if they act in this caſe from a 
principle of honour, that is, from a 
regard to the virtue of veracity, it is 
plain they will have the ſame regard 
to it, in every other circumſtance of 
life. Whereas the very contrary to 
all this, is remarkable in many of 
them. And nothing is more noto- 
rious in their practice, than cu- 
ſtomary lying and ſwearing, and 
breach of F and unn 
ä af - 
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of every kind. And ſurely, he that 
promiſe eth to 15 a juſt debt, on a cer- 


wiſe than through. unavoidable, n ne- 


ceſlity, both lieth, and is un juſt at the 


ſame time. "And ; in this ſenle, how 
many of theſe heroes are liers upon 


record, for breach of word, . and 


bond? and yet I do not find it cu- 


ſtomary with them, to challenge the 


agent who manageth the proſecution; 
nor the judge who determineth the 
cauſe againſt them; for wounding 


their honour. 


This then is the Ma Simple ly- 


ing, is in the opinion of theſe brave 


ſpirits, a mortal offence. But when 
perjury. or injuſtice, is added to it; 


then it becomes i innocent; and leaves 


no blemiſh, or ſtain upon their ho- 


Nour, _ _. 


From FRE, it appeareth, "that 
pride is the fountain of this vice. 


Theſe duelliſts, not having virtue 
5 enough to be aſhamed of doing evil, 


have 


? 
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have yet y van ity e enou gh oo to bear ; 
its beit "imputed. 15 them. And 
therefore they would reconcile con- 
a lictions. | They) would be honour- 
able f in their fame, altho” they are 
infamous i in their Practice. And the 
way to be ſo, is, to preſent death 
ü upon the point 'of their word, to 
any one that ſhall dare to taint their 
honour. That honour, which they | 
have long ſince forfeited. And 73 
now no more title to, than to the 
money, or the eſtates they have ſpent. 
Beſides, what but intolerable vanity: 
and impudence, can ſet men ſo far 
above all laws, above all government. 
and juriſdiction ; ; as to aſſume to 
themſelves a right both of Judging, 
and executing in their own . cauſe 
in direct contempt of all authority, | 
both of God and man? and is the 
wretch that dare do this, a fit mem-. 
ber of civil, or religious ſociety : ? or 
rather ſhould he not be regarded as 
4 monſter and outcaſt of the earth? 

By and 


278 Of Dueling... 

and baniſhed the ſociety of every 
thing, but chains and dungeons; and 
the laſhes of his own conſcience. 
And therefore if religion and zovern- 
ment were no way concerned in this 
practice, and the influence of it 


reached no farther than thoſe infa- 
mous wretches who are the common 


authors of it; nothing were more 


defirable in ſociety, than that this 


profligate race ſhould go on, like 
the cadmean brethren, 5 butcher 


one another with all convenient diſ- 


patch; and rid mankind of fuch a 
peſt, l the trouble or expence 
of public executions. But till that 
be done, let them be abandoned like 
lepers. And let no man that would 
be clear either in his reputation or 
in his conſcience, converſe with them; 
upon pain of infamy. And ſurely 

Solomon rightly adviſeth, to "drive 
ſuch a one from our converſation, 
Caft our he corner (faith he) and 
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contention. ber aus: yea frife and 
dee al oe a9 
Another parent of this ns is 
cowardice: And e e 
this m appear at fight ; a lit- 
_ reaſoning will clearly evince it 
2 ROY moſt men, al- 
| ve . not courage 
greatly affect a reputation of it. _ 
is, ſuch a reputation, as may ſe- 
cure them from inſults another time. 
And the way to do this, is to ſeem 
hot, and fiery; and challenge ſome 
perſon of note for the ſword; in 
zopes, that ſome lucky accident, or. 
the interpoſition of friends (which it 
is in every man's power to procure) 
may. prevent the ill conſequences of 
the quarrel. And fo, they may at 
once eſtabliſh their reputation of 
courage, and ſecure their perſons. 
And all this is plainly the effect of 
cowardice. And it hath been juſtly 
obſerved by men of experience, in 
rations of this kind; that out- 
4 ward 
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ward bluſterings, are very often, on- 
ly a maſk, to conceal. inward trem- 

blings: and that perhaps on both 
ſides. Inſomuch; that the words of 
St. Paul, uſed upon another occa- 

ſion are yet ſtrictly applicable upon 
this. ii. Cor. vii, 5, Nitbaut were 
fightings:; 31207171 were fears. 0011 
But. duelling is yet more ſo, con- 
ſidered in another light. For cow- 


ardice is nothing but feating againſt 


reaſon. Whereas a rational fear, is 
no more cowardice; than à rational 
hope is preſumption and impudence. 
Now it is agreed among mankind, 


that of all the duels that have been 


fought in the world, much the greater 
number had been declined; did the 
perſons concerned think they could 
fairly ſave their honour in doing ſo. 
And this, men of known and ap- 
proved courage are often heard to 


declare, from their own knowledge, 


and even in their own: caſe. Now 
2 this be an irrational, and ins 


ear, 


this p is Wong effe 
ardice. And that 1 it is altogether'i ir- 
rational, is evident. For what: can 
froms hire of duty from be- 
dience to the divine authority, and 
the laws of the land? for this would 
be to reverſe all the principles and 
foundations of honour and infamy } 
to call virtue vice, and vice virtue. 
And is literally to execute that woe 
upon ourſelves; which GOD Al- 
mighty hath denounced againſt all 
thoſe hat call evil good, and good 
evil. And I appeal to every man of 
common ſenſe, whether any perſon, 
that had courage enough to act up- 
on theſe principles; and to declare 
to the whole world that he did ſo; 
could poſſibly ſuffer i in his reputa- 
tion of virtue; that is, in his ho- 
nour, by ſo doing? or rather would 
not riſe in both, in the eſteem of all 


wit and gs men! nay whether 
thoſe 
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yet ſo much 
and af 


in this 
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thoſe very bravoes, WhO 


not, if they had any. remains either 
of virtue or of common ſenſe, reye- 
rence him for it, in their hearts 

And Gop be rn there is 
world; that ſeveral men oo: knows, 
pproved valour, have openly 
1 
fuſed chall lenges ſent them, in ayow- 
ance of 

And therefore the real teuth is, 
that all thoſe who allow themſelves 
of duelling, do un- 
knowingly conclude — un- 
der the baſeſt and moſt ſcandalous 


* And to this purpoſe I have ſomewhere met with the 
following relation of Sir Halter Rawleigh; a man of 
known courage and honour; who being very injuriouſly 
treated, challenged, and 4 refuſal ſpit upon, by a 
raſh hot-headed youth, and that too in public, taking 
out his hangkerchief 2 7 reat calmneſs made him only 


this return, Young man could as eaſily wipe off your 


blood from my 1 e am my face 
4 audi bir, this moment take away your life. Se oa e 


was, that the youth, ſtruck with a ſudden and ſtrong 
ſen of his miſbehaviour, fell 0 his knees, and begged 
forgrenes, | 


character 


* 


from him; — 


againſt duels; and have re- 
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character in life; OW< ds to men; 

aud bravoes to Gop | cowards to the 
opinion. of the idleft, the weakeſt, and 

;he moſt worthleſs 7 part of mankind / 

and Bravoes to the great 1 

of the 4 . 
* the beſt of beings They 

fear, what a wiſe man ſhould ſcorn 
above all things, the opinion of the 
thou i 5g the P and the in-—- 


above every elſe in che world; 
the Na of dg and the wrath - 
of Gop! fo 2 this practice is 
plainly an abſurd compoſition of 
pride, and folly, and — and 
hardened impiety. 

But here it may be objected ; how 
it is poſſible for a man to riſ his 
life out of fear! to this I anſwer, 
that nothing is more common in the 
world to this day, nor more obvious 
in the hiſtory of it, throughout all 
ages; for (as my lord Bacon rightly 
8 obſerveth) 
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e 
mind, ſo weak, but that it Waller 
the fear of death; revenge triumpheth 
over it, love "Nighterh 7 it, honour aſ- 
1 to it, "grief flicth to ; Me and 

ear preventeth it. ' Nay pity hath 
ſometimes provoked death; as we 
find that When Osho New himſelf, | 
many others followed, out of mere 
ee and Tendecteft to their 
And Otbo himſelf is com- 


Ry inſtanced, in the number of 
thoſe, that have died through cow- 


ardice. That is, either ches fear of 

death, or infamy, and reproach. | 
Petronius arbiter, maſter of Vers's 

pleaſures, cut his veins, becauſe his 


maſter frowned upon him. Hanni- 
bal, tor fear of being given up to 
the Romans, . poiſoned himſelf, as 
did Demoſthenes for fear of being 
given up to Antipater. And La- 
bienus the hiſtorian mentioned by 
Seneca, becauſe he would not out- 
bye the infamy of having his books 


burnt 
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burnt by ae Eid Ad Frog 
felf. E Nay the great Fore! pl in} 

mercy. .- 1 At leaſt 5g is erte, — 
he and all the reſt, died thro cow- 
ardice, even upon the principles of 
heatheniſm: for all the wiſer a 1 

_ tients were agreed, that man had no 
dominion. over his own life. But 
was placed 1 in the world, like a cen- 
tinel upon his poſt. And what more 
ſcandalous cowardice, than to deſert 
the ſtation appointed to us; becauſe 
of ſome unforeſeen difficulties that 
attend the maintaining it. 

And of all fears the mind can 
poſſeſſed with, fear of the opinion 
of fools, is, beyond all queſtion the 
moſt ſcandalous | and therefore ſuch 
as riſk. their lives upon that prin- 
ciple, are the baſeſt of all cowards, 
both to reaſon and virtue. 

But ſtill cuſtom and the: - prafitice 
of the world is againſt. you. Why, 
and for that very reaſon St. Paul ad- 
viſeth 


I 


2 


286 . Of Diilling.. 

viſeth you againſt it. Be not con- 
| d to this world, nor 10 any wick- 
ed cuſtom however prevalent in it. 
Cuſtom, altho' founded upon reaſon 
and convenience, is at beſt no rule 
of action or life. But if it be in op- 


poſition to both, it is ſurely a 
wretched plea for irrational actiogs. 


And is only the laſt, and moſt ſenſe- 
leſs refuge 


ge of affectation and ſtupi- 
dity ! now duelling is manifeſtly ab- 
furd, to the laſt degree, — it 
were not impious. For ſuppoſing | 
am injured ; and that I had a right 
to vindicate myſelf with my own | 
arm; can any thing be more ridi- 
culous, than to put myſelf upon an 
equal hazard with him that injured 
me in that vindication ? nay perhaps 
upon a much greater. Whereas in 
reaſon, I ought to puniſh his offence, 
with hazard to him alone that com- 
mitted it. Elſe, I only add an in- 
jury of my own, en U 
already done me; or give him a fair 


chance 


chance of doing me a greater. Than 
which, noWung! can be more * 


ce reſppst 3, tb abfiid dd in 
. "Foralamnachis it is ne. 
1 ; e of 


their halls! "Not 7 . 4 74 
how can thas be a proper arbitration 


of where a coward that is 
perfect in his ſword ſhall kill the 
braveſt man alive; neither can that 


be an arbitration of the juſtice of a 


cauſe; where the deln depend- 
eth upon the {kill of the parties. And 
injurer triumph in a ſecond offence; 
an than che 
But beſides the folly and ſtupidity 
of this practice; I befoech you to 
confider the iniquity; of it. What 
right have you over that life which 
you riſk," or over that which you in- 
vade? ſhould you attempt upon your 
neighbour's 
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world — : | ol. 4 
and. a ruffan. aud are Job: not 
and — — of te: wait wh 

yu — N bis as for here, 


ibje 

The 1 oe of: a ona ” Phe Wilo 
of a kind and careful huſband. And 
the orphan of a tender parent. And 
yet he that perpetrateth this com- 
plicated villany, either out of pique, 
or pride, or malice; or perhaps out 
of gaiety of heart, (as the French 
call it) would be deemed a man of 
honour | than which there cannot be 
a more monſtrous abuſe of words; 
or a greater inſult upon the common 
ſenſe of mankind. 

It is upon theſe e 3 
| this Turks ſaffer no ſuch thing as 
duels in their dominions. And: that 
reproot, which Buſbequius tells us, 
2 UFO a Baſha 
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a Baſt at Conftantinople gave a va- 
liant man, for boaſting that he had 
challenged his enemy ; is very well 
worth our notice. How durſt thou 
(aid he) challenge thy fellow-foldier to 
a duel? what, was there never a 
chriſtian to fight with? do both of 
you eat the emperor's bread? yet 
forfooth y ou muſt go about to take one 
another s lives ? what precedent had 
you for this? don't you know that. 
whoever 0 oe the twain 2 died, the 
emperor had bot a ſubje&t? Where- 
upon he was immediately haled to 
priſon, where he lay pining many 
months ; and was at laſt with difh- 
culty releaſed : yet with the loſs of 
his reputation, p. 197, 198. 
And thus I have examined into 
the nature of this deteſtable practice 
of duelling : and ſhewn you, how 
deſtructive it is of all thoſe ends, for 
which that practice was firſt intro- 
duced and allowed in the world. I 
have ſhewn you that i in its preſent 
_ dege- 


2998. Of | Hes. | 
degeneracy, it is baſe and infamous. 
It is infamous in its origin, (the 
child of vice and i ignorance, begotten 

pride and folly) nor is it Jeſs in- 
FA its practice! if acting in 
direct n to all the prin- 
ciples of honqur and virtue, and du- 
ty of every kind, can give a juſt title 
to infamy ; in a word, I have ſhewn 
you, how ſtu pid, how, impious, how 
abominable it is in all its circum- 
| ftances,.; and pretences. The vaunt in- 
deed of valoy r, but for. the moſt part 
the real © effect of cowardice! and that 
too the moſt ſhameful cowardice 
| imaginable the fear of the opinion of 
fools.) a  pretence 'of heroiſm, un- 
known to the great heroes of anti- 
Wy: To the Gfeciaus, and to the 
Romans © the greateſt examples | of 
of "mortal prowels,! and at the ſame 
time greatly de enerating both. from 
the honour a1 and. the _ piety "or. that 

aQice in our own anceſtors. 72 

And now my brethren What is the 
Ave of all this extravagance ** Wen | 
2 
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erſon, 75 his best Ger, 
At leaſt he ceaſeth to be his enemy 
: "and the ford hath'r — 
his breaſt. but horro 
and remorſe have 3 His 1155 
ha Ye tabbed þ to'the foul! 
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essen oe writs and Veverige wh in 
et greater exce &s of ſorrow, and 
deteſtation; and all the 
tion of diſtreſs.” The dr 
is no ſooner” done, but ke Wat 
give gow whole world, nay he would 
mo 27 it! alid doubtleſs 
were in many caſes 
ble to be effect 
If this murdlerers death” could buy 
off all the horrors of his conſcienc 
and anguiſh of his remair 


— oy 


given up to remorſe and miſery [ 
lince the fame hand that fixed a dag- 
ger into his brother's breaſt, 'did, in 
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292 Of Dueling, 
that very act, fix a fury in his own: 
to ſting his conſcience,” and to poiſon 
ic. quiet, to the laſt moment of. Bl 

1 

But my Reads. * ercatell- ter- 
ror is yet behind. If this deteſtable 
practice ended only in folly and pride, 
and tumult, nay if it terminated on- 
ly in murder, and remorſe ; if blood 
could expiate the guilt, or the grave 
hide it; or miſery and diſtraction 
atone for it, poſſibly ſomething 
might be ſaid to palliate the horror 
of it! but when, in all appearance, 
the iſſue is yet more dreadful | when 
the poor eee is ſent down quick 

to perdition, with all his e 
upon his head: and in the very act 
perhaps, of the greateſt guilt he is 
capable of committing. Good God! 
who can bear: the horror? for zhis 
ſhall the earth mourn, and the hea- 
vens above be black (ſaith the prophet 
Jeremiab iv. 28.) for this land ſball 
be wif ied 3 FS as a I caſteth 


out 
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ont ber waters, 15 7 foe cafterb out ber 
wickedneſs : : violence and ſpoil is; heard 
in her: before me, continually is grief 
and wounds; Be thou infiruttes, 0 
Jeruſalem, It m y foul depart from 
thee, faith the Tad; Len T make thee. 
de {folate 4 land not inhabited.” Jer. 
vi. 7, 8. For ibis gird .you with. 
ſack-cloth,. lament and houl , that 
the ferce: anger of the Lord may be 
urned back from ou. , iv. % -a 
Let me conchate with that pathe- 

tic exhortation of Iſaiab to the Jews 
in the firſt chapter of his prophecy 
1/aiah, chap. i. 15, 16, waſh ye, make 
you clean, put away he owl of your 
doings, ſaith the Lord, left when you 
ſpread forth your Ankle I We Tale 
eyes from you, yea when you make ma- 
ny prayers Iwill not hear, your hands 
are full of blood. From this guilt, 
and from the vengeance due to it. 
God of his infinite mercy deliver 
this city, and this nation; through 
U 3 the 
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Be not tonformitd to this A but 
be ye transformed, by he” 7 
newing 0) Hour n, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and ac- 


_ Ceprable, and | Per fett will oj 2 


my 


in effect fumred . as in 
now recited. . not conform 
this world, nn 157 26 qe 05 
heathen 
world depreſſed their gods into the 
>. _ loweſt 
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loweſt degree of brutality ; tranſ- 
formed them from the character of 
divine beings into the conditions, 
and qualities of beaſts of all kinds; 
and of conſequence debaſed their 
adorers in the {ame proportion. The 
purpoſe of tlie chriſtian religion is 
the direct contrary : to raiſe, and to 
refine. - To raiſe mortals into the 
nobleſt characters, and conditions o 
immortal -beings : to raiſe them in- 
to the- reſemblance,” of the Gop of 
heaven. 

This is the plain 8 of that 
noble exhortation in my text, be not 
conformed to this world ; but be ge 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and Co and perfect will 
of God. The true way of proving 
what that will of -GoDd. is, after we 
have well ſtudied it, is to be con- 
formed to it. And conſequently, 
to be as far removed from the con- 
dition, and character of this world 
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as * darkneſs to light, and brutal 


corruption to divine purity. And 
there ore to exhort, and as far as. in 


grovelling purſuits and purpoſes of 
this low: earth, to the nobleſt, 


moſt exalted aims, and ends of heas 


LL LES 


venly piety,-.and is the great 
buck or the Lg the g = 

And. as the firſt ſtep to purity, 
is, to quit pollution; the buſineſs of 
this, and ſome following diſcourſes 
ſhall pe aka the evil of 
ices, too p 


revalent in the 


world: which have not only loſt 1 


their deformity in the higher, and 


more faſhionable part of it, but have 


alſo gained, not only much .counte- 


nance, but even ſome degree of cre-. 


dit, and applauſe from them. And 
therefore, call aloud for rebuke, and 
chaſtiſement. I ſhall at preſent men- 
tion but theſe three: ee * 
ing, and luxury. RET 
The 


them lieth to raiſe men from the 
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| | away. And men are ſo fat from be- 
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nothing is 4 be av ol HA ties | 


proceeding to the practice of: this 
vice, with the utmoſt caution and 
coolneſs of judgment. And we arg 
told, that it is in 1 of this 
kind, as in war: he that hath moſt 
preſence of mind, and is leaſt em- 
ee is — malt — 
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Beſides ihe ene e zof 
this viee,--it were worth while to 
conlider alſo, the folly of it. Fur 


what can be more abſurd, than ifor 


any man in his ſenſes, withoutcany 
neceſſity, to put it to the chance o 
a die, parts — his houſe, his mo- 
ney, Or his eſtate, ſhall be his own, 
or another man's? So that nothing 
but a deiperats ſtate of. © can 
dearar 8 
lonable ples - Ck a practice. And 
even in hes caſe, if x 46 Property of 
a third perſon: can any way: 
zarded by the riſk we run; then 
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is great diſhonefty added to great im- 
prudence. And therefore ſuppoſe 
there were no impiety in this-prac- 
tice, yet ſuch is the folly and dan- 
ger of it, that you can ſcarce invent 
a caſe where it ak be pardonable 
even upon the ſcore of ſtupidity : un- 
leſs you could ſuppoſe a fool of 
wealth, ſo immenſely rich, that loſſes 
of that kind eu o not affect the 
main of his fortune, but that ſuppo- 
ſition is impoſſible. Since it is evi- 
dent, that no fortune can be fo large, 
and inexhauſtible, as to be able to 
ſupply an extravagance of this kind. 
There is no fund adequate to game- 
ing: nor can you imagine any con- 
dition of life fo immenſely affluent, 
as may not be exhauſted, by an ex- 
travagance of this kind, in one hour. 
Well, but men may limit them- 
ſelves in this extravagance : and re- 
ſolve never to exceed a certain ſum : 
true, men may eaſily make ſuch re- 


ſolutions ; but the difficulty i is, how 


to 


*. 
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to keep them: when loſſes, and ill 
luck have fretted their ſpirits, and 
inflamed their blood, to ſuch a de- 
gree, that they have loſt the thoughts 
of every thing, but recovery, and 
revenge, and I dare ſay, if it were 
poſſible to make an eſtimate of ſuch 
reſolutions, not one in ten thouſand 
of them hath ever been kept. Nay 
is it not madneſs, to expect, that 
men in ſo raving, and diſtracted a 
condition, as loſing gameſters, are 
often obſerved to be; that will mot 
ſtick to abuſe their beſt friends; Will 
{wear a thouſand vain oaths in a 
breath ; profane, nay blaſpheme 
the ene name of Gop, without 
regret; to expect that creatures in 
that condition, ſhould regard reſo- 
lutions of caution, and prudence; 
is an extravagance of folly, almoſt 
equal to theirs. And indeed, ſuch 
is the diſtraction, and extrava 

of men in that condition; that I 
know nothing more likely to deter 


ws 
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any man f reflection, either from 


entering into ſuch a courſe of life, 
or continuing iti it; tham a calm ob- 
ſervation of that ſeries of diſtractions, 
which if Pam well coy (for I 
thank GD T ſpedk 
nene) tear > * of * 2 ts 

gameſter, in the courſe of a fem 
_ Flie ravings of a fever, and 


— Bae them. Nay in al app 
ance, they are the livelieſt * won 


Id mixture of 
regret ahd-deſpair 
but-the-pliiloſophy of life, were con- 
eerned- in this practice; a> man of 
common prudence would: avoid it, 
as a peſtilence; as the. greateſt bane, 
do the peace, and tranquillity of life. 
But it may be that there 
are men of ſuch cool and calm tem- 
pers, as never to be ruffled, or heat - 
ed, either into any diſtompoſure of 
their temper,. or diſturbance of _ 
under- 


fury, and:anpuiſh, 


the pangs of 2 convulſion, are no- 


of. be torments off helF|- made up of 
A 
ſo that if nothing 


underſtanding on 


therefore, theſe, ao ſeem to — 


+ 


exception, to all the. Ro, of 


prudence "that. lie against SUIS. 

i to this, it cannot I believe 
be denied, that there are ſuch, men 
in the world: but then I believe it 
ung well be denied, that, they 
are men of the worſt characters in it 
They are men, who, have ſtudied a 


the arts of fraud, and villany of « eve- 


7 kind, in perfection. "Black, la- 


nine, deliberate villains, who. lay 
e out by all the wiles of 
flattery, wine, ſeduction, and deceit, 
to draw the unwary into their ſnares: 
and when they once get them there, 
deſtroy them without remorſe. They 
are to "He light unthinking part 2 
the world, what the x 18 590 the 
fly: they wait with cool, deliberate, 
unwearied patience, till they get their 
prey within their nets, and then 
drain out their vitals without re- 
morſe; or to {peak more properly, 


enjoy 
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en their d complaitits. Oe 
ws fp imagin mache 7 55 had chis 
 Feene in view, in his deſcription of 
thoſe hardened miſcreants, whoſe 
ſnares, and nets, are e ſpread for the 
innocent.. He lieth in wait to catch 
or (as I think might better be tran- 
ſlated) ſeige the poor: (that is the 
poor deluded ane that fall into 
his ſnares) he doth ſeize the poor, when 
be draweth him into his net. In his 
fecret places doth he murder the inno- 
cent. Forgetting, that God beboldeth 
all his ungodlineſs and Wrong : and 
will in his own time repay it, with 
dreadful vengeance. And therefore 
well doth St. Paul admoniſh, 1 De. 
iv. 6, That 20 man go beyind, and 
defraud his brother in any matter: 
becauſe that = Lord is the 1 85 | 

of all fuch. 

But ſtill it may be urged, that 
ſome men can play with ſo much 
prudence, and temper, as never to 
© engage for more than trifles ; conſe- 


quently 


306 


quently: to be 
at any' in conſiderable loſs that may 

enge Trus e oubee 
can do ſo, . to ſuch, playing for 
rifles may doubtlefs he as innocent, 


as any other Amuſement whatſoever; 


But how few of theſe are therè in the 
world in compariſon of thoſe, who 
begin with Ae ahd wartzeck with 

loſſes, are carried on by de- 
grees 1:1 to boundleſs extravagance ? 
and even of thoſe; who can loſe with 


temper; bow many are there, to 


whom, | money amd time ſo ſpent can 
become an agreeable reflection? and 


to whom, it gry not have been 


inn die more ſatisfactory upon re- 
flection , to have employed that time, 
to the attainn nt of ſore good pur- 
poſe in life; or that trifle to the 
relief of the poor. Which, however 


inconſiderable to the Joſs: might, 


to them, be of the laſt conſequence? 
and therefore, altho | gaming in a 


perfectly unhconcerned | 
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gov Of Gaming: 
low: and temperate manner, 
poſſibly be tmimbered among ain. 
nocem diverſions of life; yet pro- 
bably at 10 the moſt dangerous, and, 
to tho cye of reafon;.. the alt deſire- 
| able em all. J 440 *g 
Aid if this 4 be liable to 
all thee abjections, and difficulties, | 
under the conduct of the greateſt 
prudence, and calmneſ of | We 
in the beſt. companys: ant in 2 / 
CG e 
poſſibly attend it 3 * 
teſtaple, and abominable 3 


a queton, ae dhe 3 of Com- 
mon gameſters. Men of deſperate 
nes; no ee no princi- 
10 no. conſcience; no ſcience. (ex- 
cept that of defrauding all they deal 
wich, by all the oy arts of. , 
. TIT 


32.5 
AS 7 
. 
1 
= 


men, of any, op 
mix. with In 


* 


i += = to 
be 


— 


ortiiptioh of che 
is 275 ral e e 


* - 5 +4 oO PAS a w# 


t will- de to oj: Kick 
Eel4 5, 1 CUP i . 8 cOr- 


0 * P 


of CAS 


* from uch ſociety, ris 
eaſy to! cor Cusn a mam touch 
pitch, and nat „ \Jefiled: therewith 2 
And therefore, Solamon adviſeth, not 
only; not to enter intu tie path of 
the wicked, but catefully to avoid 
it. doord'crrp pe ub 4 turn 
ron itz , 28D 5 N36: 
4 It . de 0 lat place 
in behalf gamin p; that many men 
have raiſed their fortun fortunes by it. And 
chat linde i it is not ae 


without 7: To this I anſwer, that 
altho!rtliere no expreſs prohibition 


Va Beſides d. 'thel are Id, "the e. fitted for your 
condition of lier for if ſuch without queſtion, are beſt 

ſuited to Yous AS. exerciſe the body, wi) hinder 12555 om 
mir vuid, and enervate, Lan the ': — ti 
the * is for the mind lf, that ſhould 
to be beſt relieved, by a free, an chearful — 
upon thoſe ſubjects of. learning which it hath been em- 
ployed upon for ſome time before ; for the mind "natu- 
rally recoileth and dwellet upon thoſe ſubjects it hath 
been-ſome time engaged in; and is never more agree · 
abl 8 than when it indulg ed in recollecting 
its notions, and e 7 its own reflec 

cows an = ductions with thoſe of a re and ſtudious 
rien INS 


This added when preached in the college, Dublin. 


of 


Off Gaming, 
ol it, in. ſcripture Et, is it pl. 


implied in the, tenth e 


And as to; the other part of the 

jection, it is notorious, that: a 7.555 
ſand, fortunes. are. ruined by it, for 
one that is raiſed. 80 that in this 


reſpect, a particular curſe ſeems to 


attend it. And ſurely it is little leſs 
than madneſs, to propoſe to eſtabliſh 


your fortune, by any method, where 
the odds; are in fact ſo greatly againſt 


you, * Beſides, . that gaming is not 
in the number of . thoſe arts, by 
which Gop Almi ghty hath ordained 
that the. good things of this world 


Told be acquired for cheſe, are 


. 4 ue” a i. , 


* * And for * reaſons. * Beſides, 2 8 
of this practice with the laws of Gp and the land, tis 
a ſeverer reflection upon thoſe that are more conv 
in inquiries into the wiſdom, and goodneſs of the divine 
providence, to allo themſelves 125 practice, which is 
not in its nature ordinable to, nor rightly conſiſtent 
with, the great, and excellent ends, of either of theſe. 
— 1 n his craft 

earnin t o of advantage to you in t $ CTA 

te is 0 wu _—_ you, dead profane ofane 

t em applying to mean, us arts. 
ig Ws a when preached i pe) her, - — 
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the natural effects of honeſty, and 
induſtry, in the improvement, and 
application of our beſt: bilities, both 
oF body and mind. And if Gon 
Almighty had made them ordinarily 
the purchaſe of chance, and vice, 
and idlench;' he had deſtroyed the 
right e order 72 things; and Kabltitu⸗ 
ee h fn in the room of 
the beſt: and conſequently, taken 
away much, from the. wiſdom and 
beauty: of his on eſtabliſhment, 
If chen you would avoid a delibe- 
rate if not a direct violation, of the 
tenth commandment; together with 
infinite diſquiet, and diſtraction ; 
and the ſevere reflections of time, and 
fortune ill To: if you would ſhun 
the ſociety of the vileſt, and moſt 
abandoned part of mankind; and the 
double ruin of foul and body, con- 
ſequent to ſuch a commerce: 
would act conſiſtently with choſe 425 
of Gov and man, that are the * 
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314 Of Luxary in Dreſs. 
It is no wer, if in the wiſer na- 
— e. the e 
the legiſlature, as a matter of great 
importance, to the manners of man- 
kind; to keep che ſeveral orders and 
degrees of men within their own 
iphere, and their own diſtrict; and 
not ſuffer them to incroach, either 
| the character, or condition of 
their. ſuperiors. And this, without 
queſtion, was of excellent uſe, to 
temper the minds of mankind; and 
abate that vanity, which, ſo firong- 
ly exerts itſelf, in the ſpirits of Ak 
men: or if not abate ” at leaſt di- 
rect ĩt, to ſome uſeful, and excellent 
purp tpoſe of life. Thus 

For example, in the common 
wealth of Nome, (in all its ages of 
virtue and diſeipline) a Roman knight 
with the abilities of an angel, was 
confmed to the equeſtrian robe, and 
ring. Nor could the wealth, and 
uf den fenators united in his 
OWN 


hel 


Of Luxury in Dreſs. 3¹5 


him any 


own perſor 5 p 


ſlinction of dreſs, Labeler 6 his own. 


order : ſo that; in this caſęe, 


his vanity of wealch, and power, 
muſt ſubſide; or ale; it mult exert 


irſelf in ſuch acts of virtue, as might 


and this without queſtion was of ex- 
cellent uſe. But when luxury in- 
creaſed with wealth, and oonqueſt; 


and vanity abide: as virtue de- . 


cayed 3 chen did they find out 


arts of varying. And adorning, and 


rendering that dreſs more luxurious, 


and ex penſive; : which, for faſhion, 
and kind, they were under a neceſ- 


ſity of continuing fill the fame, And 


this luxury of dreſs, as well as that 
of food, being found to have very 
ill effocks, upon the morals of . 
citizens; and alſo, to be of very ill 


conſequence to the public; 3 was of- 


ten regulated by ſumptuary laws : 2 
which 11 the expence of e Da — 


* 


raiſe him to a higher ation,” and 
intitle him to nobler- ornaments, and 
badges of more exalted diftin&ion ? 
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ing, to a determined ſum: and ſuch 


as was not to be exceeded, but upon 


| ſevere penalties. And 8 
repreſſed the exorbitant. vanity _ 
mankind: and reduced it in ſome 
meaſure, within thoſe bounds, and 
limitations, proper to each charac- 


ter, and condition in life. And this 
hath often been practiced, more, or 


leſs, by all wiſe nations of the world; 


as the exigency of the times required, 
And I believe it muſt be owned, 
that if this article of luxury ever 


needed a reſtraint in theſe nations, 


it needeth it now, in the higheſt de- 
gree, and with the utmoſt ſeverity. 


It is but too notorious, that the 


pride, and power, of a vain neigh- 
bouring nation, hath. infected the 
whole world around it, with vani- 


ties of various kinds. 'Partjcularly, 


that of light, luxurious, expenſive 


dreſs. Which taking root in a rich 
nation, (like evil weeds in a luxuriant | 


ſoil) hath over- run it in a monſtrous 


manner. Not only to the ee 
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but greatly'to the deltrucion of its 


„There is \riethicgs 8 1 lan 
of a gaudy dreſs, that tendeth not 


only to diſſipate the ſpirits, but even 


to tincture the mind — 8 


vanities, with light, 


and ſpecious appcaraices, Aid of cam: 
ſequence to take off the attention, 


portant attachments, and purſu 


And his naturally. warps/ fr 
the ways of truth, and virtue.” And 


as this induceth an indiſpoſition — 


graver, and more uſeful purſuits; i 
alſo createth a — of crank 
expence: at the ſame: time that it 
rebateth that ſpirit of induſtry, and 
honeſt arts, which ſhould ſupport it. 
And what is the conſequence 3 - when 
this love of vanity hath once taken 
poſſeſſion of the ſoul, it muſt be in- 
dulged, and ſupported at all _— 
An 


of its native modeſty, and reg: 


from more ſerious, ſolid, and Zim- 


And ſo become an 8 to the worſt 
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his ſervant thought, that was an oc 
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Atdras this cannot n tint 
induſtry, and thoſe honeſt arts which 
it hath totally driven away it: muſt 
be done by evil arts, of fore Kind 


3 or other: md often of all kinds. 


he of Gelagi in che veh 


ha fine-Uluſtratiowof e b. 


dated oy the! roo A Gub2 was, 


When Nanman was healed of his 
.. 4 obeying the directions of 
het Eliſns; he returned in 
to acknowledge the obliga- 
— and earneſtly untreated the 
prophet, to accept from him fome 


valuable proofs, and tokens of his 


gratitude. Which the prophet: hav- 
ing abſolutely refuſed; nevertheleſs, 


caſen to _—_ and: GON 5 
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other 8 of: life muff be 


conf ion made di verde and 


Ln 


' the inmoſt recees, and 


5 . it to bo the pr of 


Gon): faw clearly into his. Folly; e- 
cret purpoſes: Sli 


geſted a puniſhment, moſt adinirably 


ted, to all the 0 


any means to be 


e eee. Aer 
» Shimon: 


mm 
7 
4 N * 
11 
* 
N 
ba 
7 »* 
; Y 
1 (4 * 1 
1 
11 
1 


1 1 140 
1 | 

N 1 

{ oy 


= D 


320 07 Luxury in Dreſs, 
diſtemper upon him, which made 
all thoſe vanities uſeleſs at once. Sy- 
riam ornaments would but ilb become 
a leprous carcaſs: and would in 
effect, but make his deformities more 
conſpicuous. And, indulgence of 
, would but more inflame his 
incurable diſeaſe: which muſt go 
don to his poſterity, 5 with 
his ill acquired inheritance. 

Good Gon how many 9 
a Giboata are there in the world, who 
trample under foot every duty they 
owe to Gon: and man, and: derive 
to themſelves worſe 2—3 leproſies, 
in conſequence of their vanities of 
dreſs, and unruly indulgence of ap- 
petite: and convey the taint (but 
moſtly, without the e to 
their poſterity. _ 

The love of pomp, and ** of 
heb; is a falſe, and fantaſtic appe- 
tite. And all ſuch are gratified with 
more difficulty: and — only ſo, 
bark, draw after them many other con- 

genial, 


e A Vin eit! 
fim is to the foul; 
difeaſes ure te tlie 
body: - ulcers, und loathſGtre ebr- 
is,” of every kind. And che 
e aow ed upon Gabani, 
was ut once, 4 moſt lively;eniblem, 
and dreadful chaſtiſement of it: 


aur 
as foul defend like thoſe! out- 
geg . I Orban; to our 
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ib „Than A8 pep of chin non 
| and this city in 


e i a truth equ 
lamentable and notorious. 2: 
This my brethrenzi this : hacks 
ſource of belt pelt, that: infect your 
cities, and infeſt your: highways, 
This is the true cauie, why fo me⁰ 
of your ſons grow up, not as health- 
ful, but as poiſonous plants, Thur 
your Haugbters grow: up, nat as tber 
poliſhed corners of yaur remplec, but 1 
as the polluted — Yr: your cities. 00 15 
This is che true ſpurce of that great f 3, 

decay, that leading into captiviy, and 4 fe 
that completing ir 2 rao ion far 


N one Pp war: Gar 1 1 
2 goſpel were totally re- * x 
verſed to them. Forgetting, or in- "P 
_ — to 3 themſelves mts 


with "oP 


5% 7 8 


fred. bload.' In abe midſt. of thee- they 
2 ce Fat Thou haft greedy 


with vg apparel, with A 


ee, and ſobriety. But on the con- 
trary glaring in the eyes of the world, 
W e Os 1 A 


This z, dhe ue YO why all 
thoſe corru , which the dhe 


Exeliel ſo 2 fo loudly erieth. out againſt 


in eruſalem; * 

19 805 ant, and notorious in this 
city Of whoſe inhabitants (I mean 
too many of them) we may truly ſay, 
as he-doth : in bee have they: ſet light 
by Father, and mother. ; In the midfl 
of hee; Bade they "dealt by oppreſſion. 
Thom haßt deſp ied mine holy e 
and haſh profaned- my ſabbaths: 

ther are men that carry tales ( — we 
may add: all weapons of violence zo 


23 2 a buf aui me faih = 
Lor 
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Lord G. Behold for: 
fmimen my Band on rhydiſÞonefh gal 
and at thy blood; which: bath: Bern 
 #he-midft of thee, > Can area 
endures: or can thine hands be ſtrong, 
n tle days that'Þ ſbali deal\with\ebee; 
I the Lord have ſpoken it, and Fill 
| 4 it. Babalu, I will deliver thitd in- 
70 the hand of chem, uubun thou hatef; 
They Hall Arip rler cut gf e 
and take away thy kl 
bey Hu, deat: bd uber Aal 15 
Aud ſbull zaks' away-ull' thy Yabanr : 
and ſhall leave ubeg mulrd am bare.” 
It appeareth deathyfrom thecourſe | 
df Ezehiel's p NN that the peo- 
ple of Hrael had been bewitched by 
che grandeur, gaiety, and gorgeous 
apparel of the Chiu to imitate 
their luxuries, their vanities, and in 
the end, even their Idolatries, and 
abominations. of every". kind. And 
after G 6'D,\ had; by his Prophets, 
frequently exhorted, admoiuſh 
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und warned chem bonn hole dange+ 
« 12 N. 


rous, 


3 he at length declareth, 
that, he will, — * give them up in 
the molt abject: fervit to the ah 
ſolute dominion of that nation whoſe 
ways they had. fo wantonly learned: 

and whole vanities they had ſo wan- 
tonly, and wickedly 8 
ſelves to z in the fulneſs of their pride 
and wealth. rd ene 
The n yet 
forgotten, and I hope too mempray 


ble to . ſince 


ondly adopt and 00 idiy and de. 
ſtructively imitate,. had laid a deep 
and dangerous ſcheme to oppreſe us 
by a ſudden and ſtrong invaſion: to 
oppreſs us unarmed and unprepared; 
had not Gop of his infinite, and 
unmerited mercy, timely, and moſt 
wonderfully e for our pre- 
ſervation ; by che d I their 
fleet in their own harbours b 
3 deſtruction 


$ 26 of Luxury in Bre 6 
deſtruction of che proud in their own 


deep waters. Whieh;'if they had 


not been ſo destroyed, would in all 


human Nennt ity, „ have uns "over 


our ſoul. LOA! 
Here a queſtion cabeblty4 occurs; 
are we in any degree: amended by thi 
deliverance; by this late deliverance 
added to many former? alas, it is 


but too true, that we are not. That 


T don- 
ed in our abominations: inſomuch, 
that we may cry out againſt this peo- 
ple, as the prophet Iaiab did againſt 
his own'; $4) frnfal nation; à people 
laden with. iniquity ; a ſeed of evil 
aero: children that are Cor ruptors ; 
they have forſaken the Lord, they 
| cab provoked the holy: one of | Wrael 
wnto anger; ably" are e gone e el. 
ward. 

Why golla ye be Pricken any more; 
ye will revolt more and more: the 
whole head i 15 N mo the rogue tears 
7 at , > 


we are rather become more abar 


From 
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| 1 Prom the: fole of the foot euen 3 
the beatty- 2 


aug fares = 1079 St 
90 75057 brethreii, 4 natu Upd. in | 
this; ſtate, hatle rarely any relief, but 

from cauſtics, and inſitions; eam 


5 


corruption have Wiens relic, but 
1 buff and in netten, in 


tlie divine Juſtice, . - even the dis - 
vine mercy, call upon him to inflict: 

and nothing but ſincere repentance, | 
and reformation, can avert the ven- 


My ben kh leproſy: of fincan 


id be cured as Maamans was, by 


wiitkibg >" by waſhing, as Maamam 


did, not once only, but over, and 


over. By w ſeven times: not 
in t che Hood of ee, but in the 
* Y 4 laver 
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If you obey 
as Naaman did bh 

your pollutions inly/ 
away, as his we. T 8. | 


W wm, = = = > 0 


2 with 
a no leſs miraculous power by the 
mercy of God in Chriſt Jefus. #Fafb | 
ye, male ye clean, put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine ge 
ceaſe to do evil, learn to do _ 
Ee me my brethren, 
e — that can 

— þ am can avert the- pr 
had dreadful conforuences abit even 
more dreadful, mikriee, che gere 
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V * voy in the text, is meant 

the — — light of the ger 

ipel; by which, the darkneſs of the 
heathen, world was diſſ perſed, à 

done away; and 2 — thoſe vices 

' and. irregularities which men i 


& iy the dark, when the ſhame 
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neſs and filth of their vile n 


notice, and from 


be 4 ns of, in the ſunſhine of 


a conduct, could 
5 Jonger \ be, concealed ;; could. not 
pollibly © eſcape the eye of their own 
conſcience, and the obſervation and 
reproach © of the Whole world around 
them. Let | us walk homſtly, in 
the original cue decently, and 
gracefully, that is, let us live with 
the utmoſt regard to that beauty and 
man of W which will 
make the conduct of a good 1 

lovely i in the eyes of all that behold 
it, even ſats of the night are aſham- 
ed to expoſe their freaks and cheir 
follies to the eye of day. How much 
more ſhould the children of the light 
fear to fin in the face of the fun. If 
the light of the day be a natural re- 
ſtraint upon intemperance and excels, 
much more ſhould the light of the 
goſpel, 
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W eee 
ſhould. the childtem off the day revert 
the ſun of tighteauſneſs, Flow much 
Eu e. at tlie ſenſe of cha ins. 
puritics; and pallutions, which they 

15 wh / ee 1 of 
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Aae 1 from 06h 7 


leise ant omg. 51 10 165) 
And in order to upon yon 
to-do ſo, the -buſineſs; of this, dif- 
coutſe ſhall: be, to expoſe the guiltz 
| the folly, and deforraity: of luxury. 
intemperance in eating and 
N expreſſed in the text, by 
the e e gane drunkenheſs, 
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| bln ey this luxtl fag; and Tecondly, 
Falls efidenvol to trade out tlie 
evi that ate Mal 28 babarotao> 
And ifi order to find ee e 
Bakure of of this ver, it * 


Vorder to attain that end morè ſures 
ly, and univerſally, he hath Annèxed 
pain and uneaſimeſs to the wand of 
| 8 in order to excite mem eto "their 
own preſeryationz and likeyiſeplacdd 
a good deal of pleaſure im thengrati- 


Reation of that want zichat o we 


might enjoy our being, At the ſame 


From hence it comes to pa 8, that 
Ge men miſtaking the true end of 
food; which is' ppreſerviaion; have 
placed it intirely in pleaſure, and 


Pcſhall fiele thewlyou 
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time that we gg it; and be 
| altured ſ{6:0;d6310>1 boy IIe 22 


bad —_ — ſeldon/in 
3 the demands Na ads 
are ccaſily ſatisfied.” But when 
men eat for pleaſure; chey eat the- 
„ of nature, and at 
drawn into all the evils of :antemi- 
perance. And hence hath pr - 
ed that enilleſs variety of meats, and 
aver -contrived with ſo much la- 
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aid enz it is ordinary with mankind, 
mot endleerror, when once 
fovfake the 
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of luxury "witpcſ-that mad 
and incredible pro 
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5 feaſts continued: for whole 


e days together; ahd eme- 


tics: frequently applied to unload 


the full umadhg und 
new l 


e it for 


of a few hours, in innocent 
tion, or uſeful labour, wand: ork 
ehaſe ſor them, in much 


invention that hath om; „ 


11 


ways of mature and 
in this cafe. And perhaps 


profuſton we meet 
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tain a pleaſure, which the exerciſe 
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greater 
perfection: and ſave all that rack of 
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is pen al mp re that 
cateth to luxury, doth not ue for | 
health; but for diſeaſe. = Ire 
delighteth in in fimplicity, y 1 
oh and variety 00 0 icious foods 
che ſtomach, : "wile" hey 
muſt of dec, be” thrown” 
gde «eo ill di 


of ths ms —. 
wh eſſe: 


oy 


I 


and " 
* 


* „ 
W ee 


copters, and the melts of lamp ay ht. ff 
3 and ce army ſeas, "Alſo that vg 5 


of Æſep the made up of the rareſt fingi | 
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AV to depreſs. and it pi * 
20 mind in à better ho ode 
the body ; for ,whety the. ſto- | 
7 5 2 cs , the 2 are 
ved upon the buſi- 
neſs of digeſtion, that 
left wholly 4 oy dine 0 


LEES r 
al thoſe that have ſet OX a 
ing the lives of ma 1 


erfeck ſtate they: whre capable 
x always hor . 
. in their regulations. And 
ſame reaſon, we are com- 


manded in the — (infinitely 
the 
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hile - that — 2— 
to male ne pv | Jar tbe ft Haſb, 1 
Fa lufts, hene 1 „The natural 
demands ef hunger T are 
ſo that they will not fail to 
call of themſelves for a heceſſary ſup- 
ply of food and ſtand: in no ſort of 
need of an;; artificial incitements or 
provocatives 0 appetite 3 and hen 
theſe are temperately indulged, health 
is preſerved, ane bon desde and 
the gy 1 2 


—— meds over, _— 2 
rits arc: intirely 7 at the devotion 0f 
the mind. n feels no 


and the man of the world Tock no 

diffeult/ in application and atten- 
r 

of fulne ty 

ſtion. The . likewiſe having 
ken in no more food, than or - 

valle 2 2 neceſſities 


N 


* 
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neceſſities of nature called. for I 
lay up no ſupplies either for vices 
diſeaſes; and by this Wen Many 
of thoſe evils are prevented, S whict 
fulneſs naturally leadeth, "and" 'to 
Which ſo unactive and ſedeinta 
condition of life as ſtudents, citizens, 
and many men of various oveuſa- 
tions, are generally engaged 1 in, 
Would otherwiſe render them too "A 


tHoxious 411111 (d 276 5 Ns 


be It bath been finely obſerved of 
intemperate eating, that if it had 


been appointed as u Punifhment, he 
had been reckoned frivre than or- 
dinary tyrant that invehted/it. 3/And 
yet ſurely the evils that ſuch a one 
would bring upon mankind; were 
light, and inconſiderable, in com 
pariſon of thoſe, | which mankind 
bring upon themſclyes, by luxury of 
food : for the pain, of forced fulneſs 
would quickly be over, either from 


nature's refuſing to hear the burden 


= N or fronvartficial reliefs; 


i in e 


Ly * fult eſs; 8 
te you to torment 
ET 55 4 beſt part of your 

NE 
both the body and mind to diſcharge. 
their ſeveral offices with eaſe and 2 
tisfaction, ſo alſo doth it help to re- 
deem a conſiderable portion o our 
time, for that diſcharge. Sleep. is 
the natural relief, of RE 5 and weari· 
neſs. That is, when the animal ſpi- 
rits are exhauſted by the labours of 
the day, men 3 fall into that 
ſtate of reſt, and inen hl ity, which, 

we call fleep; ; that during that ſeaſon, 
he body may have a. ſufficient: re- 
cruit of Piru, for the labours of the 
enſuing day. But when the weight 
of fulneſs, and indigeſtion, are e added 


A £ to 


1 hbours of life ; ard a 
An ae to bed, not only 5 re 
coyer his wafted ſpirits, but to 

rid of an incumbere brain, and a : 
loaded ſtomach; it is evident the 
bufineſs of ſleep i is doubled. And a 
man muſt of neteffity reſt much 
longer, than he otherwiſe thould 
need to do. And this is the only 
natural, and true way of accounting 
for 2 mes Inv 3 5 n e 


ph Gute if of i: 
younger year wits 
abound ; Af a aur, the wal 
1 Aa e 
; habe here obſerved con- 
ry of 9617 T would have 
7% 2 rok, ' 
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I wiſh ſome that hear me, would reflect a little upon 
this truth; and remember, that their neglects of this 
Find, will not only conalude them under the cenſure of 
ſiqth and idleneſs, but alſo. of gluttony, and intempe: 
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Vice wa of UG: and- intempe — 
Therefore * ſhall.” - conſider 


this and of drinking, i 1 remains. 
arp 3 under that | 


+. Ts. at * 
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Is the woll goal: e Wo of Mts vices 1 ] 

can poſſibly fall into: and for this 

plain reaſon, K el that b 
ou are put into the power 0 

e 2 So that nes ms "© & 

this, as of the evil ſpirit in the g fret. 

it is Hot a fingle vice, but it is 4 gion. 
"Th Z 4 And 
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4 are at Te fame time the 
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And hence it» is, that, when, the 


apoſtle exhorteth us, to walk boneſtly 
as. in the, d {ii not in rioting a 


44414 


inflamed, the head diſturb- 
ed, 1 the heart perverted: and 
men become a prey to every tempta- 
tion, and e every folly in life. And 


as this is true 55 pet 5 in every 


period, it is more remarkably ſo in 


youth. For although ſottiſhneſs be 


more ſhameful and indecent in old 


age, it is more dangerous, and per- 


nicious in youth : and for this plain 
reaſon, youth is itſelf a drunkneſs. 
That is, there is a giddineſs and a 
fervour that attend it, apt enou gh 
of themſelves to throw you into too 


many extravagancies: and G05 


knows there is no need of any arti- 


ficial or ,additional, inflammation to 


your 


cup, 
ce; 9 heck the 


1 S Dae 
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your blood, at that period. V0 
are already. from the condition of 
your conſtitution, at that period, too 
much. in the power of your Pa 


to alas them e to. bundle os 2 


1 


Abltinence +. | 
„The bulinck of reaſon, and. celi- 
gion, of education, and diſci line, 
is to calm, and cool the paſſions 
The buſineſs of riot and. drunken- 
neſs, is to inflame, and boil them 
to tenfold extravagance. Hence . 
al that. variety of wild and irrational 
8 „and Pe which at once 


© ae 


. This added when preached « at the 3 x 
I never conſider the condition of youth in this paths 
but it brings into my mind Virgil noble image of Zplus 
in the midſt of ſo many furious winds, tearing and roar- 
unruly about him, whilſt he with all the arts of a 
wiſe and reſolute governor, binds and chains down ſome, 
at the ſame time that he tempers and ſoftens | 
which if he did not (ſaith the poet) they would con- 


found heaven and earth. Died ni r fact maria acerras 


eglumgue profundum. As: TORY — n. 


N 5 
5 depreſs 
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— ae diſhonour our nature, 
mad mirth, ſenſeleſs, and ſottiſn 


fondneſs, cauſelefs quarrels, vain and 
wicked vaunts, open and avowed li- 
centiouſneſs, and an utter defiance 
of Gov and goodneſs. 

Solomon bach ſummed up the train 
& extravagance, and evil adventures, 
ſuch men run thro', in the courſe of 
adrunken revel; with admirable beau- 
ty, and great dad. 1 in the xxiiid 
i chapter of his Proverbs, 29th and 
following verſes, Mo hath woe ® who 
hath orrow ? who hath contentions ? 

who bath wotthds without caufe © who 
ath redneſs of eyes ? they that tarry 


lung at the wine, they that go to ſeek 


mixt wine. It is in the original they 
that ſeek mixture: that is they who 
mingle drinks of ſeveral ſorts, to 
render them, at once, more allure- 
ing, and more intoxicating :. he then 
addeth that excellent advice to his 


ſon. Look not thou upon the wine 


when it is red, when it giveth his co- 
„ SEE. . | ; lour 


aaa dr da ee 


* 
* 


fer 2 27 5 Uo! an 272 
ine 9755 full be be 2 eng women, 

arid thine beart bal, utter Per ve 4 
things. * Yea thou fhalt be as he that 
lieth down in the midft-of the ea, of 
as be that lieth upon the top of a maſt. 
They have fricken me ſhalt Sr Jay, 

and I was not fick; they have beuten 
me, and T felt it not. And then 
followeth 4 greater evil and infatua- 
tion than all the reft. hen ſhall 1 T 
awake, 1 ball ſeek it yet again; not- 
withftandia g all the dangers the for 
ran hi and the Ricks he 

endured, in his riot; yet no fooner 
doth he awake, but he runneth the 
ſame round of folly and extravagance 
over again. The drunkard is en- 

phatically the fool in the Proverbs, 

who returnerh” 70 his 1005 as the dg 
70 His vomit. © He hath no fooner 
pt off; or heaved off one ſurfeit, 


but ke fwallowetk down another. 2) 
Again 
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2 he. beboldeth fange 
and again he uttereth id 2K 3 


until! e 1 in fevers, or Þhrenzies ; 4 


or fall a ſacrifice to a freak, or die by 
the ſword of his deareſt companion; 
murdering perhaps, and murdered 
at once: and goeth down quick to 


perdition; where only he can meet 


with greater monſters, and more 
abandoned reprobates than thoſe he 
left behind him: whoſe converſation 
he is now beſt fitted for, by a long 


courſe of impiety, and profaneneſs ; 


and the worſt. abuſe of the patience | 


and long-ſuffering of Almighty G op. 
The e buſincls of reaſon and reli- 
gion (as I before obſerved) is to im- 


prove and perfect our nature to raiſe 


it to its original excellency ! to fit 


us for the converſation of angels, and 
and arch- angels, and the ſpirits. of 
good men made perfect. But the 


| Panel of riot and intemperance, is 


5 APE us gradually into deſtruction; 
0 d. Kae and to depraye, to * 


* * 
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us into brutes, and to deprave us in- 
to fiends. To fit us for- the 1 8 
. Di 19190 3610 bbs 0:14 

Or pdeus torn to picecs by Backhs- 
nal} id a fine emblem of the ruin'of 
every thing chat is good and amiable 
by riot and exceſs. Every paſſion in- 
flamed by wine, is a mad Bacchanal, 
at mortal enmity with art An Ele. 


nde, and the Harmony of the nnd. 


ornament and accompliſhinent 
Ke” tlie ſoul muſt one day fall before it, 
muſt one day fall by the fate of: * 


pbeus, and periſh piecemeal. And to 
W all, beſides the ill conſe- 


quenoes that drunkenneſs hath in 
common with other evil habits, it 
hath this dreadful effect peculiar to 
itſelf; that a long habit in this. vice, 


may make it at laſt, neceſſary. Nor 


can thoſe who have long indulged it, 
ordinarily live without it. And what 
4 dreadtel reflection is it, to think, 
that we have lived ſo in the b watld, 
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very being 201 2 OT bas? 

I will add one obſervariant er : 
and that is, that it is che vice of all 
others that doth the greateſt: diſho- 
nour to human nature. M We think 
it argument enough other 
vioes that they debaſe us to brutes; 
but this doth more; it us 
ih erben Anden ſwine 
in the mire, is not half 


fo -hatefii, nay not half Re brafly a 


l IG 509 bus das 
It was a pimQics) with: che 5 
tant; to expoſe their ſlaves, drunk, 
to the ſight of the ingehuons youth, 
d deter them from ſor ſhameful a 
vice, by ſo fad an example: and no 
doubt nothing could: Alke che mind 
with — Fu of ſuch a brutal 
practice, like ſuch a ſight: but ſtill 
methinks it was too great an indig- 
nity to be put even upon the Helutæ; 
if upon 


pe to OAT coli wu 
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upon the loweſt and nicancft rank of 
human ſlaves] nay it were, beyond 
all queſtion, an indignity even upon 
a brute of a better ſpecies: and if 
ſo, how: ſcandalous muſt this prac- 
tice be, chow:ſhaineful beycind.alb re 
h, in men in creatures that 
value tbechſelret upon 
tots and the advaniagra of 
or N have not infiſted upon, 
ſome of the common topics againft 
drunkenneſs, and indeed I hope the 
ſtupidity, the infamy; the ; brutality | 
of this vice, added to the inflanima- 
tion and-outrage of cvery paſſion o- 
caſioned hy it, and beuig thrown in- 
to che power of every. other vice, 
when it is in poſſeſſici of you, will 
be abundantly ſufficient to diffiiade 
and deter you from the practice of at. 
I cannot conclude upon this ſuh- 
ject, without admonifhing my hear- 
ers, that of all the various ſorts of 
ſottiſhneſs, that of going early to 75 


| 352 0 kee in 1 
mods 3 The \ prorence 
of chis practice, is drinkin 
an appetite; but the true purpoſe 
bak is drinking to deſtroy it. And 
is doubtleſs one of tlie moſt perni- 
cious that ever obtained 
among 9 Other ſots redeem 
ſome portion of their time to their 
duty, but morning drunkards ſacri- 
fioe the whole. Here intemperance 
ſubdueth by fi 3 and maketh 
ſpeedy | ro om one d 
3 4 e ſucceed nd: 
and every folly and every vice ſuc- 
ceedꝭ to riot. „Till attiſhneſs ſubdue 
itlelf, and ſtupidity En by 
ſleep. Thus, time, health, and for- 
1 are waſted at once; and in- 
duſtry vwealth, and virtue give 2 
wi Moth, and poverty, and thn 
Infinite cut that await them. 
Sive me leave to add one "ſhout 


reflection to what hath bann wud, and 
Cy Coney 1203 
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„ 38 
ne ph 8: , de þ ar, —— 
antierit Srurnalia a 
inſtituted in Ane 1 ie? 85 3 4 red 
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age; Which foutiſhed' as 7 5 deem- 
ed under the eigit of Saturn; wher? 
all Trankind Hied in fro 
_ and plenty! 8 
tions tions of Bond and fr S 
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ati ſexrants/threw off their" Cl -haihs : 2 
and an imag 
feſtivity, and freed 
1 = to 2 the world: Where 
| in the place of hea- 


. 


26s that prey liberty was now 


were now redeer from tlle flavery 
of ſin, and ſatan; and Teft6red to 


GoD. pre Hence, ' they quickly 


came to be 'Giiſidered, pen the 
foot 


8 A a 
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ant and 


came to be un- 


reſtored witli it. 9 Thi: mankind 


the original Wee of the ſon is of 
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foot " their ola — "0 
original equality that in Ghrift. Je- 
ſus there is neither Greek, nor Few, 
Barbarian, or — bond or — * 3 
but a fem Oredture, 3 

enemies, now became — — 35 ” 
of the ſame firſt parents ; ſervants of 
the fame Gon, . — of che ſame 
falvation. In this way of thinking, 
tyrants threw * * 5 
The poor Dee of. ich, Was, 


joy, ipnocent feſtivity, and freedom 


How blefled a - ſcene 
and how noble a picture 


of the * i 5 _— 


. ; all. 


hs was sche Edel of br i 
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the houſe, the board, the arms, and 
the heart open to the ſtranger, the 
friendleſs, the fatherleſs, and the wi- 
dow.: and the poor tenant was wel- 
comed, and levelled with his lord. 
Alas theſe happy times are now va- 
niſhed : the great æra of the chriſtian 
redemption, is now remembered in 
„but the name. That ſpi- 
rit of irreligion- which is gone out 
into the world, together with its vile 
and genuine olfepring, the ſordid ſel- 
fiſh, inſatiable ſpirit w_ avarice and 
private luxury, have either devoured, 
or driven” away, the generous, and 
the God-like ſpirit of public hoſpi- 
attended with innocent and 
ſouial-raieeh.:. Or if there be yet any 
remains of the antient and hoſpitable 
feſtivity, they are for the moſt part, 
ſuch only, as are ſeen in the revels 
of thoſe who as St. Peter expreſſeth 
it, take pleaſure to riot in the day 
time, ſpots they are and blemiſhes in 
wy fault of "or : and bring re- 
Aa 2 * 
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proach and infamy upon this:-facred 
and ſolemn feſtival; Having eyes 
| Jouls,..alluring through theilufts of ubo 
Helo. «Through much, watntonngſs:thojs 
hat were cleam ęſcaped from: them 
ld live in error., While they Pro- 
N iſe baberiy,. they themſelves ' Are he 
Servants vf corruption. Theſe are 
they upon whom the Woes and ven- 
Seance of. Go D Are Juſtly, and pe- 
cyliarly. denounced in the ſacred 
Mitings., oe und them: that call 
cu good and good iewil (ſaith the pro- 
phet) 2998-40170 then, that are mighty 
10 drink: flreng drink; that riſe up 
early in the morning, that: they may 
Fellow ſurang drink, that continue un- 
rhe harp and the viol, and the tabret, 
and the pipes. and wine are in their 
feaſts 5. but-they. regard not the work 
of. the Lord, neither. confider the ope- 
rations of his bande. Therefore bell 
arb inlarged. itſelf, and opened ben 


unn j mouth 
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mouth without meaſure, and their glos 
xy and their multitude and their pomp. 
and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend in- 
ta it. Rejoice-O young man in thy 
nouth;' and wall in the way of tb 
heart, and in the fight of thine eyes, 
but know that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee into judgment, for 
time miſpent, and for talents miſap- 
plied ; for health impaired, and life 
cut ſhort; for the ends of infinite 
wiſdom defeated, and inverted : for 
the beſt bleſſings of life converted 
into a curſe; either cruelly with-held, 
from all the duties and delights of 
charity, or more cruelly waſted in 
licentiouſneſs, for the propagation of 
evil principles, and the infection of 
evil example ; in one word, for the 
beſt gifts of Gop, either diverted 
from their true ends, or abuſed to 
the worſt. Por all theſe things God 
will bring thee into judgment. His 
juſt vengeance will await thee in this 
world, and purſue thee into the 
5 next: 
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next: where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. From this 
dreadful doom, and unutterable woe, 
Gov of his infinite mercy deliver us 
all thro the merits and a of 
198 Chriſt, 
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The true Nature and great Impor- 


tance of the Chriſtian Virtue of 


_ Contentmeiit. 


c 


Philip. iv. Patt of 11th Verſe. 
For I have learned in whatſoever 
| fate I am therewith zo be content. 


V brethren. this is a leſſon 


indeed is of the laft importance to 
be learned, and practiſed, in perfec- 


tion. Foraſmuch as nothing leſs, 
than the happineſs of your whole 
lives depends upoti it. And that you 
may learn it with more caſe, and 


attention ; I ſhall endeavour in the 


firſt place, to explain the true na- 


A a 4 ture, 


well worth learning. And 
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ture, and character of contentment. 
And when I have done ſo, I ſhall 
lay before you, as well as I. can, the 
beſt, and wiſeſt motives to it. To- 
gether, with the infinite advantages, 
that attend. it. To begin then: 
Contentment i is that chriſtian vir- 
tue, which dif ſeth the mind of 
man to MT a and be fatis ed 
with his preſent - condition of life, 

vwyhatever it be; and to make the 
beſt of it: and it is the virtue, which, 
of all others, is by much the mol 
neceſſary to our well-being: in this 
world. All other virtues have in- 
deed a tendency. to make us good 
but content is in a peculiar manner 
calculated to make us happy Nit is a 
virtue deſigned by Gon, to ſupply 
the deficiency and im perfection of 
things here below; and their inabi- 
lity to conſtitute our happineſs. For 
fince it hath pleaſed the Almighty, 
ſo to order 158 affairs of this world, 
that nothing here is able to afford us 
=" Hold 
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ſolid and plenary ſatisfaction; he, 
of his great wiſdom, hath fo ordained, 
that one virtue ſhould fill up the 
place of all the enjoyments that are 
wanting to us, that man ſhould, as it 
were, be ſufficient to his own felici- 
2 At leaſt, that he ſhould be in- 
ependent of the things without him 


to conſtitute it. oo this exactly. 
anſwers to the expreſſion here uſed 
by St, P aul; 5 eſbor er dis 7 ablagans 


eva; I have learnt in whatſoever ſtate 
I am to be ſufficient to myſelf. The 
word which we render content, fig-. 
nifying in the original ſelf-ſufficient. 
As 11 5 apoſtle had told us, that 
he had learnt to take off his depen- 


dence from the things without him; 


and place his hap — wholly in 


the temper and conduct of his on 


mind. 
ut then this muſt by no means 
be ſo underſtood, as if Gop were 


excluded. For When the apoſtle 


ſpeaks 5 


362 Of Contentment: 
| ſpeaks of our being ſufficient to our 
on happineſs, the expreſſion muſt 
always be underſtood in the ſame 
ſenſe in which he uſeth it in the 


2d epiſt. Cor. ind chapt. 5th ver. not 


that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to 


do any thing, as of ourſelves but our 


ſufficiency is of God. And fo like- 
wiſe when we ſuppoſe happineſs to 
conſiſt in the ternper and conduct of 
our own. minds, we muſt mean ſuch 


minds as the apoſtlewas bleſſed with: 


ſuch minds as are embued with the 
precepts, and ſupported by the pro- 


ſpects of religion. Such minds, as 


have taken off their dependence from 
the things without them (which are 
uncertain, and unſatisfying) and 
placed it wholly, upon God, the 
fountain of all happineſs ! in whom 


there is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of 


change, And with whom there is 
fulneſs of joy, = 

For the conſiderations of true re- 
ligion are eſſential, are abſolutely 


neceſſary 


DiE. ene gos 28 MSRP 3 8. 
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to contentment. And that 
chey are ſo, is evident. 
Firſt, From the imperfect condi- 
tion of this virtue in the heathen 
world. © 
And ſecondly, Becauſe the beſt 
and moſt nts for con- 
tent are taken from the p rovidence, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs Bos; and 
from the rewards of a future life. 2 
As to the i condition of 
this virtue in the heathen world; it is 
evident, that they, being almoſt 
wholly ignorant of the providence o 
— he fel 
tue; could have no aſſurance of the 
good things of this liſe: and conſe- 
quently, no peace in the enjoyment 
of them. Nor could they have any 
ſupport in calamity, but the neceſſ1- 
ty of bearing it: fince it proceeded, 
(upon their principles) either from 
an unavoidable chance, or an over- 
ruling fate, that could not be re- 
ſiſted: and this was fo far from be- 


ing 
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ing a relief to their afflictions, that 
it was rather an aggravation of them. 
For what can poſſibly: heighten any 
misfortune more; than our being 
under an unavoidable neceſſity of 
bearing it; without any ſure proſpect 
of relief mader it, or reward after it? 
Indeed ſome of the wiſer heathen 
ſaw the neceſſity of flying to the 
providence of Gop in this exigence. 


- 


From hence it was, that, comparing 
this world to a theatre, they likened 
the race of men in it, to actors upon 
a ſtage: that had their ſeveral parts 
aſſig — them by the maſter of the 


=. And arr hi as to the va- 


riety of conditions in this life, they 
ſaid it ſignified nothing, Whether a 
man acted a beggar, or a prince. 
All that he ſhould be concerned for, 
was, whether he rightly performed 
the part that was aſſigned him. 


Others again argued, that no evil. 
could poſſibly befal a good man.. 


Aud i i a — man \ fruggling with: 


adverſe 
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adverſe fortune, was a conflift wor. 
thy the gods to behold: and. theſe 


indeed were pompous and fine ſpe⸗ 


culations: and contained a great 
deal of truth in them. But _ 
what ſolid ſupport in-affliftion ; 

what ſure reward of a painful e 


ſuit of virtue ? this was a diſcovery; 


reſerved for a greater than either 
Epicketus, or Seneca; or Socrates. 
Namely for him who brought life 
and immortality to light by the goſpel, 

And therefore in diſcourſing upon 


the words of my text, as I ſhall en- 


deavour to lay before you the ſeve- 
ral arguments and encouragements 
to this virtue of contentment; from 
reaſon;: and the esd ment of 
things here below; ſo I ſhall prin- 
cipally inſiſt upon thoſe, that are 


drawn from the ae of the an 


1 religion. 


Firſt then, e ; our bleſſed 82 


viour hath aſſured us of the provi- 


dence of Gop 1 watching 


Over 
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over all his works; directing and 
diſpoſing — — of all 
things both in heaven and earth; in 
chowifeſtway; and to the beſt pur- 
poſes ; and this in ſo exact and par- 
ticular a manner, that the very hairs 
of aur bead are Ks rs (as he 
expreſaly affureth us) and that nat fo 


without the divine permiſſion ; (7. 6) 
that the leaſt, and moſt — 
able events, are not . unheee by 
op. From hence may 2 
the moſt powerful argument in * 
world for contentment, and 


eſcence. For ſince all things 4 


can poſſibly befal us in this world, 
are by the divine permiſſion and ap- 
pointment ; ſince the great ruler of 
the world is all wiſe, — and 
direct what is moſt proper, and con- 
venient for us; and of infinite power, 


as well as goodneſs, to determine and 


to execute according to that know- 
5 . from hence it neceſſarily fol- 
loweth, 


much as a ſparrow falls to the ground 
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loweth, that all the events that happen 


o us, otherwiſe. than by our own 
fault 3 are the very beſt 7 eauld 
happen ; ſince they are all the eſſecta 
of infinite. power" and unerring 


wiſdom, And one would think, that 


this ne conſideration. ſhould be in 


the place of ten thouſand arguments | 


for contentment 2 and indeed it 


would be ſo, if the corruption and 


vanity of mankind, Fn nr 
_ neceſſary to us, to ſhew, not only in 


the general, but alſo in the ſeveral 


cular inſtanees of. Go D's provi- 
dence, _ he i is wiſer, and better 


than we; and provideth better for us, 


than we — poſſibly do for our- 
ſelves. And therefore it will be ne- 
ceſſary to deſcend to particular in- 
ſtances; to evince the folly and ini- 

quity of repining, and diſcontent, in 
all contlitie 


life. 
ok oaks to: re this, give me 
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neral cauſes of diſcontent in the world, 
are not real, but comparative. That 
is, men, generally ſpeaking, are not 
ſo much uneaſy, becauſe their con- 
dition is really bad; as becauſe their 
neighbour's condition is better than 
theirs: and ſince their neighbour, as 
they think, hath not more, perhaps 
not ſo pres merit; they think it 


hard that he ſhould: be better dealt 


by. And therefore they are diſcon- 


tented, and repine at the . 
diſtributions of providence. n 211 
Now. in anſwer to this conplaine; 


give-me leave to obſerve,” firſt, that 
an inequality of conditions is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the government 
and preſervation of the world. For 
if no man were richer, or more 
powerful than another; who ſhould 
rule, or who would obey? who would 
ſerve; or who could command? and 


bay Wk would be the unavoidable con- 


ſequence of fuch a ſtate; but anar- 


<_ and ruin? and therefore tho” 


the 


22860 S 


< 


883 88 


8 


ia a 8 n —— 
ſhould be deine -iſtinction- in their 
conditions. So that if I am not wiſer 
than he cba governs the world, and 
of more importance than the order 

and well being of it; the inequality 
of my condition to my neighbours, 
will be no juſt cauſe of complaining 


and; diſcontent. toi nie.. 12d 


Tx, = 1 


But perhaps ou have: more merit 
than; he. „„ 1 3-113 oft 
Who is beſt, 4 0 af thatiiGoo 
or vou? and there is at leaſt this 
1 IT you, that by the 
appointment of "SINE: provi- 
dence, the, merits of men; ate ge- 
nerally ſpeaking) ark — 
to their ſeveral conditions, and ſta- 
tions of life, though there may be, 
and are (for very wiſe reaſons) aro 
cular inſtances to the contrary, . 


30 I N 


* 


L fuppaſe! you really have more 
yet ſtill may it not reaſonably 
be me whence you had it? was 


&:.OVer 
þ env in one —— there- 
— he Rath dealt hard by you, that 
he did not give you the advantage 
over him in all reſpects:. This fure- 
ly is ſtrange reaſoning |! oupht you 
not rather to be infinitely gratefulto 


Go, for the advantages he hathbe- 


ſtowed; and humbly ſubmit it to 


his wiſdom, and goedneſs, why! he 


beſtowed no more upon you. Pro- 
bably, nay moſt certainly; he did this 
in mercy to you, your on vices, or 
the vices of others would have undone 
in a better ſtation. Vo had 
loaip b de fallen a ſacrifice to Your 
own vanity, or the envy and avarice 
of others, an higher condition would 
perhaps have turned your brain, you 
had grown giddy with your height, 
pride, and ambition would : have 
dazled your u and: blinded your 


18 8 . reafon, 
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4 


un ily and dez 
vomdy"ts'Go Butllat he would! not | 
lead peu inte temptation, and yet | 
00 Tepinethiat ie hath het given . 
iP power grid Honour and wealth | 


which'a re 8 and Moſt gane b 
gerdus tem hs in the World. | 
ain 00 rok to vöniſider 8 
unequal fever our enditiöfis 
Gi this life yet "the: 1 K 80 
We at MeV ft aft 15 unc g 
thought mei ale net equi 
Wild, f or Heriourable; etecke an 
pretty near _ equally. happy; And } 
for Pro 8 ” of this, let me alk” every 1 N 
mam that hears me; what man in the et 
World i it that he could wiſh to LY 
change conditions with in all re- a! 
ſpects? chere 18 no one of us but 4 
would Slafly® with for one man 'S 1 


health or Wit br Humour; the learn- 
ing of anotlier; the wealth or virtue 
of à third, and ſo on; but where 
is that 1 man you would change with 
An B b 2 | in 


e 
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in all de Pr bagkl * the great- 
eſt prince in the world and g down 


to the loweſt of your; acquaintance, 


Examine your own hearts carefully, 
and you will find that there is ſcarce 
one man upon earth chat you would 
chang e conditions with in every par- 


4 m and. if. there 0 not, then 
| gonſider that the >ENATry. - conſe- 
quence from this muſt. de. That 


every man diving is the happieſt A 
in the world. And conſequently.tha hat 
no man hath, or can have. ne 
fon to repine or be diſc 
his condition. Ist 1 WET 1 435 
Why then, may it reaſonably be be 
aſked, why are we ever uneaſy, and 
think ourſelves in'a te condition 
than our neighbours? ? 
Why ? becauſe we are e ſools: and 
take wrong eſtimates of things. We 
ſhould remember that there is no 
ſtate of life but what bath advan- 
tages, and diſadvantages, peculiar to 
elf. Our folly 1 is, that when we 
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for a are., wy our r condition; 


3 thing in out own ſtate 
of Ale, but the diſadvantages that 


attend it; PD us. uneaſineſs, 
and make us 71 


ous to quit it: 
and in our 's condition, 


othing but the advan- 
tages. it hath over ours ; which make 
us deſirous to exchange our on for 
it. Whereas if we righthy conſider- 
ed the diſadvantages and inconve- 
niencies of that ſtate we wiſhed for, 
as well as of that which we are in; 
we ſhould in all peobalulity, bs down. 
PUCK: and contented. - THROG! LOAB 


« 3 


All conditions of ** n ome- 
thing in them very like thoſe in- 


ventions in perſpective: where you 


ſee many broken figures diſpaſed in 


_ 


ſuch a manner, that look at them 


from one point, you ſee a ng in 
his robes; look at them from ano- 
ther, you ſee a beggar in hi rag 1 
it is juſt ſo in life. Every . 
hath ſome point of view, from which: 
24101 1 B b 3 t it 


5 1 1 


firable: change but your ſituation, 
and it is the very veverſe of all this, 
painful,. and frightful, and . 

ding. Thus for example, Aen. 


They chat are oppreſied wil the 


aa] of marriage, are very apt to 
envy: tlie free, and as they think it, 


undiſquieted condition of ſuch as live 


angle. On the other hand, they that 


live: fangle, are very apt to envy⸗ 
advantages they ſee chers en 3 5 
marriage ſtate. The plen 7 
from two fortunes dl 
and power from - invreafed 3 
The pleaſure df:coffepring;> And 
above all, the felicity of enjoying the 
ſociety of the perſon, perhaps in 
the whoſe WOOL moſt n to 
then 78. 00 1S01, 8 1194; 
Now: capping al theſe: en 
tapes awaited wedlock in the com- 
mom courſe of things; as it is certain 
they do not: yet a thinking man 
yy: ber apt ſometimes, to imagine 


ſome 


d 


\ 4 1 by; i > ooh tbo of. 2.2 a 4 sss Saane 


A > 


of OMIM. "fs 
Se difadva ntages in chat fiate, mote 


than ſufficient” to 


tele, what it is to be perpetually 


tied to the Humour, r, or ſubject to the 


will: of another perſon ; in the pre- 
ſertt fallen condition of ank ind At 
the ſame time, that a reaſonable free- 


dom is the ſureſt foundation of hap- 


pineſs in this world. When he re- 
flects, what it is, to have the cares 
of life greatly increaſed? upon him. 
To be diſtracted, perhaps Wit with juſt, 


or even groundleſs jealouly be given 
bs to inceſſant vexation, for want of 


ue: or endleſs anxiety for them. To 


be under perpetual alarms, for their 
life, their health, their vices, their 


virtues, their ſucceſs or diſappoint- 
ment in their ſeveral purſuits. Their 
miſcarriages, ene and felicities 
of every kid. 

Take marriage then in che naht 


of being ſupplied with ſome advan- 
tages not to be attained in a ſingle 


23 B b 4 ſtate; 


kings ; aboveltiefitionet?:” en k 


A TAE w e it 1s — deſirable. 
Take it in the light of all the anxie 
ties that ordinarily attend it; and 
there it may be but too forbidding, 
And yet; GEES all theſe inconvenien- 
cies, every man in his ſenſes muſt 
find it infinitely preferable, to any 
degrey: of. indulgence in, unlauf ul 
purfuits. Re 
Again, — 32 by the 
| erg of their 3 that earn a meat 
livelihood by hard labour, that ke 
hard, and are coarſly clad; are very 
apt to repine and envy their rich 
75 ghbours, who are e in pur- 
ple, and fare ſumptuouſly. every 4. 
2 why ? becauſe the 
nothing but the ſunny. * 1 4 
meals condition. ä if che 
circumſtances of both were ſtrictly 
ſcanned; the poor would perhaps 
be Tone, upon the compariſon, | 
much the happier of the two. He 
hath not indeed ſuch variety of coſt- 
10 18 no, nor in 6 e of 
that, 
2 


utments, 3 77 
ciety ef Miſesſes: bt 
— fen that which alone can 
giye the beſt- food in the weld all its 
reliſh ; ; a good appetite; and a good 
dig nee 6d theſe perhaps the 
other Wants. He hath not ſo much 
leiſi e, or in W words, ſo ma 
idle Na that hang heavy upon 

But then he hath probably 
more e health — wb. Which 
is infinitely a greater bleſſing. His 
bed is not perhaps ſo * ck then 
Hig. ſleep. is much ſweeter, and 
founder. He hath not ſo much wealth; 
but then he enjoyeth what he hath, 
and covetou Pa of — make it al; 
leſs to him. He hath not ſo much 
power, no, nor the attendant of: it, 
ambition: that makes all the power 
he hath inſigni ificant to any other 
purpoſe than ode attainment of mare, 

In a word, Almighty Gop, hath 

in the eſtabliſhed order and appoint» 

4 — * of his providence, made a N- 

es abundant. proviſion, | for be 
w 
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and eaſy to be attained, by all Jon 


chefs are they which colitis: our 
greateſt natural happineſs. But pride, 
and vanity have invented,” at leaſt 
have pretended. to invent; "Aelights, 
that are out of nature. Enjoyments 
that are fantaſtic, / perplexed, un- 


certain, and never to de Mah ed. 


And ſuch are all the 2 
bition, nt Serie. TWO. reſt 


Ounc abe 
Foes hath + and run a- agidey _ 
an hath no * a | 
are 7e infinitely hank) is ao 
from the eagerneſs, and ſenſibility, 
with which, men return to them, 
at the laſt. For after they have 
wearied themſelves with a wild pur- 
12 71 of falſe, and ä 2 
they 
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ders, and degrees of men. And 
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becauſe they were cheap, 755 i 
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For prouf al thier belides: 
amples of ſome few great ſpirits, that 
had courage enough to reſign great 
empires, and renounce the falſe plea- 
_ of power, and ambition; I fay, 
eſicdes the proof of theſe. exam 85 
— it be remembered, that it hath 
ever been the practice of the greateſt 
in the world, when they 
would enjoy themſelves, to purpoſe; 
to lay aſide all the circumſtances, 
and badges of their ſtate: e 
pomp, and pageantty': all their am 
bition, and power, and pre- emi- 
nence: and reduce; themſelves, 206 
much as poſſible, to condition 
of private men; ſo cb de 
for the enjoyment of thoſe Kae. 
tions, that are alone nati 


— * * 
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true. * the rms — 
atisfactions, has oftentimes bite * 

very end of all the ambitious aims, 
and purſuits, of ſome of the'greateſt 
men in the world. Witneſs: Pyrrhus's 
confeſſion to his friend Gineas, ſo 
well known from Plutarch. 

But here it may be ates chat 
—_ h content be not the natural 
effect of ambition, and power, yet 
is it the natural effect of plenty and 
abundance, in a private fortune. 
And therefore, although a poor man 
may have no reaſon to envy his 
prince, yet he may have Trafon. to 
envy his wealthy neighbour, -- 


Eater ite this! ae: cho 8 


it may juſtly be affirmed, that con- 
tentment is not the effect either of 
plenty or poverty; but of reaſon, 


and religion, in every condition; 
yet I ſhall beg leave to take a more 


exact view of both theſe ſtates: po- 


verty, and 


th. e de 


1 


Fut 


a 1 * each. 5 


„ „ec . e et 
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forbids the enjoyment 


of acquiring 


And .WAC it 18. acquir- 
langer, and fear of loſing i 


are often known to rob the owner 


11 7 * N 
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in the world offends it :, at the 
time that; perhaps no one thing 

be * of, that is able to — 
2 And I would al. EO co 
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gratifled With difficult N and 
yet 158 ig more plain, thart that 
25 os Fr 0 Ca pable of "any 
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| ene hit We new place, or Pre. 
err ent; or purchaſe, v 


ee a $ 1 1 *. 


ell ao. EEE. Gee w-w̃ ĩ DZ Ä... ---; ũ ̃᷑œnAUPö ones oo — . . ⅛ woeck 8 


they 


* 
our © 


dds kind Dodd a—_w An: ou cw foo 
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wanted. No it in plain; there can 
be no real, or! ove Seeed in 


chars rale 25 aland = 


wee e read ras And theſe 


pov 
are 10 5 fer Gans — aj he | 
ceſſion of happineſs to us; updn eit 


reventing, 
— Tones e pg 
nature, and not — ſo, but like: 
wiſe by introducing falſe appetites, 
and fantaſtic | purſuits, that are nöt 
to be ſatisfied. Pis plain then, ke 
rich man is hot capable of any acceſ. 
ſion of new, and real hap ppineſs; from 
his abundance: except in the ſingle 
1 inſtance, 


Ne cell af, being rableto Fl more 
good in 3 but then the ſe- 
licity ariſing; from ſuch power, de- 
pends intirely upon the virtue, and 
wiſdom of ane owner. For as Co- 
crates: finely. obſerveth, the wealth of 
a fool is like the weapons of a cow- 
ae 30 Which he carrieth againſt him- 
ſelf. The ſame wealth which is the 
natural means of preſervation in the 
hands, of wiſdom; may as ſily be- 
Sohn the inſtrument Geltruction 
in the hands of weakneſs Men 
dag employed, is indeed 
foundation, and ＋ fly 
but as chat is. the caſe; 
it 48 much to d ee (c nhder! 8 
the folly, and iniquity of the world; 
that riches are for the moſt pa 1. ra- 
ther a curſe, than a bleſſing. 
Now the condition of 3 
plainly the reverſe of all this. 7 
every thing is able to add, to the 
poor man's happineſs. A kind word, 
a EE: ms: da 11 na 1. £ gift, à little 


e. leaf 4 good bebe his 


. gt * to be? ſupplied 
with all theo great; | and weer 
demands of nature. Foreit is one 
poor man in ten thouſand, that wants 7 
(Exce is made 


vices.) Whadb is it bur to. be free. 
from the great incitementz to luxur 
and intemperance; to pride, an. 
avariee; and 8 — * re 
theogreat'pl of life 8. 5 
—_ — the plaineſt, and 
ſimpleſt fare; that is, Apen ute ber 
fare in the world, for the plaineſt. and 
ſimpleſt fare is always the beſt! What. 
is it, bur W ese td work, and 
rious: that is, to be health 
and vi obus? 1 n book od. 
this may be adde N that J 
the greater any Cit s fortune is, tb 
mote he hath to provide, and to ac 
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count, fer. The more care; and 
teil, and trouble, and \diſappoint- 
ment attend him. What then is 
poverty; but to be ohligetl to Aale 
care and to -be.accountable for a few 
thuittgs, and to be obnoxious to leſs 
trouble, and diſquiet, and lap: 
pon tdb n t f. REEF w 


Upon the whole, what is) i it to be 


ticbel-flbnes tes pads bad . 
and ambition l to he ſubject to a 
thouſaidnitemptations and to ten 


thovland eee Rods We — 


ale bene. pain | guen f ito 
be freed from man y diſtempers;: both 
ol foul, bnd boy. From thera 
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e and Te od 
ever ſome men 


1d,” and 1 ignoratit 


enough, haſten to be Hel; 1 And ar- 
rive accidentally, br "indircetly. at 


FY 


oubt, that honeſty, and diligence, 
added to goo ood abilities; : Are the fur, ft 
means to become wealthy: And 
W 'riches are on this Hay 
he Iran : 


And to be Eipable of 


t abundance ; yet is it beyond all 


ac Ake urged. 
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it is a pur upon all our faculties, to 
_ exert themſelves with vigour, in eve- 
ry: uſeful | purſuit ; ; without which, 
our induſtry would ſtagnate; an 
Wir" beſt abilities be of little uſe. 
But : riches : are yet more deſirable, 
as they enable us to do much, more 
fog - the world. A For in this re- 
they have ſomething great, 
a. god- L e in them. And ſuch as 
renders them greatly deſirable, to a 
charitable, and beneficent mind. But 
alas, how few are they that are wiſe, 
or virtuous; enough; either to wiſh 
for them upon this account; or to 
employ them to this purpoſe ?. ?, and 
do not rather graſp after them to in- 


dulge that pride, and vanity of our 


to the purſuit of power, and pre- 


our appetites, and pafſſions, in all 


IE, ? — 
ir Fa wen it 
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nature; 35 which ſo ſtrongly urge us, 
Einenee ;, and to the Na 
eir demands? and yet on the other 


8 3 ä hand, 
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| hand, it is not to be denied that 
chere are many res t, ane 5 r 
advantages, peculiar to poverty. 
is alſo evident, that there an be no- 
thing very bad in it; ſinee it is "that" 2 
ſtate, which hath ever been borne | 
with the greateſt chearfulneſs and 
contentment. Since it is that ſtate, 
which very many of the wiſeſt men 
in the whole world, have voluntarily 
embraced. Since it is that ſtate, which - 
is allotted by - divine wiſdom to 
much the greater part of mankind in 
on world, z ome of thoſe, the 
ry beſt in the world; fince it is 
18 ſtate, which Gop himſelf in 
many places of the ſcriptures, de- 
clareth a peculiar regard for, which 
the ſon of « God hath pronounced a 
bleſſing upon; and which he him- 
ſelf honoured with his choice. 
And after all this, can any man 
in his ſenſes account this a bad 
ſtate: or be reaſonably diſoontented 
with it. 
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| 392 of Contentment, 


being of i it; from the great bleflings, 


and advantages, p to eve 
Nate of life. And 2 3 
conſideration, tl that the evils we com- 
plain of, are, for the moſt art) K- 
; ther comparative, than real. 
proceed now, to conſider the 
ſeveral arguments for contentment, 
under Ne 

fuch are, ſickneſs, croſſes, diſap- 
pointments; loſs of reputation, de- 
famation, and death of. friends. 
No in order to ſupport us under 


cheſe, and the like misfortunes; let 


us remember, firſt, that this world, 
was never defigned by Gop, for a 
place of perfect happineſs; that wp 
have here no, abiding. city: that 

is. the howling wilderneſs, through 
which, we are obliged to paſs," in 
our way to the land of =_— 
That we are rangers, and fajour- 
ners here op. earth; and therefore, 
are to make no great account of our 
condition here, which! is ſhort, and 
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evils that are real; and 
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, paſs thee. theſs things that are rempe- 


ral, that We finally to bo 555 mor the things 
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gi This was never intended by Gopy * 


to, be a region of reſt, fince the fall: 
and therefore it is, has: he hath 
blended: diſquiet, and diſappoint⸗ 
ment, with all ſtates, and conditions 
of life; that we ſhould not be tempt- 


ed, by a courſe of too much tran- 


quillity, to fix our hopes and our 
happineſs here. Our very bodies are 


ſo formed, that an allay. of. miſery, 


is perhaps neceſſary to our very be- 
ing in this world. Pure a un- 


mixed happineſs, is too refined for 


our faculties, © organs. Is too 


exalted for mortality | and an un 
terrupted continuance. of it, would 


be as fatal to us, as pain. And 


therefore it is, that all our enjoy- 


ments here, are mixed and imper- 


. Perfect; Joy, and felicity, be- 


ing, 


48 
i * 


Ke -nobleſt; che en ranicens 
dent prerogative, of « h of gloty. 

Again wWe Lohr to conſider, that 
this life is a ſtate of probation ;- that 
God Almighty proves us with af⸗ 
fiQjons here, As he may reward us 
with immortality hereafter. - And 
we know, y it 5s the doctrine of rea- 
fon, - as well as religion, that the 
more virtues we have ge upot 
be intitled to in i Nane 'S | Wher ba 
then Wire” are ſeveral virtues, which 
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a patience, reſignati 
tentment; therefore 1* is, "that 6 05, 
of his great rg 2 6 ofter 5 
verſeth a good 


thiows Mist doit lem the beige f 


happineſs, and affluence | hv he 
may prove? him by afflickion, "ar 


want. And after the example ef 
the great captain of his ſalvation; 


P 1 Pg 
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Again, 
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er YM mam coca: 


afMicion, we ought el emember, 

that Gop abways chaſtiſeth his os 
tures out of che greateſt love and 
good-will to them. To check _ 
our nn courſe: or to 


our r happineſs upon Gop, their on- 
Y true center and fource. Upon 


G o Our only. | ſure relief, an d | re- 
fuge | who alone can ſupply all o 
1 remove all our Alken and 
. 
prepared with theſe conſiderations ; 
the knowledge of your on condi- 
tion, and the nfinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs of Almighty Go D; * you 
will * ſure fund of "oo 


Ale 


f F bi 


conſolation, under all the afflictions 
and calamities of lifſf e. 
For example, are you grieved with 
folmeſe? conſider, this evil is brought 
upon you, either. in prevention of 
ſome greater evil, or in puniſhment 
of guilt: and either way, is a ſignal 
mercy from Go p. "Of. ahi be fully 
afar; that Gon: delighteth n not in 
the calamity - of his creatures; and 
therefore all his chaſtiſements muſt 
be the effects of infinite S N 
and unerring wiſdom. Reflect, if your 
ſickneſs the violent, it cannot laſt 
long: but muſt quickly end, either 
in Health, or 5 00 "ads death, 
to a god man, is nothing but 2 
tranſlation from a wicked, and vexa- 
tious world, into the regions of im- 
mortality, and bliſs ! and therefore, 
if you have lived well, you have no 
reaſon to repine, at ſhort and tran- 
ſient pains, that muſt ſoon end, in 
everlaſting and inconceivable happi- 
neſs, | Dar i your ſickneſs bei not 
 ivlenty | 
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violent then cant, not TR 3 | 
grievous... And you . ſhould then 
conſider, it, as a gentle, and gracious 
method, made uſe of by 

God, to.wean, you from this world, 
and its vanities : "ro undo thoſe ſtrong 
attachments, and untie thoſe cord 
of. a man, that bind you to the earth; 
to make you by degrees, weary o 
this world, and its allurements. An 
in conſequence of that, to raiſe your 
tho ughts, and wiſhes to a better 
| — 1 where only, there is fulneſs 
of joy; enjoyment without ſatiety, 
2 12 if = happineſs, "as 
allay. . Or perhaps your complaints, 
after all, are no more, than the 
common effects of a bad conſtitution: 3 
and a bad conſtitution is, oftentimes, 
to be regarded, as a great bleſſing 
from GOD; foraſmuch as it is the 
beſt preſervative in the world, from 
a thouſand dangers, and temptations, 
which, health, and vigour are too 
e to throw us into. = And, . ther 


\ 
) » * * 4 * 10 
C: + 1 1 CASA 5 1 „3 ? Gy 
#7 } F, 5 F 3 1 b 44 1 


308 2 


bre, in this caſe;you Gul * i 
det your ſiekneſs, as in trrith” it t is, 


Again, ate 106 in conte. — wy 
ald Wit with the world? reflect, ſe- 


floully, and impartially, upon your 3 


conduct. Have you done —— thing 
40 deſerve it? if you have, you ſuf- 
fer the jul reward of 506 lly; and 
iniquity. And — amend 
thoſe errors, and forfake thoſe fol- 
lies, which have drawn this evil up- 
on you. And be thankful to Al- 
mighty Gb, that he hath made 
uſe of the contempt and cenſure of 
the world, to check you in your 
courſe: : and bring you, toa right ſenſe 
of your vanity, and extravagance. 
Hut what if you have not deſerved 


this diſeſteem, and obloquy, that are 


fallen upon you ? why then, be 
comforted in your innocence. And 
be aſſured, that innocence is the 

. 


— 


„WG ot £2 ban, Join and . an A. aa oo ;. > A 


x he l af 4 4 


ben he Was moſt unjuſtly; coli 
demned,tb deck, - by the Aubeniant. 
One of a friends, lamenting: the 
tin che bitterneſs 
nothing troubleti 


5 {or 1 as that he ſhould die 


25 unjuſtly. $413 That ; he ſhould ſuf⸗ 


nt. T0 Which, Socrates 


calmly anſwered. friend, aud 
wong that; rather.. I bad ſuffered 


guilty. Sog that conſideration which ? 
was a N was Socras 


He well 


eee 5 ib aioy. 

And indeed that pk ORE. 4 So. 
rates's, {ſhould be the conſolation of 
every. good man in calamity, that 
they ſuffer innocent. And itchy 
2 eee ton be. in a better 
Dei Hel 2 cu 


= f 1 
— 
1 
— —— i es... ——_ — — — Ca * 29s 78 — — =. 
— — — os INE 2 — — * LIC” Y " & 2 
ow — 2 OE 65 — — . x y » > V . oy 5 
* 2 S mn” > K IR 3 = « + . S 1 2 2 2 „ .* ** — 3 ne ety Lt _— — * oy 
— 3 4 by 9. TA" n "+ * 2 bo Tn” * n * = 3 
— — N by i" _ 2 = 


400 
ohndichaicions Shear a ie eaſon - 
able to hope, that we ſhould be in 
a better condition than 
— ever were born I. chan Jb. and 
David, than the apoſtles and mar- 
ny nay than our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt himſelf! 
But after all, perhaps you WON 
the opinion of che world too much; 
and had more regard in your deal- 
ings, | to reputation than to nght, 
and were more ſollicitous to gain the 
eſteem of others, than the apf roba- 
tion of GoD, and a good conſcience. 
If ſo, you are rightly dne. Vo 
built upon a falſe foundation: you 
knew it to bes falſe. And ſurely you 
ſhould: not > ſurp Yiſed; to find it 
hath failed you. Or perhaps, tho 
you did not deſerve; reproach, 'and 
infamy, in this particular inſtance; 
yet you deſerved it in many others, 
that have eſcaped the notice of the 
world. And therefore, Gob, for 
. : hu cans and correction, 

01 8 ſuffer a 


id you 3 b at this) 9 
2 R in this manner. As David 
pprehended, that Shimei was ap- 
ook of Go pc to curſe him.j <Not 
on the ſe re of ani pr ſent demerit; 
but in-puniſhment ofipaſt ilk, Es 3 
therefare,| you. have infinitely more 
reaſon to humble your ſbulo before 
God, (after Davis example) in a 
deep ſenſe of your own unworthi- 
neſs, than to ſwell with pride, ane 
diſdain af: 6. xe that is done 
Ka * ; omit APOY 
Belides, th wt ieee e 
hence, to correct your conduct, and 
order your converſation aright-z; che 
innocency, and the integrity of your 
life, will be a conſtant refutatiar n of 
all the calumny that is thrown upon: 
you, and you will have the ſame 
conſolation, in this caſe, with f 
that philoſopher was ſupported, who 
being told that ſome people had 
ſpoken ill of him, anſwered, bitt a 
grave unconcerrtþa 4 t he would take 
. —* D 1 
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2 care to live: _ as ny thould 
a Agein you"! 
croſſed, in your hopes; a: 
Vou propoſed infinite Frank. vs as ; 
fatisfaction, in the e gn or 
that project, or purpoſe of life. And 
now you fret; and tepine, berauſe 
they have all failed you. But * 
der,; I beſeech you, did you not 
know from the firſt, chat the — 


_ of all your hopes and deſigns, of all 
your Purpoſes, and purſuits, were 


thing in this 
to thouſand ca- 


unceftain ? that 
World, iis ſubgetbe 


ſualties, and calzfniries | did/you not 


_ foreſee a poſſibility 


of your miſcar- 
rying from" the iniquity, 


or partiali- 


from your own weakneſs, and vani- 


ty; or the vanity of the things with 
f out you? and if you did, why were 
you not prepared to receive, what, 
in the ordinary train of things, muſt 

naturally come to 1 3 and of con- 


ſequence, 


ty of choſe you had to deal with, 
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ſubmit your hopes, and purp ſes,” to 
the 2 Keen Wh wildem Bac 
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as well, he ohne nts 
But on the other fad, 5 
nit your affairs to the eue; 
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404 % Content ment. 

ward a Jour. vain preſumption, and 
irreligious raſhneſs? inſtead therefore 
of lamenting.your misfortun 
your folly, and impiety;, O's make 
your humble cry a to doch 
knees. 10 \ aol] 1 5 n 

But 8 what have you 1oft 
bythis diſappointment? you have loſt, 
perhaps, your labour, and care; and 
how. much had you been happier, 
and better, if y ou had ſat down uſe- 


leſs, and — ed, the whole 


_time ?- how. do you know, into what 


| 4 dangerous miſchiefs that great parent 


of evil idleneſs, would — thrown 
you, if you had not been thus em- 
ployed! or ſuppoſe you had turned 


your induſtry, and en endeavours, 


another way; can you take upon 
you, to ſay,” you had certainly been 
more ſucceſsful ? or if you "ot 5 can 
you tell, what had — the iſſue of 
1 . how many men have 
dern utterly ruined, and undone, by 
| their 


their es Sema by wy ie” 
of their warmeſt withes! and molt | 
No „ ² 0ù! 
But perhaps you D loſt not on- 
ty your time, but your fortune alſo. 
It may be ſo; but then in lieu wY 
that, you have gained experience, 
and in experience, wiſdom. And 
wiſdom is incomparablyice a greater 
good, than wealth. Wiſdom is the 
nobleſt acquiſition of life, and la- 
bour! confider moreover, that this, 
which you call a misfortune, hath 
given you an opportunity, of exer- 
ciſing patience, and reſignation, and 
equanimity. Virtues, F 
bably you ſtood in great need of. 
And yet, otherwiſe, would perhaps 
have had no opportunity of exerciſe- 
ing, to your advantage. Whereas, 
if you have thus improved your loſs, 
you are an immenſe gainer by it: 
and far from having any reaſon to 
__ you have in truth reaſon to 
D d 3 rejoice, 


: rejoice, and to trium in your 


But beſides al a . 

not ge wealth which you have now 
loft, ſome way or other an occaſion 
of ſin to you or that hope, upon 
which you built, ſome way or other 
ion of vanity l did they not 


a foundatio 
inſpire you with aide, and arro- 
gance ? did they not make you ne- 
glet G op did you not truſt too 
much in the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs! did it not adminiſter fewel 
to ſome of your” corrupt inclinations, 
and 1 if it did this, you are 
well rid of it. You loſt your earth- 
| ty hopes but you have ſecured your 
eternal happineſs. You have loſt 
your wealth but you have ſaved your 
foul, and what would you have been 
profited if you had K. the whole 
worls), and bf your ali is | 
But yu are robbed, and 
defrauded, and that _—_— by thoſe, | 
b whom 


4 Ae could abe, upon 
occaſion. Never uſe e ich 
Epicberus, to ſay upon any occali 

that you have Joſt any N f 

that: 4 have 3 it. if your 
rurned to che giver: if your oY 
be taken from you, this | 
back to the proprietor. 
reſtored to Gop who gan ! 
you will ſay, he is a fan 2 de- 

frauded 4 of this good, or drew 
this evil upon me: alas what is that 
to the purpoſe; how doth it concern 
you, by what means, or by what hand, 

2 plan him who gave the bleſſing, 
to take it back l is it e that 
we who preſcribed not to our great 
benefactor, the methods, or mea- 
ſures, in which he beſtoweth his be- 
nefits upon us; ſhould yet take up- 
on us, to quarrel with the manner 

w his reſuming them | if a friend, 

Dd 4 ſhould 


ſhould: det an au aue upon any of 
us, with a clauſe. of reſumption, 


ought we to think ourſelves injured, 
. he thinks fit to exert his 
undoubted right, and take it back? 


ſhould we not rather reſtore it rea- 
dily, and. with gratitude? it is juſt 
67 with the bleſſings we derive from 
Almighty Gop: nothing could be 
more unjuſt, than to imagine our- 
ſelves the proprietors, as well as the 
poſſeſſors. He beſtoweth them, of 
his bounty, and reſumeth them, at 
his pleaſure. And we ought by no 
means to diſquiet ourſelves upon the 
matter: but while he permiteth the 
enjoyment, uſe them, as things that 
are not ours. And ſuch therefore, 
as we are ready to reſtore, upon the 


firſt demand, with thankfulneſs: 


faying with righteous Job, The lord 
gave and the lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the name of the lord. 


But perhaps you complain with 


| 4 Pſalmiſt, it was not an enemy 
| 3 that 


\ 
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that aid me. this evil, for. then I could 
have borne it; but it was mine own 
familiar friend. The man, from 
whom, of all others, I leaſt 8 
ed, or deſerved it! this indeed, it 
muſt be owned, is a very e : 
ing circumſtance. But after all, this 
miſbehaviour of your friends, is infi- 
nitely more fis calamity, than yours. 
To be falſe, and „ee. is in- 
deed a dreadful reflection. But to 
be rid of one that was ſo, is quite 
otherwiſe. The loſs of a falſe friend, 
is only the loſs of a great evil. And 
this, common ſenſe aſſureth us, we 
ought rather to rejoice at! beſides 
this, the ſatisfaction of your integri- 
ty, and fidelity, remaineth ſtill with 
you; without any other allay, than 
that of error and diſappointment z 
common to the whole race of Adam i 
your friend is gone, but your fideli- 
ty and integrity remain, and fideli- 
ty, and mi er Ie: one "day find 
their reward. e 08 
1995 | But 


But WA es «be ab your ut ſteady 
der that althoug 2 all the 
friends upon earth, ſhould forſake 
vou, yet is it in your own power, 
to make ſure of one, that is de. 
1 to them all | one whoſe 
fidelity cannot fail vou! who is al- 
ways able, and ready, to do you all 
N who, in all danger, and 
difficulty, and diſtreſs, can deliver, 

and protect, and preſerve ou. 
But again, the death of friends is 
a i great grievance to you: this, it 
muſt be owned is a ſore evil. Mow 
friend that was as your 'own foul. And 
yet chriſtianity doth not fail to give 
you great conſolation even here. If 
he was-a good man he is with Gop. 
Why then do you repine at his hap- 
pineſs? did you not always wiſh well 
to him? why then do you now grieve, 
when he is in the beſt condition that 
it is poſſible for him to be in] you 
cannot therefore grieve for him : and 
to 3 for yourſelf, were a Lon 
verſe 


e engageth us, da . == 


if he was an ill man, it is to he hoped 


he hath repented, and made his 


ce wakes. 3 However, we are 
at leaſt to be thankful, that it hath 
pleaſed Go p, to cut off the progreſs 


of his wickedneſs: and deliver him 
from greater condemnation ] that he 
hath removed him, from the temp- 


tations, and allurements, of a wick. 
ed world, tha were too powerful 
far him. | 


e ſome conſolation may 


derations of ante; and the 
goodneſs, and mercy of Gon. Yet 
fill the death of a true friend; is fo 
grievous an evil, that human mature 


may well be allowed to lament ſo 


r IEA tet 


nature 


pleaſed with the felicity of our friends; 
and to make their happineſs our oon 


But Riill it may ales at. chat 
be 
drawn in this caſe, from the conſi- 


— 
—— ———— 


4x2 Of Cm, 

nature have its a 15 our ranch 
be mourned, but not immoderately. 
And let us, by no means, ſorrom as 
men without hope. We know, that 
if we and our friends are good chri- 
ſtians we are only parted for a ſea- 
fon | we are divided upon earth; but 
we ſhall meet again in heaven. Ne- 
ver more to be ſeparated, or diſ- 
quieted, or diſappointed. But if 
our friends were not ſo good as might 
be wiſhed, yet ſtill if we ourſelves 
continue in the ways of righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſalvation; we have this 
ſol 9 conſolation; 3 that althoug h they 
are loſt to us in this 3 that 
loſs will in another world, be: abun- 
dantly made up to us, by the ſociety 
of angels, and archangels, and. the 
bleſſed ſpirits of good men made per- 
fe&t! and in the mean time, though 
we ſhould be robbed of all our 7 
Iy aſſociates. Yet our beſt. friend, 
ſtill remaineth with us: nor can we 
without our own fault, loſe the pre- 
* the protection, the favour of 
Almighty 


I * 
* 4 
2 Ky 4 / A * 
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Almighty GOD; who, is. immortal, 
and immutable. And can never 

be ſeparated. from Bhs but br: fin, 
and impenitence. 

And thus we ſee ew many firong 
5 unanſwerable arguments for con- 
tentment, drawn from reaſon and 
religion. But chiefly from religion. 
_ the knowledge of the provi- 
dence, - wiſdom, and. goodneſs . 0 
G0 ; and the rewards of. a future 
life, revealed in the goſpel. We 
now ſee to a demonſtration, what 
the great heathen Socrates long ſince 
— 3 that no evil can poſſibly be- 
fal a good man. Foraſmuch,. as 
faith 1 in the promiſes ' of Gop, and 
an humble ſubmiſſion to. his- holy 
will, cannot fail to alleviate all the 
calamities of this life. And what i is 
t more, to, turn them into greater 
leſſings. Philoſophy could go no 
farther, than to teach us to bear af- 
flictions patiently. But chriſtianity 
bath enabled us to 19080 in th 


*. 
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and to triuthph over 1 Pbtal. 
much, as we are aſſured, that if we 
bear Went a we ought; bee light 
afflictions which are but for a moment; 
all work for us d far more exceed- 


ing, and eternal weight of glory. 
1 we confider 28 we al 


= find, that moſt of the calamities we 


complain of, are not teal, but com- 
ae. And that thoſe which are 
real, have many great advantages to 
compenſate their inconvenieneies, 
even in this world. But tightly uſed, 
are fure pledges of life, and immor- 
5 tality, in that which 8 0 come. 
And now ry brettiten, what can 
pert comte reconiitiended to us 
er, and nobler advantages; 

an this virtue, this truly chriftian 
and die virtue of conteritment ? - 

and indeed what could we even with 
more defirable in any bleſſirig, th 
this. That no condition of life can 
be miſerable with it; and none hap- 
py without it! chat it hath the di. 


vine 


vine power to 
of this life, an inſure all the 

tudes of the next] it is peace in - 
' poſſeſſion, and heaven in the 


4 


* 


ſpe&t! nay it is indeed another Þ 


ven, here on it is 
| of Gop within us! fl 
glory and immortality! and oh 
| us a ſure earneſt of that fulneſi g 
| Joy, which flower from the at's 
5 God * the 828 in heaven 
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